
A LATE SUMMER VOYAGE FROM VALLETTA TO ATHENS 
ABOARD THE MS SERENISSIMA  
17TH TO 26TH SEPTEMBER 2022 

TIMELESS 
MEDITERRANEAN

£200 PER PERSON

LAUNCH  OFFER - SAVE



www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Join us for this relaxing and informative voyage as we explore the 
Mediterranean and all its wonders as we cruise to some of the most 

fascinating sites of the ancient world and spend time in some scenic towns and 
coastal ports. Sailing from the Grand Harbour of Valletta, our itinerary has been 
devised to include a rich collection of archaeological, historical and beautiful 
sites in Italy and Greece. We will also visit the marvellous site of Butrint in 
Albania where settlement can be traced back to the 8th century BC and, whilst 
in Greece we will explore a magnificent array of ancient ruins including 
the sporting history of Olympia and the ruins at Epidaurus, one of the most 
renowned of Greece’s ancient sites. 

This heady mix of islands and ports represents a fascinating itinerary combining as it does some ‘must see’ sites 
together with little known places that are perfectly suited for the 95-passenger MS Serenissima. We have also 
included ample time at leisure for independent exploration in some charming ports of call such as Syracuse, Preveza 
and Nafplio, places where owing to our ability to moor centrally, you can easily access the delightful towns from 
our moorings. By the end of the voyage you will have seen and learnt so much and exploring in small groups with 
excellent guides, our trips ashore will be a pleasure. We have the added advantage of travelling in September, a 
perfect month for our voyage, when the crowds have dispersed but the weather is ideal for touring and sightseeing. 

The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Valletta, Malta.  
Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival 
transfer to the MS Serenissima and 
enjoy welcome drinks and dinner 
as we moor overnight.

Day 2 Valletta & Mdina. This 
morning enjoy a guided walking 
tour of the 16th century “Fortress 
City” of Valletta which was built 
by the Knights of St John. We 
will include the highlights of the 
city including the stunning views 
across the harbour from the 
Barrakka Gardens. We will explore 
Merchants Street, containing the 
surviving auberges built by the 
Knights of St John of Jerusalem, 
together with the palace where 
Napoleon Bonaparte is believed to 
have stayed in 1798, see St John’s 
Cathedral and visit the National 
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Museum of Archaeology. The 
afternoon is free to relax or explore 
at your own pace, alternatively join 
a tour to Mdina. Originally given 
the name of “Citta Nobile”, the city 
of Mdina in the heart of the island 
is Phoenician in origin and was the 
fortified capital of the island before 
the arrival of the Knights. 

Day 3 Syracuse, Sicily. Syracuse 
was founded by the Greeks in 
734 BC and by the 5th century 
was a political and military power 
throughout the Mediterranean 
which rivalled Athens as the 
largest and most beautiful city 
in the Greek world. On leaving 
the vessel we visit the Neapolis 
Archaeological Park where we will 
find a well preserved Greek theatre 
with seats carved from limestone. 

Paradise Quarry, now an attractive 
garden and orange grove, was the 
primary source of that limestone 
and is the site of the curious ‘Ear 
of Dionysius,’ a vast grotto with 
an amplifying resonance. We will 
continue to explore the island 
of Ortigia where we will find the 
Temple of Apollo, considered 
to be Sicily’s most ancient Doric 
temple and the Baroque Cathedral, 
erected over the remains of the 
Temple of Minerva. The afternoon 
is free to explore independently 
and we sail late for anyone wishing 
to take an after dinner stroll.

Day 4 Crotone, Italy. After a 
morning at sea we arrive in Calabria 
and the port of Crotone which is on 
the site of the ancient Greek City of 
Kroton. Whilst little remains of the 

Greek city, it was one of the most 
important settlements of Magna 
Graecia, where Pythagoras set 
up a school in 530 BC and whose 
athletes were very successful at 
the Olympic Games. We will take 
a scenic drive inland this afternoon 
to Santa Severina, one of Italy’s 
prettiest towns overlooking the 
Neto River valley. We will explore 
the majestic Carafa Castle which 
was built by the Normans in 1076 
and is surrounded by strong, 
crenellated walls with a moat 
on three sides and containing 
intricate underground labyrinths 
and stables, with the remains of 
Medieval frescoes. Also see the 
cathedral, the beautiful Byzantine 
baptistery and wander the town’s 
tangled streets. On our return to 
the ship we will stop at one of the 
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Cabin Description Cat Price
2  Standard Stateroom 
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom 
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite 
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite 
10 Standard Single 
2  Standard Stateroom for sole use 
3  Classic Stateroom for sole use 

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Nine nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer 
and soft drinks with lunch & dinner • Noble Caledonia onboard team 
including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions • Gratuities • Transfers  
• Airport taxes • Port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance.

£4195
£4495
£4595
£4795
£5795
£5995
£6195
£4195
£4495
£4595

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

LAUNCH OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON 

£3995
£4295
£4395
£4595
£5595
£5795
£5995
£3995
£4295
£4395

vineyards that produces the famous 
Calabrian wine, Ciro, for a tasting 
accompanied by typical Calabrian 
food.

Day 5 Otranto & Lecce. From 
the port of Otranto we will drive 
to Lecce, often referred to as 
‘The Florence of the South’ with 
its majestic collection of Baroque 
architecture. A guided walk will 
include a visit to the beautifully 
decorated Santa Croce Basilica 
and Piazza Duomo, considered one 
of the finest and most impressive 
squares in southern Italy. Return to 
the ship for lunch and spend the 
afternoon exploring at leisure. A 
wander ashore brings you to the 
town ramparts, stroll through the 
gate and discover tranquil streets 
and alleys with views over the 
harbour as well as a 15th century 
Aragonese Castle. A highlight is the 
wonderful 11th century cathedral 
with its mosaic floor created by the 
monk, Pantaleone, between 1163 
and 1165. You can also see the 
Chapel of the Dead which shows 
the bones and skulls of 813 martyrs 
killed by the invading Turks in 1480. 

Day 6 Sarande, Albania & Corfu, 
Greece. Arriving in Albania, we will 
discover the ancient city of Butrint, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
On a guided morning tour explore 
the ruins that feature the remains of 
many eras and cultures. From the 
Hellenistic period there are temples, 
the promenade and the 4th century 
BC theatre. From the Roman era 
are the public baths, gymnasium 
and fountains. From the Byzantine 
era we see chapels and the large 
Basilica of St Peter and St Paul, 
whilst the Venetians are represented 
by a watchtower and a small castle 

with commanding views over the 
Straits of Corfu. Return to the  
MS Serenissima for lunch as we 
sail the short distance to Corfu 
where on an afternoon walking 
tour of Corfu Town we will see 
the Esplanade, cricket pitch and 
Church of St Spyridon.

Day 7 Preveza. This morning we 
arrive at the Greek mainland and 
from the port of Preveza we will 
head for the little known ancient 
city of Nicopolis, one of the 
largest and most important sites 
in the whole of Greece. Built by 
the Roman Emperor Octavianus 
Augustus following his victory at 
Aktiun in 31 BC over Antony and 
Cleopatra, inside its extensive walls 
are the Odeum, the theatre, the 
Nymphaeum and the monument to 
Augustus. Later the city flourished 
in the early Christian period as 
the seat of the archbishop of 
old Epiros but earthquakes and 
invading Goths and Vandals led to 
its demise. Spend the afternoon 
exploring Preveza at leisure.
 
Day 8 Katakolon for Olympia. 
Katakolon is our gateway to 
Olympia. The fame of Olympia 
rests upon the Olympic Games 
when during the celebrations 
that accompanied the Games, 
competitors, while not forgetting 
that they were Athenians, 
Spartans or from other city states, 
remembered that they were Greeks 
and regarded an Olympic victory 
as the highest honour. Pastoral 
and lush, Olympia’s plentiful ruins 
are shaded by Aleppo pines and 
olive trees and we will see the 
gymnasium, the stadium and the 
palestra or wrestling school. We 
will also explore the Altis, or sacred 

precinct of Zeus, which houses 
structures including the Temple of 
Zeus, one of the largest temples 
on the Greek mainland and the 
Archaeological Museum which 
houses some fine sculptures and 
artefacts from the site. Return 
to the ship for lunch and enjoy a 
relaxing afternoon at sea.

Day 9 Nafplio & Epidaurus. 
Nafplio’s sheltered location 
below a rocky headland and 
large natural fortress crowned 
by a Venetian castle is perhaps 
unrivalled in Greece. This morning 
we will visit Epidaurus, one of 
the most renowned of Greece’s 
ancient sites which was known 
throughout the Hellenic world for 
its unique medical facilities and 
healing treatments. Dedicated to 

Asclepius, the god of healing, 
the city was filled with curative 
spas and baths and only priests 
had access to certain secret sites. 
Most of the ruins of Epidaurus 
have been reduced to their 
foundations, with the exception of 
the astonishing theatre which is in 
an admirable state of preservation. 
Built into the ground, rather 
than above it, it is known for its 
fantastic acoustics, which we will 
observe during our visit. Return to 
Nafplio and enjoy time wandering 
the twisting labyrinthine streets 
viewing the Venetian and Turkish 
architecture.

Day 10 Athens to London. 
Disembark after breakfast and 
transfer to the airport for our 
scheduled flight to London.

Nafplio‘Ear of Dionysius’
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MS SERENISSIMA
The charming MS Serenissima began her career as the 
Harald Jarl, cruising the Norwegian coastline and fjords. 
Since 2003, when she was extensively renovated, she has 
been operating as a classic cruise ship. With her small size 
she can navigate into small, remote ports inaccessible to the 
big cruise ships and with her fleet of Zodiacs, she is capable 
of both destination and expedition cruising. 

Your Cabin/Suite
Accommodating no more than 95 passengers, there are 
eight different grades of cabins arranged over five decks, 
and all feature either windows or portholes. The cabins are 
attractively designed for comfort and convenience. All cabins 
are fully air conditioned and equipped with telephone, flat 
screen television, safety deposit box and other thoughtful 
appointments. Due to the very nature of the ship, the cabins 
vary in shape and size, adding to the vessel’s overall charm.

Your Dining
The free seating Venice Restaurant accommodates all guests 
in one sitting and, with its Deck 5 location, all of the tables 
benefit from great views. Breakfast is served buffet-style 
with cooked dishes available and eggs to order by the ship’s 
accomplished chef. Lunch is also served buffet-style with hot 
and cold dishes available and dinner is served à la carte. 

Your Space
There are two lounges on board in addition to the outside 
areas which include a spacious observation deck, a lido area 
with Jacuzzi, outside bar and a covered seating area. During 
the major refit in Sweden the then owners commissioned 
Swedish interior designers to create a country house style 
which has recently been updated with some Art Deco styling 
which works particularly well on a vessel of this vintage, 
providing intimacy and a classic nautical sensibility often 
lacking in larger vessels.

Owner’s Suite Lido Deck

Harald Jarl Lounge
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NB. Please note cabin sizes vary in each category and measurements  
shown are approximate.
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