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The following pages will introduce you to the series of cruises which the MS Serenissima will undertake through the 
Mediterranean in September and October 2023. Our experienced London based staff have created a captivating and 
varied array of journeys, many incorporating little known places where only small ships can venture.

For those not familiar with the MS Serenissima, it is worth noting that she breaks all the rules of modern cruise 
development. Accommodating just 95 passengers, she is the perfect size for the in-depth itineraries we operate 
and will appeal to those who prefer the informal atmosphere of a smaller vessel. She has built up quite a following 
amongst our regular travellers who appreciate her relaxed ambience, high level of service, interesting itineraries, 
unique charm and travelling with a small complement of like-minded people.  

Whilst on board you can listen to presentations from our onboard Guest Speakers and the informative port briefings 
from our Cruise Director and when ashore, explore the sites with our expert local guides. We will also ensure, 
whenever possible, that you have some time to discover the destination independently if you wish. After a day of 
discovery, you can then join different people each evening and discuss the day’s adventures over dinner.

SMALL SHIP CRUISING  
ABOARD THE MS SERENISSIMA

Nice

NOBLE CALEDONIA CHARITABLE TRUST
During our worldwide explorations over the years, we have come across many situations where help is 
desperately needed, be it a natural disaster, civil unrest, abject poverty or to save an endangered species.  
To this end we established the Noble Caledonia Charitable Trust in 2013 (NCCT). It is our vision to use the 
Noble Caledonia framework to improve economic, social and environmental conditions in the areas we work 
and visit. Our onboard teams are uniquely positioned to identify projects and lead fundraising initiatives, 
whilst many of our guests genuinely care about the people and places we visit and want to make a difference. 
100% of all donations go directly to the beneficiaries as Noble Caledonia Ltd covers all the administration 
costs and donates a percentage of profits annually. Details of our projects can be found on our website.
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Your Cabin/Suite
Accommodating no more than 95 passengers, there are eight different 
grades of cabins arranged over five decks, and all feature either 
windows or portholes. The cabins are attractively designed for comfort 
and convenience. All cabins are fully air conditioned with an en-suite 
bathroom with shower (please note cabins 601 - 605 and 507 have a 
bath with shower attachment) and a selection of toiletries in addition 
to a hairdryer, robes and slippers. All cabins come equipped with 
telephone, flat screen television, safety deposit box and other thoughtful 
appointments. Refillable water bottles are available in all cabins for use 
on board. Due to the very nature of the ship, the cabins vary in shape 
and size, adding to the vessel’s overall charm.

Your Dining
The free seating Venice Restaurant 
accommodates all guests in one sitting 
and, with its Deck 5 location, all of the 
tables benefit from great views. The 
picture windows also make the restaurant 
wonderfully light and airy. Breakfast is served 
buffet-style with cooked dishes available and 
eggs to order by the ship’s accomplished 
chef. Lunch is also served buffet-style 

The charming MS Serenissima began her career as the Harald Jarl, cruising the Norwegian coastline and fjords. 
Since 2003, when she was extensively renovated, she has been operating as a classic cruise ship. Previously 
known as the MS Andrea, she was upgraded again in 2013 and started her new life as the MS Serenissima.  
With her small size she can navigate into small, remote ports inaccessible to the big cruise ships and  
appears an impressive sight when moored. With her fleet of Zodiacs, she is capable of both destination  
and expedition cruising. 

Venice Restaurant Andrea LoungeHarald Jarl Lounge

with hot and cold dishes available. Dinner is served à la carte and is four 
courses, except at the Captain’s Dinner, which is a six course affair. Where 
possible, local produce is sourced for an authentic dining experience. A 
choice of red or white wine, beer and soft drinks is included at lunch and 
dinner. In good weather there are al fresco dining facilities available and tea 
and coffee are available around the clock in the Andrea Lounge.

Your Space
The facilities on board include two lounges – the larger Andrea Lounge 
is comfortable and spacious and the smaller Harald Jarl Lounge is more 
intimate. There is also a small library and Wi-Fi is available at an extra 
cost throughout the vessel. The outside areas really are something 
special. A spacious observation deck allows 360 degree views of the 
passing scenery. From here, step down to the lido area with Jacuzzi 
and outside bar. The covered seating area at the back of Deck 6 is ideal 
for relaxing with a drink in hand. Perhaps, one of the best known and 
loved features of this vessel is its unique style. During the major refit in 
Sweden the then owners commissioned Swedish interior designers to 
create a country house style which has recently been updated with some 
Art Deco styling which works particularly well on a vessel of this vintage, 
providing intimacy and a classic nautical sensibility often lacking in 
larger vessels.

ms serenissima 
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Lido Deck

DELUXE STATEROOM
(15 to 25 square metres)

SUPERIOR STATEROOM
(11.5 to 18 square metres)

STANDARD STATEROOM
(10 to 11.5 square metres)

STANDARD SINGLE
(7 to 12.5 square metres)

MS SERENISSIMA DECK PLAN & CABINS

NB. Please note cabin sizes vary in each category and measurements shown are approximate.
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The Itinerary
Day 1 Portsmouth, England. Embark this afternoon. Transfers will be 
provided from Portsmouth Harbour Railway Station at a fixed time. 
Enjoy welcome drinks and dinner as we sail this evening.

Day 2 Guernsey, Channel Islands. Today we explore Guernsey where 
we take a panoramic drive during which we will see the beautiful 
coastline, rocky cliffs and wild sandy bays. Along the coast we will also 
see the Martello Towers, built during the Napoleonic wars, and the 
fortifications built by the Germans during the occupation in the Second 
World War. Return to the MS Serenissima via country lanes and the 
Little Chapel, built in 1914 as a miniature version of the famous basilica 
at Lourdes and covered in fragments of shattered china, seashells and 
pebbles. This afternoon is free to explore the picturesque town of  
St Peter Port at your own pace. Please note that we will be at anchor 
today and the ships Zodiacs will be used to transfer ashore.

Day 3 At Sea. Enjoy a leisurely day at sea as we continue our journey 
south.

Day 4 La Coruna, Spain. Arriving into Spain we visit Santiago de 
Compostela, the capital of the autonomous community of Galicia. The 
city’s cathedral is the destination of the important Medieval pilgrimage 
route, the Way of St James (in Spanish the ‘Camino de Santiago’), 
which is still walked today. For those keen to walk some of the route 
there will be the chance to hike a short section towards Santiago. 
Otherwise transfer directly to the site where we will visit the Conventual 
de San Francisco, the Faculty of Medicine and the world-famous Plaza 
del Obradoiro. Inside the cathedral, we will visit the Romanic crypt and 
see the facade of Platerias; the Quintana Plaza; House of Parra; facade 
of Azabacheria; and the facade of San Martin Pinario. Enjoy lunch at 
a parador and some free time before returning to the ship and sailing 
this evening. 

Join us aboard the 95-passenger MS Serenissima for this leisurely journey south and visit Guernsey, 
Spain, Portugal, Gibraltar, Algeria and Mallorca, all of which are easy to visit individually but 

difficult to combine independently in a two week trip. We have chosen the perfect time of year 
for our voyage and, in the absence of high season crowds, we will explore some 
marvellously historic and scenic places along with the delightful cities and towns  
of the region. Our itinerary has been planned to ensure the balance is just right 
between exploring ashore on the guided excursions and time at leisure in the 
picturesque ports. Interspersed throughout the voyage are some leisurely days at 
sea to relax on board, enjoy the company of your fellow, like-minded travellers 
and to listen to some talks from our Guest Speaker.

Each day holds something new and during our included guided excursions we 
will witness Guernsey’s unspoilt coastal landscapes, sample the local Albarino 
wine in Galicia and the splendid port wines in the enchanting city of Oporto, 
experience the rich maritime history of Gibraltar and take a scenic train journey 
from Palma to Soller on the charming island of Mallorca. Whilst in mainland Spain 
we will step into the pilgrimage cathedral of Santiago de Compostela, visit some of the gardens of Galicia’s great ‘pazos’ and 
discover the fascinating Roman history of Tarragona. In addition, we have the benefit of a call in Algeria where we spend the day 
exploring the ancient city of Tipaza and the mysterious Mausoleum of Mauretania with its breathtaking views. 

Our itinerary offers an insight into the contrasting cultures and intriguing history of the regions visited combined with some 
fabulous coastal scenery and makes for an endlessly fascinating voyage. 

A voyage from Portsmouth to Tarragona aboard the MS Serenissima  
with Guest Speaker Rear Admiral Roy Clare
5th to 19th September 2023

Passage South

Guest Speaker – Rear Admiral Roy Clare
We are delighted to be joined on board by Rear 
Admiral Roy Clare who has almost three decades’ 
experience as a professional museum director 
and as a non-executive in social businesses. His 
roles have included Director National Maritime 
Museum, Queen’s House & Royal Observatory, 
Greenwich, Chief Executive Museums, Libraries 
& Archives Council and Director Auckland War 
Memorial Museum, New Zealand. Previously in the 

Royal Navy, Roy served worldwide from Junior Seaman to Rear Admiral. 
His commands included destroyers, the aircraft carrier Invincible and 
Britannia Royal Naval College, Dartmouth. He retired voluntarily to 
develop opportunities in museums. An active yachtsman, Roy has raced 
in the Fastnet and Sydney-Hobart races. Nowadays he sails purely for 
pleasure, mainly in British waters. In 2007 Roy was made CBE ‘for services 
to museums’.
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Day 5 Vilagarcia de Arousa. Continuing our exploration of Galicia, 
today we will visit the gardens of the grand country mansions, 
known as ‘pazos’, which were built by noble families in the 17th 
and 18th centuries and are typical of this region. This morning we 
will drive to the Pazo de Oca, often referred to as the “Galician 
Versailles”. These French-style gardens were recently restored 
to their 18th century glory and the beauty is the fusion of formal 
garden with a working farm. Continue to the Pazo de Ribadulla 
which dates back to the 1500s. The English style gardens, which 
were laid out in the 19th century, are subtler and more natural 
than the French-style gardens of the Pazo de Oca and include 
a pretty waterfall and a wonderful grove of olive trees, some of 
which are nearly 300 years old. After lunch on board we drive 
the short distance to the Pazo de Rubianes which was originally 
founded in 1411 and was one of the three official lordships in 
Spain. Enjoy a guided walk through the stunning gardens which 
are home to eucalyptus trees, sequoias and camphors. Also visit 
the Pazo’s extensive vineyards to learn about the local Albarino 
wine production and enjoy a tasting before exploring the historical 
palace itself.

Day 6 Oporto, Portugal. The port of Leixoes is our base for a day 
of activities around Oporto. We will visit the Quinta de Aveleda, 
located in the heart of the Vinho Verde Demarcated Region, which 
creates a young fresh wine with a low alcoholic content and a 
lightly fruity flavour. After exploring the beautiful park and gardens 
with rare specimens of trees, shrubs and flowers which surround 
the Manor House, we will learn about the wine which has been 
produced here since 1947. This afternoon we explore Oporto 
including the impressive St Francis Church and the Ribeira, a 
riverside quarter made up of narrow, twisting streets and shadowy 
arcades. We will end at one of the many port wine cellars where we 
hear all about the wines and how they are produced.

Oporto, Rabelo boats on the Douro

ValldemossaPazo de Oca

Day 7 At Sea. Spend a relaxing day at sea as we continue our journey 
along the Iberian Peninsula. Maybe join a lecture or find a spot on deck.

Day 8 Huelva & Seville, Spain. Sail this morning into the port of Huelva 
from where Christopher Columbus set sail for the New World in 1492. 
Learn more about the voyage at the Muelle de las Carabelas Museum 
where we also find replicas of the ships. Also see the 14th century  
La Rabida Monastery which was declared a national monument in 
1856 and is where Columbus stayed whilst preparing for his voyage. 
Alternatively, take a full day tour to Seville and discover the city’s greatest 
monuments. Enter the Alcazar Palace with its ornate Moorish interiors 
and exotic terraced garden and visit the imposing La Giralda, Seville’s 
cathedral, which is reputed to be the largest Gothic style church in the 
world with its distinctive Moorish tower. After lunch enjoy some free time 
to explore before returning to the MS Serenissima. 

Day 9 Gibraltar. Spend the day in Gibraltar exploring this strategic 
British outpost of the Mediterranean. After taking in the views from 
Europa Point, where the Atlantic meets the Mediterranean, we continue 
to the Great Siege Tunnels, a labyrinth of tunnels built to defend 
Gibraltar from Spanish and French attacks between 1779 and 1783 and 
revered as one of the finest defensive systems. Also visit the Gibraltar 
Museum where we can learn more about the Great Siege, the geological 
origins of the rock and the area’s natural history. The afternoon is free to 
explore at your own pace, maybe take the cable car up the famous rock, 
see the Botanical Gardens or visit the Garrison Library.

Day 10 Malaga, Spain. Returning to Spain we will explore the historic 
city of Malaga. A morning tour will take us to the 14th century Castillo 
de Gibralfaro built on a hill overlooking the city and once considered 
the most impregnable fortress in Iberia. Continue to La Merced Square 
where we see the birthplace of Pablo Picasso before we visit the 
impressive 16th century cathedral which was built on the remains of a 

Santiago de Compostela
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SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £300 PER PERSON 
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel from 
Barcelona to London • 14 nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full 
board basis • House wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner 
• Noble Caledonia onboard team including Guest Speaker • Shore 
excursions • Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, Algerian visa.

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

£5795
£6195
£6595
£7195
£7895
£8495
£8795
£6895

£5495
£5895
£6295
£6895
£7595
£8195
£8495
£6595

After disembarking the MS Serenissima we are offering the 
opportunity to join a two night extension in Barcelona with 
included excursions as well as time to explore at leisure. 

The Itinerary 
Day 1 Tarragona to Barcelona, Spain. Disembark after breakfast 
and drive to the Moestir de Poblet, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site on the road to Lleida. We will enjoy a guided tour of this 
fortified Medieval monastery and also have time in the museum 
featuring artefacts from the region’s past. After lunch we transfer to 
Barcelona and check into our hotel. The remainder of the day and 
evening are at leisure. (B, L)

Day 2 Barcelona. A morning city tour will introduce us to some of 
the highlights of Barcelona. From Mount Juic enjoy stunning views 
over the city, see the charming Gothic Quarter with its narrow 
Medieval streets and admire some of Barcelona’s most celebrated 
pieces of architecture. Return to the hotel and enjoy a leisurely 
afternoon before we meet for dinner this evening. (B, D)

Day 3 Barcelona to London. Check out after breakfast and transfer 
to the airport for our scheduled flight to London. (B)

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Twin:  £795  Single:  £945

Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation, meals as indicated  
(B – Breakfast, L – Lunch, D – Dinner), drinks with lunch & dinner, tours 
as described, Tour Manager, gratuities, transfers.  
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Post-cruise Barcelona Extension  
19th to 21st September 2023

mosque with a mix of Renaissance and Gothic styles and has been 
declared a national landmark. The afternoon is free to explore at 
your own pace, the art lovers may wish to visit the Picasso Museum, 
alternatively, head to the market or watch the world go by in the local 
park.

Day 11 At Sea. Our lecture programme continues as we spend a day at 
sea sailing towards the north African coast.

Day 12 Algiers, Algeria. From our berth in Algiers we head for the 
ancient city of Tipaza which was probably founded by the Phoenicians 
but really came into being under the Romans. The city was extended 
by Emperor Claudius and grew wealthy on Mediterranean trade. It was 
built on three small hills which overlooked the sea. There are ruins of 
three Basilicas, two cemeteries, the baths, the theatre, the nymphaeum 
and the unusual oval shaped amphitheatre. After visiting the city, we 
will enjoy a typical Algerian lunch before continuing to the mysterious 
Mausoleum of Mauretania which lies in the hills above the sea about 18 
kilometres away from Tipaza. It is one of the most breathtaking sights 
in Algeria. The vast pyramid-like structure is named the Tomb of the 
Christian on account of the large crosses that decorate the tomb which 
predates Jesus Christ. We return to the ship via the Martyrs‘ Monument 
which offers spectacular views over the city.

Day 13 Palma de Mallorca, Mallorca, Spain. Mallorca, the largest of the 
Balearic Islands, has a rich history dating back to the Phoenicians when 
it was under control of Carthage, the principal North African city at that 
time, before flourishing under Roman rule. From our berth in Palma we 
will take the beautifully maintained vintage train that connects Palma 
with the pretty town of Soller on the island’s west coast and enjoy 
splendid mountain views of the Serra de Tramuntana, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. Over the course of just seven kilometres the railway rises 
199 metres, runs through 13 tunnels and crosses several bridges. We 
will enjoy some time to explore Soller before taking a scenic drive to 
the village of Valldemossa, a quiet and traditional town with narrow 
streets and lanes. We will take a walk around the town followed by 
lunch at a local restaurant before returning to Palma where we will have 
some time to explore at our own pace.

Day 14 Tarragona. During the second Punic War in 218 AD the city 
of Tarraco was established as a garrison which developed into the 
main military base for the Roman army in Spain. Today we can still 
see remnants of the Roman period as we explore the city by foot. See 
the impressive walls that once surrounded the city, the 2nd century 
amphitheatre and the Roman Circus where chariot races were held.  
After lunch on board there will be time to explore more of Tarragona  
at your leisure. 

Day 15 Tarragona to London. Disembark after breakfast and transfer to 
Barcelona airport for our scheduled flight to London.

Roman amphitheatre,Tarragona

Cathedral, Palma de Mallorca
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Alcazar Palace and exotic terraced garden 
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The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Barcelona, Spain. Fly by scheduled flight to 
Barcelona. On arrival transfer to the port of Tarragona to embark the  
MS Serenissima. Enjoy welcome drinks and dinner as we sail tonight. 

Day 2 Roses. The former Greek colony of Roses is our base for a day 
on the Costa Brava. We will travel inland to Medieval Figueres, an 
impressive town of Modernist and Neoclassical architecture that is 
most renowned as the birthplace of Salvador Dali. Our tour includes 
the impressive 18th century castle of St Ferran and the old city walls 
before continuing to the Dali Theatre Museum. Designed by Dali 
himself, the museum takes us through the life of the artist. Return to 
the MS Serenissima for lunch and this afternoon we will travel along 
the coast to the archaeological site of Empuries. Founded by Greek 
merchants in the 6th century BC as Emporion, it was a commercial hub 
and became a major port. In 218 BC the town was taken by the Romans 
who built an even greater city above the Greek town.

Day 3 Port Vendres, France. The ‘Cote Vermeille’, or rocky coast, is 
one of the most beautiful parts of the Mediterranean and has inspired 
some of the world’s most famous artists. This morning we will drive 
the short distance to Collioure which has always been a source of 
inspiration for artists. Here we will have time to explore the colourful 
streets, visit the local artist studios and the 12th century Royal Castle. 

The British love affair with the French and Italian Rivieras 
dates back to the 18th century and the days of the Grand 

Tour and it is not surprising when you consider the charms on 
offer coupled with the wonderful climate. Our itinerary is very 
much a classic that has been enjoyed over the decades but 
with some interesting variations such as our calls into Roses, 
La Seyne Sur Mer and Viareggio. It combines some ‘must see’ 
sites together with some smaller places and, with so many 
experiences on offer, we have planned our time carefully to 
ensure there is adequate opportunity to relax on board, join the 
guided excursions and explore under your own steam.

We begin our voyage with visits to Roses, from where we 
explore the Medieval town of Figueres, and Côte Vermeille, 
famous for its beautiful coastline. Next, from the great port 
city of Marseille there will be the option to visit Aix-in-
Provence, where we will learn about the artist Paul Cezanne, 
or to spend the day in Avignon and visit the expansive Palais 
des Papes. Before leaving Provence we also visit the pretty 
port of La Seyne Sur Mer where we take a boat trip around the 
hidden bays of Les Calanques. Capture the essence of the 
Côte d’Azur in the beautiful city of Nice and, once in the 
Italian Riviera with its breathtaking coastal scenery, explore 
the Ligurian capital of Genoa, rich in maritime history and an 
archaeological heritage that speaks of its former glory. We 
have also included the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Porto 
Venere and the lovely Tuscan town of Lucca. 

It is difficult to imagine a better time than the month of 
September for such a cruise and, with relatively crowd free 
sites and cooler temperatures, our voyage promises to be a 
relaxing and informative journey. Immerse yourself in the 
artistic, historical and cultural gems and explore the stunning 
harbours and charming villages that we will pass along the 
way.

Discover the beauty of the Mediterranean Rivieras aboard the MS Serenissima 
with Guest Speaker Brian Healy
19th to 28th September 2023 

Art and Culture on the French  
& Italian Rivieras

Guest Speaker – Brian Healy
Brian has enjoyed a lifetime of artistic 
exploration and learning, pursuing parallel 
careers as a modern linguist, professional 
artist and director of his own design company. 
After a highly successful career teaching at 
prestigious public schools in both the UK 
and Austria, for the last fifteen years he has 
become widely known throughout the cruise 
and travel industry for his inspirational lectures 

and art workshops to which he brings a unique practical insight. A 
fully accredited Arts Society lecturer, he has undertaken an extensive 
program of speaking engagements including Australia, courtesy of 
ADFAS. Examples of his atmospheric watercolours can be seen in 
private collections all over the world.

Eze
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After lunch on board, the afternoon is free to explore Port Vendres at 
leisure.

Day 4 Marseille. From our berth in Marseilles, we will offer a choice of 
excursions today. You can choose to head inland to Aix en Provence 
which was founded by the Romans in the 1st century and is renowned 
as the home of artist Paul Cezanne. We will visit his studio which still 
houses his equipment and the objects he used for models and the Jas 
de Bouffan estate, Cezanne’s parents’ country house which contains 
many of the painter’s celebrated works. We will continue to the ‘Terrain 
des Peintres’ which is located on the heights of Aix en Provence, a few 
hundred metres from the Atelier Cezanne. It is famous for the wonderful 
views of the Montagne Sainte Victoire which Cezanne often painted in 
the latter part of his life. After lunch in a local restaurant we will spend 
some time in Aix with its leafy boulevards and public squares lined 
with 17th and 18th century mansions. Alternatively spend the day in 
Avignon, the great City of the Popes which boasts a number of splendid 
museums, churches and palaces. Our guided walking tour will include 
the Palais des Papes, one of the wonders of Provence and the largest 
and most important Medieval Gothic buildings in Europe, built in the 
14th century as a fortified palace for the pontifical court. We also visit the 
cathedral and the famous Pont Benezet, a bridge that spans the Rhone 
between Villeneuve les Avignon and Avignon, and the Pont du Gard, 
one of the wonders of antiquity, built by Agrippa in 19 BC in order to 
provide the city of Nimes with fresh water from the Uzes area. 

Day 5 La Seyne Sur Mer. Arrive this morning in the port of La Seyne 
Sur Mer and enjoy a boat trip to Les Calanques, stunning fjord-like inlets 
carved into the limestone that stretch along the coast from Marseilles 
to Cassis. Return to the ship for lunch and this afternoon there will be 
an excursion inland to the hilltop Medieval village of Le Castellet. This 
remarkable stronghold, formerly owned by the Lords of Les Baux, has 
well preserved ramparts, a carefully restored 12th century church and a 
castle dating back to the 11th century. We will have time to explore the 

village and its winding streets before enjoying a wine tasting at one of Le 
Castellet’s centuries-old vineyards. Return to the MS Serenissima and set 
sail for Nice during dinner.

Day 6 Nice. This morning we will have a choice of excursions. You 
may wish to join a drive along the coast to the charming village of Eze 
perched on a rocky peak overlooking the Mediterranean. Fortified in 
the 14th century we will have some time to wander the cobblestone 
streets, admire the beautiful stone buildings and enjoy the magnificent 
views. Alternatively visit the Villa Ephrussi de Rothschild. Built in 1900 in 
Italian palazzo style and surrounded by magnificent gardens, it houses 
an unbelievable collection of works including tapestries, furniture, 
candelabras, terracottas, porcelains and Chinese vases. Return to 
the ship for lunch and spend the afternoon at leisure to explore Nice 
independently. Maybe choose to visit one of the city’s museums 
dedicated to artists such as Henri Matisse or Marc Chagall, walk amongst 
the charming architecture of the old city or enjoy a stroll along the palm 
tree lined Promenade des Anglais.

Day 7 Genoa, Italy. Many regard Genoa as having the largest historic 
city centre in Europe as a result of having been, for centuries, a powerful 
commercial seaport and city-state. It was the birthplace of Christopher 
Columbus and its maritime roots have fostered a dialect that has 
absorbed elements of Neapolitan, Calabrese and Portuguese over the 
centuries. Our morning walking tour through the historic town centre 
will include the Piazza de Ferrari and the Palazzo Ducale. We will visit 
the Cisterne del Ducale, the ancient cellars of the palace, where we 
will enjoy a light buffet of typical Genoese fare such as bruschetta and 
focaccia accompanied by some local wine. This afternoon will be at 
leisure to explore independently or relax on board. After an early dinner 
we will make the short walk to the Palazzo Doria Pamphili where we 
will discover the magnificent hidden treasures of this jewel of Italian 
Renaissance. This exclusive, private visit will also include a classical 
concert and cocktail before we return to the MS Serenissima.

Palais des Papes, Avignon Piazza De Ferrari, Genoa

Collioure
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SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON 
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Nine nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer 
and soft drinks with lunch and dinner • Noble Caledonia onboard 
team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions • Gratuities  
• Transfers • Port taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

£4495
£4795
£5195
£5695
£6195
£6595
£6895
£5695

£4295
£4595
£4995
£5495
£5995
£6395
£6695
£5495

If you would like to spend 
some time in Barcelona before 
embarking the MS Serenissima 
we are offering a two night stay 
providing the chance to explore 
the city and surrounding area.

The Itinerary 
Day 1 London to Barcelona, Spain. On arrival transfer to the Gran 
Havana Hotel (or similar) for your two night stay and spend the 
remainder of the day at leisure. Meet this evening for dinner at the 
hotel. (D)

Day 2 Barcelona. A morning city tour will introduce us to some 
of the highlights of Barcelona. From Mount Juic enjoy stunning 
views over the city, see the charming Gothic Quarter with its 
narrow Medieval streets and also admire some of Barcelona’s 
most celebrated pieces of architecture. Spend the afternoon and 
evening at leisure. (B)

Day 3 Barcelona to Tarragona. Check out after breakfast and drive 
to the Moestir de Poblet, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. We will 
enjoy a guided tour of this fortified Medieval monastery and also 
have time in the museum featuring artefacts from the region’s past. 
Enjoy lunch in a local restaurant before transferring to Tarragona 
where we will embark the MS Serenissima. (B, L)

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Twin:  £795  Single:  £945

Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation in Barcelona, meals 
as indicated (B – Breakfast, L – Lunch, D – Dinner), drinks with lunch & 
dinner, tours as described, Noble Caledonia Tour Manager, gratuities, 
transfers. Not Included: Travel insurance.

Pre-cruise Barcelona Extension  
17th to 19th September 2023

Day 8 Porto Venere. This morning we will arrive in the port of Porto 
Venere, situated in the Gulf of Poets which was once popular with writers 
such as Byron, Shelley and DH Lawrence. The Shelley’s lived in nearby 
Lerici in an isolated old boathouse, Casa Magni, and it was to here 
that Byron used to swim across the bay from his home in Porto Venere. 
Explore the town, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, where the charming 
harbour is lined with brightly coloured houses and narrow Medieval 
streets that lead up the hill to a castle. Alternatively, on a full day tour, 
explore the Cinque Terre, a series of five villages along the coast which 
until recently were accessible only from the sea or via an ancient network 
of footpaths. We will board local boats and sail past the villages of 
Riomaggiore, Corniglia and Manarola before we step ashore and explore 
the picturesque villages of Vernazza and Monterosso. Please note that 
the vessel will be at anchor today and Zodiacs or local tenders will be 
used to transfer ashore.

Day 9 Viareggio. From the port of Viareggio we will make our way 
inland to the lovely town of Lucca. Hidden behind imposing Renaissance 
walls it boasts delightful cobbled streets, handsome piazzas and shady 
promenades. Our tour will include the San Martino Cathedral and the 
Puccini Museum. After lunch in a local restaurant we will be treated to 
a private concert in the Santa Caterina Church before we return to the 
MS Serenissima. Please note that the vessel will be at anchor today and 
Zodiacs or local tenders will be used to transfer ashore.

Day 10 Pisa to London. Disembark this morning in Livorno and transfer 
to the airport for our scheduled flight to London.

Les Calanques

Barcelona

Lucca
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The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Pisa, Italy. Fly by scheduled flight to Pisa. On arrival 
transfer to the port of Livorno to embark the MS Serenissima. Enjoy 
welcome drinks and dinner as we sail tonight. 

Day 2 Portoferraio, Elba. After breakfast we will explore the enchanting 
island of Elba, best known as Napoleon’s island of exile from 1814 to 
1815. Departing from the island’s busy capital Portoferraio, we set out 
for a delightful drive exploring the southern region of this charming 
island with superb views over the coastline. The first stop will be Villa San 
Martino which was the summer residence of Napoleon Bonaparte and 
has been transformed into a museum. Later enjoy some time at leisure 
in Porto Azzurro to explore this delightful town which is dominated by an 
ancient Spanish fortress and a picturesque harbour. Our drive continues 
along the coast to the 17th century country wine farm, La Chiusa, which 
is beautifully nestled in a vineyard estate surrounded by olive trees 
and overlooking the ocean. As with every self-respecting mansion on 
Elba, La Chiusa claims to have once housed Napoleon during his exile 
here. Experience the estate’s interesting cellar to learn how the wine is 
produced and enjoy a delicious sampling of the local wine. Return to the 
ship for lunch and enjoy an afternoon at leisure in Portoferraio.

Day 3 Bonifacio, Corsica. Be on deck this morning as we arrive in 
Corsica at Bonifacio’s stunning natural harbour. On our morning tour 
we will explore the narrow streets and the historical heart of the town. 
We will discover the Bosco quarter with the St Francis Convent, the 14th 
century church of St Marie Majeure and take in the views from the clifftop 
on which the city is built. Afterwards maybe take a walk in the nearby 
Marine Park which offers some stunning views back to the town. We will 
sail late this evening allowing time for an after-dinner stroll.

Day 4 Porto Torres & Alghero, Sardinia. Arrive in Sardinia and the port 
of Porto Torres this morning. A panoramic drive takes us to Nuraghe 
Palmavera with its main tower of the Nuraghe, which still has its dome 
shaped ceiling that dates back to 1100 BC. The complex, which was 
abandoned in the 5th century BC due to fire, shows the different phases 
of social life and political organisation of the tribal community. Continue 
to the Medieval city of Alghero, which was colonised by the Catalans in 
the 14th century and where today there is still a strong Catalan identity 
throughout the town, and it is often even referred to as “Barceloneta”. 
There will be some free time to walk through the Medieval streets or 
maybe visit the archaeological museum. Enjoy a relaxing afternoon on 
board as we sail towards Cagliari. 

Day 5 Cagliari. After a morning cruising we arrive in the Sardinian 
capital of Cagliari, an ancient city that dates back to the Phoenicians 
and Romans. Choose to join an afternoon walking tour around the old 
town with its narrow streets running along a steep hillside and see the 
terraced Piazza del Palazzo and the 14th century Cathedral of St Cecila. 
Alternatively drive along the southwestern coast to reach Nora which 
was founded by the Phoenicians but also has Carthaginian and Roman 
ruins. Still visible today are the remains of a Carthaginian warehouse and 
various Roman buildings.

Day 6 Trapani, Sicily. Trapani was the landing point for Peter of Aragon 
in 1282 to start the Spanish occupation of Sicily. This morning there is  
the option to travel inland to explore Segesta, one of the grandest  
Doric monuments to survive. See the unfinished temple dating from  
424 BC as well as the theatre from where you can enjoy excellent views 

This is a voyage that will appeal to those who love Italy and enjoy 
hopping between islands combining as it does the opportunity to 

explore the delightful islands of Elba, Corsica, Sardinia and Sicily. The 
islands feature an array of ancient ruins and attractive towns and villages 
which we will discover during our included, guided excursions whilst we 
have also allowed for ample time to explore independently. 

Sailing from the Tuscan port of Livorno we first visit the enchanting island of 
Elba, best known as Napoleon’s island of exile from where we sail to Corsica. 
Despite officially being a part of France, the island of Corsica has its own identity 
and benefits from magnificent geographical diversity ranging from stunning natural 
harbours to picture perfect hilltop villages and majestic countryside. Continuing to 
Sardinia we explore the Medieval city of Alghero, the Nuraghe Palmavera archaeological 
complex, and from Cagliari will have the opportunity to visit the wonderful ruins of Nora. 
Our last days are spent on Sicily which, with a history of 3000 years has a wealth of sites to 
discover from magnificent Doric temples to great Byzantine cathedrals and bizarrely styled villas.

In addition to our fascinating itinerary we have the pleasure of cruising aboard the charming 95-passenger  
MS Serenissima which, due to her size, is able to visit atmospheric ports and villages that the big ships cannot access. 
Local guides and our onboard Guest Speaker will contribute greatly to our enjoyment and understanding of these 
island gems and you will find yourself wanting to return time and time again.

An exploration of Italy’s islands & Corsica aboard the MS Serenissima 
28th September to 7th October 2023

Islands of Italy
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An exploration of Italy’s islands & Corsica aboard the MS Serenissima 
28th September to 7th October 2023
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of the countryside and distant coastline. Alternatively visit Erice, famed in 
antiquity for its temple dedicated to the goddess of love, the Phoenician 
Astarte, Greek Aphrodite or Roman Venus. A tour via cable car will 
take us to this stunning site high above the sea and to the beautifully 
preserved Medieval town characterised by its winding cobblestone 
streets and beautiful courtyards. Both tours will then enjoy a Sicilian 
lunch at a nearby olive oil farm. 

Day 7 Agrigento for Valley of the Temples. Although handsome in its 
own right and awash with Medieval atmosphere, Agrigento is not our 
main reason for calling at this southern coast port. Close by is the Valle 
dei Templi, a series of Doric temples and the most captivating of Sicilian 
Greek remains, a grouping unique outside Greece. Surrounded in the 
greenery of olive and almond trees, admire the Temple of Hera, the 
Temple of Concordia, the Dioscuri Temple, the Temple of Olympic Jove 
and the Temple of Hercules. After lunch on board the afternoon is free 
to explore Agrigento at leisure and shuttles will run from the port to the 
town and the excellent archaeological museum. 

Day 8 Catania & Taormina. This morning we arrive into Catania where 
the architecture is particularly impressive but a little forbidding being 
mainly constructed from black lava stone from Mount Etna. On a walking 
tour we will see the magnificent Piazza del Duomo, a World Heritage 
Site, St Agatha’s Cathedral and the imposing 13th century Castello 
Ursino. Alternatively drive up the coast to Taormina, a walled town lying 
in the shadow of Mount Etna where our guided tour will include walking 
the characteristic alleys, the 15th century Palazzo Corvaja and the 
impressive Greek Theatre from where there are marvellous views over 
the town and coast. This afternoon we sail the short distance to Syracuse 
arriving in the early evening. Maybe take an after dinner stroll from our 
central berth as we moor overnight. 

Day 9 Syracuse. Syracuse was founded by the Greeks in 734 BC and 
by the 5th century was a political and military power throughout the 
Mediterranean which rivalled Athens as the largest and most beautiful 
city in the Greek world. On leaving the vessel we visit the Neapolis 
Archaeological Park where we will find a well preserved Greek theatre 
with seats carved from limestone. Paradise Quarry, now an attractive 
garden and orange grove, was the primary source of that limestone 
and is the site of the curious ‘Ear of Dionysius’, a vast grotto with an 
amplifying resonance. We will continue to explore the island of Ortigia 
where we will find the Temple of Apollo, considered to be Sicily’s most 
ancient Doric temple and the Baroque Cathedral, erected over the 
remains of the Temple of Minerva. Return to the ship for lunch and enjoy 
a free afternoon to explore independently. 

Day 10 Valletta, Malta to London. Disembark this morning and transfer 
to the airport for our scheduled flight to London.

Agrigento

Cagliari

Greek Theatre, Taormina

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON 
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Nine nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer 
and soft drinks with lunch and dinner • Noble Caledonia onboard 
team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions • Gratuities  
• Transfers • Port taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

£4195
£4495
£4795
£5195
£5695
£6095
£6295
£5395

£3995
£4295
£4595
£4995
£5495
£5895
£6095
£5195

If you would like to spend some time in Malta after disembarking 
the MS Serenissima we are offering a two night extension 
providing the opportunity to explore Valletta and the 
surrounding area. 

The Itinerary 
Day 1 Valletta, Malta. After breakfast we will disembark and begin 
a guided walking tour of Valletta, the 16th century “Fortress City”. 
After lunch we transfer to our hotel and check in. The remainder 
of the afternoon and evening is free for independent exploration. 
(B, L)

Day 2 Mdina. A morning tour will take us to Mdina, which 
Phoenician in origin was the fortified capital of the island before 
the arrival of the Knights. Spend the afternoon at leisure before we 
meet for dinner. (B, D)

Day 3 Valletta to London. Check out this morning and transfer to 
the airport for our scheduled flight to London. (B)

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Twin:  £745  Single:  £995

Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation in Malta, meals as 
indicated (B – Breakfast, L – Lunch, D – Dinner), drinks with lunch & 
dinner, tours as described, Noble Caledonia Tour Manager, gratuities, 
transfers.  
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Post-cruise Malta Extension  
7th to 9th October 2023 

Valletta
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The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Valletta, Malta. Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival 
transfer to the MS Serenissima and enjoy welcome drinks and dinner as 
we sail this evening.

Day 2 Licata for Piazza Armerina, Sicily. From the port of Licata 
we travel inland to what is regarded as the finest Roman site in Sicily, 
the Imperial Roman Villa of Casale, which is located close to Piazza 
Armerina amidst wooded rolling countryside. This huge villa was built 
in the 3rd century and has some stunning floor mosaics. Our return 
drive takes us through the province of Caltanissetta, recognised today 
as one of the best winemaking regions in Italy thanks above all to 
its production of high quality, prestigious red wines including Nero 
D’Avola. We will break our journey at one of these vineyards and enjoy 
a chance to sample some wine over a Sicilian lunch before returning to 
the ship.

Here is the perfect voyage for those who love Italy, travelling in the company 
of less than 100 like-minded travellers and sailing aboard a delightful small 

ship with a varied programme of interesting visits ashore. Setting sail from 
Valletta’s Grand Harbour, we will spend time in Sicily to appreciate the island’s 
rich legacy of so many invading civilisations followed by time in Puglia, our 
itinerary taking us off the beaten track to many places that are beyond the reach 
of the mega-cruise ships. 

Sicily is an endlessly fascinating island that lends itself beautifully to discovery 
by small ship and our visits ashore here will include the Roman mosaics of the 
Imperial Roman Villa of Casale, the magnificently sited Doric temples of 
Agrigento, timelessly beautiful Syracuse, and the stunning Greek theatre at 
Taormina. Crossing to the heel of Italy, our final days will be spent discovering Puglia’s many gems including visits with local 
guides to prehistoric dwellings and traditional trulli abodes as well as splendid Baroque architecture and 15th century palazzos. 

Our days will be varied as we explore UNESCO World Heritage Sites, walk through historic villages and towns and discover the 
uniqueness of each region as well as enjoying opportunities to sample the local food and wine. Owing to the fact that our small 
ship can moor centrally, we have the added advantage of being able to access the towns by foot in many ports of call and we 
have also included time at leisure for individual exploration enabling you to soak up the atmosphere at your own pace.

A voyage from Valletta to Brindisi aboard the MS Serenissima
7th to 17th October 2023

Treasures of Sicily & Puglia

Day 3 Agrigento for Valley of the Temples. Although handsome in 
its own right and awash with Medieval atmosphere, Agrigento is not 
our main reason for calling at this southern coast port. Close by is the 
Valle dei Templi, a series of Doric temples and the most captivating of 
Sicilian Greek remains, a grouping unique outside Greece. Surrounded 
in greenery of olive and almond trees, admire the Temple of Hera, the 
Temple of Concordia, the Dioscuri Temple, the Temple of Olympic Jove 
and the Temple of Hercules. Also visit the excellent onsite museum 
before returning to the ship for lunch. Spend the afternoon at sea as we 
sail around the Sicilian coast.

Day 4 Syracuse. Syracuse was founded by the Greeks in 734 BC and 
by the 5th century was a political and military power throughout the 
Mediterranean which rivalled Athens as the largest and most beautiful 
city in the Greek world. On leaving the vessel we visit the Neapolis 
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Ear of Dionysius, Syracuse

Archaeological Park where we will find a well preserved Greek theatre 
with seats carved from limestone. Paradise Quarry, now an attractive 
garden and orange grove, was the primary source of that limestone 
and is the site of the curious ‘Ear of Dionysius’, a vast grotto with an 
amplifying resonance. We will continue to explore the island of Ortigia 
where we will find the Temple of Apollo, considered to be Sicily’s most 
ancient Doric temple and the Baroque Cathedral, erected over the 
remains of the Temple of Minerva. The afternoon is free to explore 
independently before we meet this evening for a private concert in one 
of the town’s palazzos accompanied by local food and wine.

Day 5 Catania & Taormina. From the port of Catania we drive up 
the coast to Taormina, a walled town lying in the shadow of Mount 
Etna, Europe’s highest volcano. The town has been a popular tourist 
destination since the 19th century and our guided tour will include 
walking the characteristic alleys before visiting the 15th century Palazzo 
Corvaja and the impressive Greek Theatre from where there are 
marvellous views over the town and coast. Return to the ship for lunch 
and spend the afternoon in Catania. The architecture here is particularly 
impressive but a little forbidding being mainly constructed from black 
lava stone from Mount Etna. On an afternoon walking tour we will see 
the magnificent Piazza del Duomo, a World Heritage Site, St Agatha’s 
Cathedral and the imposing 13th century Castello Ursino.    

Day 6 At Sea. Spend a relaxing day at sea as we sail to the heel of Italy. 
Maybe join a lecture in the lounge or find a spot on deck.

Day 7 Taranto, Italy. Our first call in Puglia with be Taranto from where 
we cross into neighbouring Basilicata as we visit the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site of Sassi di Matera (stones of Matera). Situated in the old 
town of Matera, the Sassi are prehistoric dwellings dug into the rock 
itself and are suspected to be some of the first human settlements 
in Italy. The site covers over 1000 hectares and comprises over 1000 

Taormina

Trulli Houses, Alberobello

buildings including houses, churches, shops, workshops and monasteries 
and we will learn more about the history of the town on a walking tour of 
the labyrinthine streets. The afternoon is free to explore Taranto at your 
own pace and you may want to see the 15th century Aragonese Castle or 
the 11th century cathedral. 

Day 8 Otranto & Lecce. After breakfast we will drive to Lecce, often 
referred to as ‘The Florence of the South’ with its amazing collection of 
Baroque architecture. A guided walk will include a visit to the beautifully 
decorated Santa Croce Basilica and Piazza Duomo, considered one 
of the finest and most impressive squares in southern Italy. We return 
to the ship for lunch and the afternoon is free to explore Otranto 
independently, maybe walk the winding streets or along the seaside 
promenade. The highlight is the wonderful cathedral with its Medieval 
mosaic floor created by the monk, Pantaleone, between 1163 and 1165. 
You can also see the Chapel of the Dead which shows the bones and 
skulls of 813 martyrs killed by the invading Turks in 1480.

Day 9 Monopoli & Alberobello. Today we drive into the Puglian 
countryside which is scattered with ‘trulli’, limestone dwellings built with 
dome or conical roofs. We will enjoy a pleasant walk in Alberobello, a 
fairy-tale trulli village and a UNESCO World Heritage Site and see the 
St Anthony Church also built in trullo style. Afterwards we visit ‘Cantina 
Albea’ and its wine museum, home to pictures and old instruments used 
in the past for the production of wine and where we will enjoy a tasting 
along with a talk on wine production. Return to the ship for lunch and a 
free afternoon in Monopoli where you can wander through the historic 
centre, visit the cathedral or see the Castello di Carlo V.
 
Day 10 Brindisi & Ostuni. From our berth in Brindisi we head to the 
“White City” of Ostuni, so called due to the almost blinding sunlight 
reflecting on the walls of its whitewashed dwellings. Ostuni has a 
privileged position as it was built on three hills and from the top of the 

Monopoli
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SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £300 PER PERSON 
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • 10 nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer 
and soft drinks with lunch and dinner • Noble Caledonia onboard 
team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions • Gratuities  
• Transfers • Port taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

£4995
£5295
£5595
£5995
£6495
£6995
£7295
£5795

£4695
£4995
£5295
£5695
£6195
£6695
£6995
£5495

If you would like to spend some time in Malta before embarking 
the MS Serenissima we are offering the opportunity to enjoy a 
two night stay in Valletta.

The Itinerary 
Day 1 London to Valletta, Malta. Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival 
transfer to our hotel and check in for a two night stay. After some 
time at leisure we will meet for dinner this evening. (D)

Day 2 Valletta. Enjoy a morning walking tour of Valletta, the 
16th century “Fortress City” built by the Knights of St John. Our 
morning tour will include the highlights of Valletta with its stunning 
views across the harbour from the Barakka Gardens. We will 
explore Merchants Street, containing the surviving auberges built 
by the Knights of St John of Jerusalem, together with the palace 
where Napoleon Bonaparte is believed to have stayed in 1798. Our 
final stop will be at St John’s Cathedral. Enjoy the rest of the day at 
leisure. (B)

Day 3 Valletta. This morning we will tour the city of Mdina. 
Originally this city was given the name of “Citta Nobile” and is 
now known as the “Silent City” at the heart of the island. Mdina 
is Phoenician in origin and was the fortified capital of the island 
before the arrival of the Knights. We will enjoy a local lunch before 
transferring to the MS Serenissima moored in Valletta. (B, L)

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Twin:  £745  Single:  £995

Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation in Malta, meals as 
indicated (B – Breakfast, L – Lunch, D – Dinner), drinks with lunch & 
dinner, tours as described, Noble Caledonia Tour Manager, gratuities, 
transfers.  
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Pre-cruise Malta Extension  
5th to 7th October 2023

Ostuni

Valletta

town you can enjoy a stunning view of the Adriatic coast from which 
Ostuni is separated by an ocean of centuries-old olive trees. The town 
has maintained its Medieval atmosphere which we will experience as we 
walk through the meandering, narrow and picturesque streets of the old 
town which lead to the impressive 15th century cathedral, a beautiful 
example of Apulian Romanesque style. Spend the afternoon at leisure in 
Brindisi, maybe take a stroll along the waterfront promenade and see the 
Roman Arch which marks the end of the Roman Road “Via Appia” used 
by pilgrims, soldiers and traders as they travelled to Greece and the 
Holy Land. Alternatively visit the 12th century Tempio di San Giovanni al 
Sepolcro or wander the palm-tree lined Corso Garibaldi.

Day 11 Brindisi to London. Disembark this morning and transfer to the 
airport for our scheduled flight to London.

Mosaic floor, Villa Romana del Casale Lecce
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Greek Temple of Concordia
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Join us as we discover the beauty and wonders of the Adriatic, a captivating region 
that offers a delightful combination of lovely scenery and fascinating history. Our 

autumn cruise includes some charming places in both Italy and Croatia and over the 
course of ten days we will immerse ourselves in the region’s rich heritage and 
musical diversity. October is, of course, a lovely time in the Mediterranean when 
comfortable temperatures and uncrowded resorts make for a most enjoyable trip.

Our journey begins in Puglia, the heel of Italy, from where we make our way along 
the Adriatic coast of Italy and across to Croatia. We will call into cities and towns, 
learning of their intriguing history from our informative local guides and we also 
have the opportunity to experience a variety of glorious music at a selection of 
unique venues. From Vivaldi to Rossini, our musical programme will include great 
works from the early music to the golden age of opera and where better to listen to 
such inspiring works than in the places they were written or performed. 

A highlight for many will be our two full days in Venice where we learn of the 
influence La Serenissima exerted over the region in bygone days and enjoy an exclusive private concert of Vivaldi 
themed music. With just 95 like-minded fellow passengers and the MS Serenissima as our base, by the end of the 
voyage you will have seen and learnt so much about the fascinating musical legacy of the region. To complement  
our journey further, we have the expertise and knowledge of Guest Speaker Philip Blake-Jones who will be joining us 
on board.

A voyage from Brindisi to Split aboard the MS Serenissima with Guest Speaker Philip Blake-Jones
17th to 26th October 2023

Musical Journey along the Adriatic

Rovinj
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CROATIA
Pesaro

ITALY

Murano & 
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Ravenna
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The Itinerary

Guest Speaker – Philip Blake-Jones
Philip studied singing and piano at the 
Royal Academy of Music. As a professional 
opera singer he made his solo debut with 
Glyndebourne Festival Opera and was a 
principal with the D’Oyly Carte Opera Company 
which included national tours and singing 
Strephon in the most recent recording of 
Iolanthe. He is the Artistic Director of London 
Festival Opera and over twenty-five years has 

produced opera performances in a wide range of venues including 
Buxton Opera House, Windsor Theatre Royal, St John’s Smith 
Square, St James’s Palace, Kensington Palace, 10 Downing Street, 
Guildhall and Mansion House. Overseas performances include the 
British Embassy in Paris, the President’s Palace in Malta and La Fenice 
Opera House in Venice. Most recently he has created and presented 
performances for the Salisbury and Windsor Festivals and a lecture on 
performing opera internationally at the House of Lords. Philip works 
closely with Noble Caledonia on creating programmes of opera and 
music inspired by many wonderful locations such as the Villa Carlotta 
on Lake Como.  
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Day 1 London to Brindisi, Italy. Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival 
transfer to the MS Serenissima and enjoy welcome drinks and dinner as 
we moor overnight.

Day 2 Lecce. After breakfast we drive to Lecce, often referred to as 
‘The Florence of the South’ with its amazing collection of Baroque 
architecture. A guided walk will include a visit to the beautifully 
decorated Santa Croce Basilica and Piazza Duomo, considered one of 
the finest and most impressive squares in southern Italy. After the tour, 
there will be an exclusive, private visit to one of the city’s palazzos. The 

La Fenice, Venice

owner of the palazzo will personally take us on a tour, sharing interesting 
stories and anecdotes regarding his family and the palazzo itself. We 
will also enjoy a concert of traditional music and dance of the Salento 
region called La Pizzica. Return to the ship for lunch and spend a relaxing 
afternoon at sea.

Day 3 Jesi. After a morning at sea we arrive into Ancona from where 
we drive inland to Jesi. Jesi was a prosperous town in the Middle Ages 
and Renaissance leaving a legacy of many beautiful palaces, churches 
and civic buildings which we will see during our guided city walk. The 
city was also the birthplace of the musician and composer Giovanni 
Battista Pergolesi in 1710 and we will see the theatre named after him 
before visiting the workshop of Maestro Quagliano to learn about the 
construction of violins, violas and cellos, all built according to classical 
traditions. Apart from music, this part of Marche is famous for its 
Verdicchio wines and we will enjoy a tasting accompanied by regional 
delicacies before returning to the ship. We remain moored in Ancona 
overnight.

Day 4 Pesaro & Ancona. A morning drive takes us to Pesaro, an 
attractive seaside resort on the Adriatic coast. We will explore the town, 
see the remarkable mosaic floor of the cathedral and visit the Civic 
Museum. However, our main reason for visiting Pesaro is to see the 
birthplace of the composer Gioachino Rossini. Our tour will take us to Via 
Rossini where we visit the house where he was born in 1792 and the small 
museum containing some of his original scores and documents. See the 
Conservatory, built with funds bequeathed to the Town Council on his 
death in 1868, and the local theatre which was named after him. We hope 
to enjoy a concert of his music with students at the city’s “Accademia 
del canto”. Return later to Ancona where there will be some free time to 
relax on board or explore independently. Maybe visit the 11th century 
Cathedral of San Ciriaco, the art gallery (Pinacoteca Communale), the 
archaeological museum or the remains of the Roman amphitheatre.

Chiesa della Pieta

Roman theatre, Lecce Statue of Emperor Trajan, Ancona
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SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON 
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Nine nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer 
and soft drinks with lunch and dinner • Noble Caledonia onboard 
team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions • Gratuities  
• Transfers • Port taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance, evening performance in Venice.

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

£4195
£4495
£4795
£5295
£5795
£6295
£6495
£4995

£3995
£4295
£4595
£5095
£5595
£6095
£6295
£4795

Day 5 Ravenna & Bologna. From our berth in Ravenna there will be 
a choice of tours today. Ravenna has a rich history being the capital of 
the Western Roman Empire and capital of the Ostrogoth Kingdom of 
Italy whilst the port of Classe was one of the largest in the Roman world. 
From the 4th to 6th century, the city became a hub for skilled craftsmen 
who covered the city’s churches in stunningly beautiful mosaics which 
were described by Dante as a “symphony of colour”. A morning tour 
will include the Basilica di Sant Apollinare, named after Ravenna’s 
patron and featuring mosaics of biblical figures such as Abraham and 
Emperor Constantine IV. Meanwhile, at the Basilica di San Vitale we 
will see mosaics representing scenes from the old testament and the 
Byzantine Emperor Justinian. Return to the MS Serenissima for lunch 
and an afternoon at leisure. Alternatively join a full day tour to Bologna, 
considered one of the most beautiful cities in Italy it is dominated by 
spectacular architecture from the Medieval, Renaissance and Baroque 
periods. Our exploration of music heritage in Bologna includes 
Bologna’s main music chapel inside the Basilica of San Petronio, the 
huge Gothic church of San Giacomo Maggiore, containing the private 
chapel of the noble Bentivoglio family, and the small oratory of Santa 
Cecilia. We end at the museum and library of music which exhibits 
musical instruments, manuscripts, original music scores and opera libretti 
spanning nearly six centuries of European music. The collection includes 
pieces from Padre Martini who met with a young Mozart on his visit to 
the city in 1770. We will enjoy lunch in the city and some free time before 
returning to the ship and sailing this evening. 

Day 6 Venice. After breakfast we will take a private motor launch, 
passing many of the 40 picturesque islands that surround the Venetian 
Lagoon to visit two of the most beautiful islands which are home to the 
city’s artisans. Murano has been renowned for its glass manufacture 
since 1291 and here we will witness masters of this delicate craft at work. 
Continue to Burano, a tiny island dotted with brightly painted houses 
but also famed for its traditional lace making, an art still practised by 
many of the local women. This afternoon and evening are free to explore 
at your own pace as we moor overnight. Should there be a performance 
at La Fenice we will be able to assist with bookings once the schedules 
for the theatres are released, we hope to send details of this 12 weeks 
prior to departure.

Day 7 Venice. This morning we take a private tour of the famous Fenice 
Opera House. Founded in 1792, the theatre has staged many premieres 
of operas by Rossini, Bellini and Verdi. Despite being destroyed by fires 
in 1836 and 1996 the theatre has been restored to its original glory. After 
lunch we embark on a walking tour to discover the hidden corners of 
Venice. An off-the-beaten-track itinerary through the Arsenale, a colossal 
shipyard of the Serenissima Republic; the San Giorgio dei Greci Church 
and its secret courtyard; Campo Santa Maria Formosa, one of the city’s 
largest squares and Marco Polo’s House. We end at the Chiesa della 
Pieta, a former convent and orphanage and an authentic masterpiece 
of the 18th century by Giorgio Massari. The young orphans that stayed 
here were encouraged to study music and their most famous teacher 
was Antonio Vivaldi. It was here that he composed the Four Seasons 
and we have arranged for an exclusive private concert of Vivaldi themed 
music performed by a Venetian orchestra. It will be a thrilling experience 
to hear the music performed where it was created. Return to the ship for 
dinner as we sail this evening.

Basilica di San Vitale, Ravenna

Day 8 Pula & Rovinj, Croatia. Arrive in Croatia at the tip of the Istrian 
Peninsula and the former Roman settlement of Polensium, now known 
as Pula. On a morning tour we will discover one of the best preserved 
Roman amphitheatres left in the world. The Arena, built in the 1st century 
AD was designed to host gladiatorial contests with seating for up to 
20,000 spectators. This afternoon we will set sail to the atmospheric town 
of Rovinj where the houses inside the old town are small and lean into 
each other creating a unique atmosphere. Our guided walking tour will 
include the Franciscan Monastery, City Palace and the 17th century clock 
tower before we visit the town’s main landmark, St Euphemia Church, 
which is built on the top of a small hill. This Baroque building built in 
Venetian style was dedicated to the saint and martyr whose sarcophagus, 
according to a legend, was miraculously washed ashore somewhere 
around 800 AD. We will enjoy a private choir concert before returning to 
the ship and sailing this evening.

Day 9 Rijeka. Rijeka has flourished under many empires from the 
Romans to Habsburg and Austro Hungarian which is reflected in the 
varied architecture in the city centre from the Roman arch to the 17th 
century St Vitus Church. A short walk from the pier is the Zajc Theatre. 
Named after Croatian composer, Ivan Zajc and built in 1885 this is the 
main theatre in Rijeka and we will be able to see the stunning ceiling 
which contains works by Gustav Klimt. Continue to the Governor’s Palace 
which houses the Maritime and Historical Museum. Here we find the 
Kresnik Collection dedicated to the life and work of Franjo Kresnik, a 
famous Croatian violinist, known as ‘the man who reads violins’. He built 
52 violins himself, eight of which remain in the museum, and we will be 
treated to a private performance of one of these instruments. Return to 
the ship for lunch and enjoy an afternoon at sea.
 
Day 10 Split to London. Disembark this morning and transfer to the 
airport for our scheduled flight to London.

Roman amphitheatre, PulaBurano
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Grand Canal, Venice
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