
Rome is endlessly enthralling and can be visited time and time again. Not just because it offers a 
phenomenal concentration of history, legend and monuments, although this is certainly reason enough, but 

because the city is one of the most beautiful, vital and captivating in the world. It is also the setting of 
Tosca – a timeless tale of love, lust and politics – and on this new and exclusive tour we will discover the 

locations of Puccini’s most beloved work and attend an evening performance of La Tosca at the 
magnificent Teatro dell’Opera.

During our stay in the ‘Eternal City’ we will explore the city through the opera’s three acts as we visit the 
Church of Sant’ Andrea della Valle, the imposing Palazzo Farnese where Tosca fights off Scarpia’s 

advances, and finally, the battlements of Castel Sant’ Angelo, where Cavaradossi awaits execution as the 
dawn church bells ring. We will also discover some of Rome’s less obvious treasures including art and 

architecture from the Baroque period, the Basilica of Santa Cecilia in Trastevere and Aventine Hill, a leafy 
retreat filled with some of Rome’s most ancient sites. 

Like all fascinating places Rome attracts millions of visitors each year and so a visit out of season is an 
excellent option; avoiding the high season crowds allows you to view the many special places at a 

leisurely pace whether on one of the guided tours or whilst exploring independently. We will be based at 
the Hotel Metropole Rome which is ideally located in the centre of Rome and only a short stroll from the 

main attractions.

A six night exploration of Rome’s wonders  
including a performance of Tosca

2nd to 8th November 2022

TOSCA IN 

ROME



2 Chester Close, Belgravia, London, SW1X 7BE
+44 (0)20 7752 0000 | info@noble-caledonia.co.uk | www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request.
Cover image: Rome.

NCNP271_K

HOTEL METROPOLE ROME 
For our stay in Rome we will be based at the centrally located, four-
star Metropole Hotel which is perfectly situated for exploring the city’s 
historical and cultural sites and sits just 100 metres from the Teatro 
dell’Opera. The hotel features 236 newly renovated rooms and suites 
which provide an oasis of peace from the bustle of the city. All rooms 
include air-conditioning and heating, mini bar, hairdryer, safe, bathrobe 
and slippers, tea and coffee making facilities and satellite TV. The Superior 
Rooms average 16 square metres, the Deluxe Rooms measure 18 square 
metres and the Executive Rooms are 20 square metres and some have 
a balcony. The Junior Suites are 26 square metres and include a living 
room area with a sofa. Complimentary Wi-Fi is available throughout the 
hotel and there is also a fitness room. The hotel features a restaurant with 
menus combining traditional and contemporary cuisine and a bar in which 
to relax after a busy day exploring.

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Rome, Italy. Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival transfer  
to our hotel and enjoy free time before we meet for dinner tonight. (D)

Day 2 Basilica Sant’Andrea della Valle & Palazzo Farnese. Our 
morning walking tour will visit some of the locations from Tosca. We start 
at the Basilica of Sant’Andrea della Valle, which features in the first act. 
Construction began in 1591 by the architects Della Porta, Grimaldi and 
Maderno, but the Gothic facade was added in the second half of the 
17th century. Inside, see the Chapel Barberini, one of eight chapels in the 
basilica, and known as the “Cappella della Tosca” due to the inspiration 
provided to Puccini. We continue walking through the alleys of Rome to 
reach Piazza Farnese and then the Palazzo Farnese where the second act 
of the opera takes place. Originally commissioned by Cardinal Alessandro 
Farnese in 1517 the building is renowned as one of the most beautiful 
palaces in the city from that period. After a Roman lunch, the remainder  
of the day is at leisure. (B, L)

Day 3 Castel Sant’Angelo & Teatro dell’Opera. Today we start at the 
Castel San’Angelo which was conceived by Emperor Hadrian to be used 
as a mausoleum for his family. From the 5th century, being strategically 
placed on the Tiber, it became a fortress integrated into the Aurelian Walls 
for the defence of Rome. The Castle was connected to the Vatican City, 
which fell outside the city walls, by a tunnel to serve as a refuge for both the 
Pope and valuable church possessions in case of an attack on the Vatican. 
In the 19th century it was used as prison. From the early 20th century it 
became a museum, which we tour today. In the afternoon we will take a 
guided tour of the Teatro dell’Opera. Built by Domenico Constanzi the first 
performance was Semiramide by Rossini in November 1880 and it was here 
that Tosca premiered on the 14th January 1900. The acoustics were key to 
the construction and we will learn about the horseshoe design which aimed 
to create a “resonance chamber”. (B, D)

Day 4 Baroque Rome & Tosca Performance. Our morning is dedicated 
to Baroque Rome. We start from Piazza Colonna and continue to Piazza 
Montecitorio, where the Baroque building of the same name is now the 
seat of the Italian Parliament. Continuing on foot through the alleys of the 
centre we will see the building where Caravaggio lived during his Roman 
period and visit the Church of Sant’Agostino to admire one of the artist’s 
masterpieces: The Madonna del Pellegrino. We will also see the Church 
of San Luigi dei Francesi, a real triumph of Baroque art whilst inside the 
Contarelli Chapel we can admire the splendid Triptych of the Conversion of 
San Matthew commissioned from Caravaggio by Matteo Contarelli. We end 

at Piazza Navona, a true compendium of the Roman Baroque. After lunch, 
the remainder of the day is at leisure before we return this evening to the 
Teatro dell’Opera for a performance of Tosca. (B, L)

Day 5 Santa Cecilia in Trastevere. The Basilica of Santa Cecilia, the patron 
saint of musicians, is built on the site where St Cecilia was martyred in 230 
AD. In the church we can see the ciborium in black and white marble signed 
by Arnolfo di Cambio in 1293, the famous statue of Santa Cecilia by Stefano 
Maderno and the fresco of the Last Judgment by Pietro Cavallini which was 
painted in the 13th century. We will also explore the fascinating basement 
of the church where Roman remains have been discovered. After our visit 
we will walk in the Trastevere district and following lunch, the remainder of 
the day is at leisure. (B, L)

Day 6 Rome Colle Aventino & Terme di Caracalla. The Aventine Hill is 
one of the Seven Hills on which Rome was built and became an elite area 
of the ancient city. Today it is a residential neighbourhood containing a 
patchwork of ancient churches, private homes and hidden gardens. We 
will visit the interiors of the early Christian Basilica of Santa Sabina, the 
church of Santi Bonifacio and Alessia and the church of Santa Prisca and its 
Mithraeum. Later we will visit the Baths of Caracalla, the most impressive 
and best preserved public spa building from ancient Rome. Return to the 
hotel and meet this evening for our farewell dinner. (B, D)

Day 7 Rome to London. Check out after breakfast and transfer to the 
airport for our scheduled flight to London. (B)

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy
  Double Occupancy Sole Occupancy
Superior Room: £2495  £2995
Deluxe Room: £2695 £3295
Executive Room: £2895  N/A
Junior Suite: £3095 N/A

  PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Six nights hotel 
accommodation • Meals as indicated (B – Breakfast, L – Lunch, D – Dinner)  
• Drinks with included lunches & dinners • Excursions as described  
• Platea tickets for performance of Tosca • Noble Caledonia Tour Manager  
• Gratuities • Transfers.

 Not Included: Travel insurance.
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