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Your Cabin/Suite
Accommodating no more than 95 passengers, there are eight different 
grades of cabins arranged over five decks, and all feature either 
windows or portholes. The cabins are attractively designed for comfort 
and convenience. All cabins are fully air conditioned with an en-suite 
bathroom with shower (please note cabins 601 - 605 and 507 have a 
bath with shower attachment) and a selection of toiletries in addition 
to a hairdryer, robes and slippers. All cabins come equipped with 
telephone, flat screen television, safety deposit box and other thoughtful 
appointments. Refillable water bottles are available in all cabins for use 
on board. Due to the very nature of the ship, the cabins vary in shape 
and size, adding to the vessel’s overall charm.

Your Dining
The free seating Venice Restaurant 
accommodates all guests in one sitting 
and, with its Deck 5 location, all of the 
tables benefit from great views. The 
picture windows also make the restaurant 
wonderfully light and airy. Breakfast is served 
buffet-style with cooked dishes available and 
eggs to order by the ship’s accomplished 
chef. Lunch is also served buffet-style 

The charming MS Serenissima began her career as the Harald Jarl, cruising the Norwegian coastline and fjords. 
Since 2003, when she was extensively renovated, she has been operating as a classic cruise ship. Previously 
known as the MS Andrea, she was upgraded again in 2013 and started her new life as the MS Serenissima.  
With her small size she can navigate into small, remote ports inaccessible to the big cruise ships and  
appears an impressive sight when moored. With her fleet of Zodiacs, she is capable of both destination  
and expedition cruising. 

Venice Restaurant Andrea LoungeHarald Jarl Lounge

with hot and cold dishes available. Dinner is served à la carte and is four 
courses, except at the Captain’s Dinner, which is a six course affair. Where 
possible, local produce is sourced for an authentic dining experience. A 
choice of red or white wine, beer and soft drinks is included at lunch and 
dinner. In good weather there are al fresco dining facilities available and tea 
and coffee are available around the clock in the Andrea Lounge.

Your Space
The facilities on board include two lounges – the larger Andrea Lounge 
is comfortable and spacious and the smaller Harald Jarl Lounge is more 
intimate. There is also a small library and Wi-Fi is available at an extra 
cost throughout the vessel. The outside areas really are something 
special. A spacious observation deck allows 360 degree views of the 
passing scenery. From here, step down to the lido area with Jacuzzi 
and outside bar. The covered seating area at the back of Deck 6 is ideal 
for relaxing with a drink in hand. Perhaps, one of the best known and 
loved features of this vessel is its unique style. During the major refit in 
Sweden the then owners commissioned Swedish interior designers to 
create a country house style which has recently been updated with some 
Art Deco styling which works particularly well on a vessel of this vintage, 
providing intimacy and a classic nautical sensibility often lacking in 
larger vessels.

ms serenissima 
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Lido Deck

DELUXE STATEROOM
(15 to 25 square metres)

SUPERIOR STATEROOM
(11.5 to 18 square metres)

STANDARD STATEROOM
(10 to 11.5 square metres)

STANDARD SINGLE
(7 to 12.5 square metres)

MS SERENISSIMA DECK PLAN & CABINS

NB. Please note cabin sizes vary in each category and measurements shown are approximate.
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The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Malaga, Spain. Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival 
transfer to the MS Serenissima and enjoy welcome drinks and dinner as
 we sail this evening. 

Day 2 Cartagena. This morning we arrive in Spain’s main naval port of 
Cartagena. Enter the deep natural harbour through two fortified rocky 
headlands for a morning of exploration in a historic city that dates back to 
the Phoenicians. Hannibal used it as his capital city on the Iberian peninsula 
and named it after Carthage in North Africa whilst the Romans used it as 
a strategic port and administrative centre. The city walls remained intact 
until the 20th century, creating a dense historic centre. Take the lift or walk 
up to Concepcio Castle for amazing views of the city and harbour, view the 
Roman amphitheatre and the archaeological site of Molinete where work 
continues to uncover the Roman city. Later enjoy a stroll along the tree-
lined harbour promenade as we return to the MS Serenissima. Spend the 
afternoon at sea as we sail to the Balearic Islands.

Day 3 Palma, Mallorca. Mallorca, the largest of the Balearic Islands, has 
a rich history dating back to the Phoenicians when it was under control 

Join us aboard the 95 passenger MS Serenissima 
for this relaxing and informative voyage as we 

explore the Mediterranean and all its wonders. 
There is of course no shortage of cruise vessels 
plying the major ports and cities of the 
Mediterranean, but few are inclined to focus on the 
islands as we have done on this delightful voyage. 
Our intention has been to design a journey as if it 
were to be undertaken on a small private sailing ship, 
staying away from the larger commercial centres and 
concentrating on some of the most picturesque and interesting 
places in the region. 

Late summer is the perfect time for our voyage, when the 
crowds of August have dispersed but the weather is perfect for 
touring and sightseeing. Upon leaving mainland Spain, we have 
designed our itinerary to reach the islands of the Mediterranean 
combining time in Mallorca, Menorca, Sardinia, Sicily and 
Malta, all of which are easy to visit individually but difficult to 
combine independently in a nine night trip. Owing to the fact 
that our small ship can moor centrally, we have the advantage 
of being able to access the towns by foot in many ports of call 
and we have also included time at leisure for individual 
exploration enabling you to soak up the atmosphere at your 
own pace. 

We have the added benefit of excellent local guides and our 
knowledgeable Guest Speaker who will add much to your 
experience and knowledge of this fascinating region. Enjoy 
discovering timeless islands with their aura of history, unique 
island lifestyles and spectacular beauty as we travel a less 
well-trodden path across the Mediterranean.

A late summer voyage from Malaga to Malta aboard the MS Serenissima  
with Guest Speaker Dr Steve Kershaw
8th to 17th September 2022

Islands of the Mediterranean

 

SPAIN

Malaga
Cartagena

MALLORCA
Palma

MENORCA
Mahon

SARDINIA
Cagliari

SICILY

Trapani

Segesta

Erice

Agrigento
Syracuse

MALTA
Valletta

Gozo

Guest Speaker – Dr Steve Kershaw 
Dr Steve Kershaw is a tutor in Classics for Oxford 
University Department for Continuing Education, 
an accredited lecturer for The Arts Society (ex-
NADFAS), and lectures for the Victoria and Albert 
Museum’s Early Medieval: 300-1250 and The 
Classical World and Classical Revivals courses. 
His publications include The Penguin Dictionary 
of Classical Mythology, A Brief Guide to the 

Greek Myths, A Brief Guide to Classical Civilization, A Brief History 
of the Roman Empire, A Brief History of Atlantis: Plato’s Ideal State, 
Barbarians: Rebellion and Resistance to Rome, and Mythologica (a 
children’s book on the Greek myths). Steve is the author and tutor 
for Oxford University’s online courses in Greek Mythology, The Fall 
of Rome, and Minoans and Mycenaeans. In 2016 he appeared as an 
Expert Contributor to The History Channel’s ‘Barbarians Rising’ series, 
and he has travelled widely in the world of the Greeks and Romans, 
both physically and intellectually. Steve is also an honors graduate of 
the Musicians Institute in Los Angeles, and is regarded as one of the 
finest jazz double bass players in the UK.

Ortigia
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of Carthage, the principal North African city at that time, before 
flourishing under Roman rule. From our berth in Palma we will take 
the beautifully maintained vintage train that connects Palma with the 
pretty town of Soller on the island’s west coast and enjoy splendid 
mountain views of the Serra de Tramuntana, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. Over the course of just seven kilometres the railway 
rises 199 metres, runs through 13 tunnels and crosses several bridges. 
We will enjoy some time to explore Soller before taking a scenic 
drive to the village of Valldemossa. With a population of around 
2000, Valldemossa is a quiet and traditional town with narrow streets 
and lanes. We will enjoy a walk around the town followed by lunch at 
a local restaurant before returning to Palma where we will have some 
time to explore at leisure or return to the MS Serenissima. 

Day 4 Mahon, Menorca. Over breakfast we arrive in Menorca, the 
most northerly of the Balearics and the least dedicated to tourism. 
The island offers pastoral countryside, historic towns and superb 
beaches. This morning choose to join an island drive including the 
mysterious rock mounds (talayots) and megalithic stone monuments 
which were erected some 4,000 years ago before making our way 
to aristocratic Ciudadella, the architectural showpiece of Menorca. 
Situated at the head of a long channel from the sea, the city has had 
its share of disputes over sovereignty, and its character reflects the 
influence of Moorish, Turkish and Spanish rule. After lunch on board 
there will be a little time to explore the pretty harbour town of Mahon 
at your own pace before we sail in the mid afternoon.

Day 5 Cagliari, Sardinia. After a morning at sea we arrive in the 
Sardinian capital of Cagliari, an ancient city which dates back to the 
Phoenicians and Romans. Choose to take a walking tour around the 
old town with its narrow streets running along a steep hillside. See the 
terraced Piazza del Palazzo and the 14th century Cathedral of  
St Cecila. Alternatively, drive along the southwestern coast to reach 

Doric Temple, Segesta

Nora which was founded by the Phoenicians but also has Carthaginian 
and Roman ruins. After a period of Roman prosperity, there was a 
decline and in the 3rd century AD the city was engulfed by the sea. 
Still visible today are the remains of a Carthaginian warehouse and 
various Roman buildings, including the baths with splendid mosaics 
and the theatre. 

Day 6 Trapani, Sicily. Trapani was the landing point for Peter of 
Aragon in 1282 to start the Spanish occupation of Sicily. This morning 
there is the option to travel inland to explore Segesta, one of the 
grandest Doric monuments to survive. See the unfinished temple 
dating from 424 BC as well as the theatre from where you can enjoy 
excellent views of the countryside and distant coastline. Alternatively 
visit Erice, famed in antiquity for its temple dedicated to the goddess 
of love, the Phoenician Astarte, Greek Aphrodite or Roman Venus. A 
tour via cable car will take us to this stunning site high above the sea 
and to the beautifully preserved Medieval town characterised by its 
winding cobblestone streets and beautiful courtyards. Both tours will 
then enjoy a Sicilian lunch at a nearby olive oil farm. We return to the 
ship later in the afternoon and there will be the opportunity to wander 
around Trapani at leisure as we plan to sail later in the evening.

Day 7 Agrigento & Valley of the Temples. Although handsome in 
its own right and awash with Medieval atmosphere, Agrigento is not 
our main reason for calling at this southern coast port. Close by is the 
Valle dei Templi, a series of Doric temples and the most captivating 
of Sicilian Greek remains, a grouping unique outside Greece. 
Surrounded in greenery of olive and almond trees, admire the Temple 
of Hera, the Temple of Concordia, the Dioscuri Temple, the Temple of 
Olympic Jove and the Temple of Hercules. After lunch on board the 
afternoon is free to explore Agrigento and shuttles will run from the 
port to the town and the excellent archaeological museum which you 
can explore at leisure. 

Cartagena Erice

Soller

Ear of Dionysius
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SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON 
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Nine nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer 
and soft drinks with lunch and dinner • Noble Caledonia onboard 
team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions • Gratuities  
• Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

£4395
£4595
£4895
£5295
£5895
£6395
£6695
£5495

£4195
£4395
£4695
£5095
£5695
£6195
£6495
£5295

Day 8 Syracuse. Syracuse was founded by the Greeks in 734 BC and 
by the 5th century was a political and military power throughout the 
Mediterranean which rivalled Athens as the largest and most beautiful city 
in the Greek world. This morning we will visit the Neapolis Archaeological 
Park where we find a well preserved Greek theatre with seats carved from 
limestone. Paradise Quarry, now an attractive garden and orange grove, 
was the primary source of that limestone and is the site of the curious ‘Ear 
of Dionysius’, a vast grotto with an amplifying resonance. Continuing to 
explore the island of Ortigia we will find the Temple of Apollo, considered 
to be Sicily’s most ancient Doric temple and the Baroque Cathedral, 
erected over the remains of the Temple of Minerva. The afternoon is 
free to explore independently before meeting this evening for a private 
concert in one of the town’s palazzos accompanied by local food and 
wine. 

Day 9 Gozo, Malta. Arrive this morning off the Maltese island of Gozo, 
thought to be the Calypso Isles of Homer’s Odyssey and a lovely place 
to spend a day. On a morning drive we will visit the Ggantija Temples in 
Xaghra. Dating back to 3600 BC the temples, which are now recognised 
as a World Heritage Site, are one of the most significant archaeological 
finds in Malta. Continue to Our Lady of Victories Church, one of the most 
richly embellished places of worship on the island which was elevated to 
the rank of a minor Basilica in 1967. We return to the ship for lunch and 
the afternoon is free to explore at your own pace. Shuttle buses will run 
to the capital of Victoria where you can take your time to walk the walls or 
through the narrow streets of this small picturesque city. Be on deck this 
evening as we sail and enter the grand harbour of Valletta where we moor 
overnight.

Day 10 Valletta to London. Disembark this morning and transfer to the 
airport for our scheduled flight to London.

PRICES PER PERSON - Based on double occupancy

Twin: £695   
Single: £945
Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation in Malta, meals as indicated 
(B - Breakfast, L - Lunch, D - Dinner), tours as described, Noble Caledonia 
Tour Manager, gratuities, transfers.   
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Day 1 Valletta, Malta. Disembark this morning as we take a walking tour 
of Valletta, the 16th century “Fortress City”. We will explore Merchants 
Street, containing the surviving auberges built by the Knights of St John 
of Jerusalem, together with the palace where Napoleon Bonaparte 
is believed to have stayed in 1798. Our final stop will be at St John’s 
Cathedral. We will enjoy lunch at a local restaurant before transferring to 
our hotel for check in. The remainder of the day and evening will be at 
leisure. (B, L)

Day 2 Mdina. This morning we will tour the city of Mdina, the “Silent 
City” at the heart of the island. Mdina is Phoenician in origin and was the 
fortified capital of the island before the arrival of the Knights. Return to 
the hotel for a free afternoon before we meet for dinner this evening.  
(B, D)

Day 3 Valletta to London. Check out this morning and transfer to the 
airport for our scheduled flight to London. (B)

The Itinerary

  Post-cruise Malta Extension
  17th to 19th September 2022

Valletta

Ggantija Neolithic Temple, Xaghra, Gozo

Temple of Castor, Agrigento
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Cathedral, Palma de Mallorca.
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The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Valletta, Malta.  Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival 
transfer to the MS Serenissima and enjoy welcome drinks and dinner as 
we moor overnight.

Day 2 Valletta & Mdina. This morning enjoy a guided walking tour 
of the 16th century “Fortress City” of Valletta which was built by the 
Knights of St John. We will include the highlights of the city including 
the stunning views across the harbour from the Barrakka Gardens. We 
will explore Merchants Street, containing the surviving auberges built 
by the Knights of St John of Jerusalem, together with the palace where 
Napoleon Bonaparte is believed to have stayed in 1798, see St John’s 
Cathedral and visit the National Museum of Archaeology. The afternoon 
is free to relax or explore at your own pace, alternatively join a tour to 
Mdina. Originally given the name of “Citta Nobile”, the city of Mdina in 
the heart of the island is Phoenician in origin and was the fortified capital 
of the island before the arrival of the Knights. 

Day 3 Syracuse, Sicily. Syracuse was founded by the Greeks in 734 BC 
and by the 5th century was a political and military power throughout the 
Mediterranean which rivalled Athens as the largest and most beautiful 
city in the Greek world. On leaving the vessel we visit the Neapolis 
Archaeological Park where we will find a well preserved Greek theatre 
with seats carved from limestone. Paradise Quarry, now an attractive 
garden and orange grove, was the primary source of that limestone 
and is the site of the curious ‘Ear of Dionysius,’ a vast grotto with an 
amplifying resonance. We will continue to explore the island of Ortigia 
where we will find the Temple of Apollo, considered to be Sicily’s most 
ancient Doric temple and the Baroque Cathedral, erected over the 
remains of the Temple of Minerva. The afternoon is free to explore 
independently and we sail late for anyone wishing to take an after dinner 
stroll.

Day 4 Crotone, Italy. After a morning at sea we arrive in Calabria and 
the port of Crotone which is on the site of the ancient Greek City of 
Kroton. Whilst little remains of the Greek city, it was one of the most 
important settlements of Magna Graecia, where Pythagoras set up 
a school in 530 BC and whose athletes were very successful at the 
Olympic Games. We will take a scenic drive inland this afternoon to 
Santa Severina, one of Italy’s prettiest towns overlooking the Neto River 
valley. We will explore the majestic Carafa Castle which was built by the 
Normans in 1076 and is surrounded by strong, crenellated walls with a 
moat on three sides and containing intricate underground labyrinths and 

Join us for this relaxing and informative voyage as we explore the Mediterranean 
and all its wonders as we cruise to some of the most fascinating sites of the 

ancient world and spend time in some scenic towns and coastal ports. Sailing from 
the Grand Harbour of Valletta, our itinerary has been devised to include a rich 
collection of archaeological, historical and beautiful sites in Italy and Greece. We 
will also visit the marvellous site of Butrint in Albania where settlement can be 
traced back to the 8th century BC and, whilst in Greece we will explore a 
magnificent array of ancient ruins including the sporting history of Olympia and 
the ruins at Epidaurus, one of the most renowned of Greece’s ancient sites. 

This heady mix of islands and ports represents a fascinating itinerary combining as it does some ‘must see’ sites together 
with little known places that are perfectly suited for the 95-passenger MS Serenissima. We have also included ample time 
at leisure for independent exploration in some charming ports of call such as Syracuse, Preveza and Nafplio, places where 
owing to our ability to moor centrally, you can easily access the delightful towns from our moorings. By the end of the 
voyage you will have seen and learnt so much and exploring in small groups with excellent guides, our trips ashore will 
be a pleasure. We have the added advantage of travelling in September, a perfect month for our voyage, when the crowds 
have dispersed but the weather is ideal for touring and sightseeing. 

A late summer voyage from Valletta to Athens aboard the MS Serenissima  
with Guest Speaker David Stuttard
17th to 26th September 2022

Timeless Mediterranean

Carafa Castle

 

Sarande
ITALY

GREECE

ALBANIA

Katakolon

Nafplio

Olympia

Butrint

Athens

Otranto

Lecce

Valletta
MALTA

Mdina

Syracuse
SICILY

Crotone Corfu
Preveza

Epidaurus

Guest Speaker – David Stuttard 
David took an MA in Classics from St. Andrews 
University. He subsequently taught Classics for 
eleven years in Edinburgh, St Andrews and York. 
David is a prolific author of books on classical 
history and literature including A History of 
Ancient Greece in 50 Lives, A Traveller’s Guide 
to Greek Mythology and A Traveller’s Guide to 
Roman Mythology. In 1993, David founded the 
theatre company, Actors of Dionysus, to perform 

productions of Greek drama throughout the UK and beyond, directing 
his own translations and adaptations of Greek tragedies. David has 
curated events at The British Museum and at The Ashmolean Museum. 
He is an energetic champion of Classics and writes for publications 
such as Minerva, The British Museum Magazine, All About History and 
The Wall Street Journal. He has served on the Council of the Roman 
Society and speaks at a wide range of venues including academic 
institutions and literary festivals. In October 2018, David was elected a 
Fellow of Goodenough College, London. 
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stables, with the remains of Medieval frescoes. Also see the cathedral, 
the beautiful Byzantine baptistery and wander the town’s tangled 
streets. On our return to the ship we will stop at a local farmhouse for a 
tasting of typical Calabrian food served with local wine.

Day 5 Otranto & Lecce. From the port of Otranto we will drive to 
Lecce, often referred to as ‘The Florence of the South’ with its majestic 
collection of Baroque architecture. A guided walk will include a visit 
to the beautifully decorated Santa Croce Basilica and Piazza Duomo, 
considered one of the finest and most impressive squares in southern 
Italy. Return to the ship for lunch and spend the afternoon exploring at 
leisure. A wander ashore brings you to the town ramparts, stroll through 
the gate and discover tranquil streets and alleys with views over the 
harbour as well as a 15th century Aragonese Castle. A highlight is 
the wonderful 11th century cathedral with its mosaic floor created by 
the monk, Pantaleone, between 1163 and 1165. You can also see the 
Chapel of the Dead which shows the bones and skulls of 813 martyrs 
killed by the invading Turks in 1480. 

Day 6 Sarande, Albania & Corfu, Greece. Arriving in Albania, we will 
discover the ancient city of Butrint, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
On a guided morning tour explore the ruins that feature the remains of 
many eras and cultures. From the Hellenistic period there are temples, 
the promenade and the 4th century BC theatre. From the Roman era 
are the public baths, gymnasium and fountains. From the Byzantine 
era we see chapels and the large Basilica of St Peter and St Paul, whilst 
the Venetians are represented by a watchtower and a small castle with 
commanding views over the Straits of Corfu. Return to the  
MS Serenissima for lunch as we sail the short distance to Corfu where 
on an afternoon walking tour of Corfu Town we will see the Esplanade, 
cricket pitch and Church of St Spyridon.

Day 7 Preveza. This morning we arrive at the Greek mainland and 
from the port of Preveza we will head for the little known ancient city 
of Nicopolis, one of the largest and most important sites in the whole 
of Greece. Built by the Roman Emperor Octavianus Augustus following 
his victory at Aktiun in 31 BC over Antony and Cleopatra, inside its 
extensive walls are the Odeum, the theatre, the Nymphaeum and the 
monument to Augustus. Later the city flourished in the early Christian 
period as the seat of the archbishop of old Epiros but earthquakes and 
invading Goths and Vandals led to its demise. Spend the afternoon 
exploring Preveza at leisure.
 
Day 8 Katakolon for Olympia. Katakolon is our gateway to Olympia. 
The fame of Olympia rests upon the Olympic Games when during the 
celebrations that accompanied the Games, competitors, while not 
forgetting that they were Athenians, Spartans or from other city states, 
remembered that they were Greeks and regarded an Olympic victory 
as the highest honour. Pastoral and lush, Olympia’s plentiful ruins are 
shaded by Aleppo pines and olive trees and we will see the gymnasium, 
the stadium and the palestra or wrestling school. We will also explore 
the Altis, or sacred precinct of Zeus, which houses structures including 
the Temple of Zeus, one of the largest temples on the Greek mainland 
and the Archaeological Museum which houses some fine sculptures 
and artefacts from the site. Return to the ship for lunch and enjoy a 
relaxing afternoon at sea.

Day 9 Nafplio & Epidaurus. Nafplio’s sheltered location below a 
rocky headland and large natural fortress crowned by a Venetian castle 
is perhaps unrivalled in Greece. This morning we will visit Epidaurus, 
one of the most renowned of Greece’s ancient sites which was known 
throughout the Hellenic world for its unique medical facilities and 
healing treatments. Dedicated to Asclepius, the god of healing, the city 
was filled with curative spas and baths and only priests had access to 
certain secret sites. Most of the ruins of Epidaurus have been reduced 
to their foundations, with the exception of the astonishing theatre 
which is in an admirable state of preservation. Built into the ground, 
rather than above it, it is known for its fantastic acoustics, which we will 
observe during our visit. Return to Nafplio and enjoy time wandering 
the twisting labyrinthine streets viewing the Venetian and Turkish 
architecture.

Day 10 Athens to London. Disembark after breakfast and transfer to 
the airport for our scheduled flight to London.

Epidaurus Theatre

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON 
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Nine nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer 
and soft drinks with lunch & dinner • Noble Caledonia onboard team 
including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions • Gratuities • Transfers  
• Airport taxes • Port taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

£4195
£4495
£4595
£4795
£5795
£5995
£6195
£4195

£3995
£4295
£4395
£4595
£5595
£5795
£5995
£3995

Nafplio

Mdina
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A journey along the coasts of Greece & Albania aboard the MS Serenissima 
with Guest Speaker Nigel Cox
25th September to 5th October 2022

In the Footsteps of Edward Lear

An Introduction by Andrew Cochrane, Noble Caledonia Founder & Director
           I have always loved Edward Lear’s 
           landscape paintings and drawings. 
When I think of an area or place in Greece or 
the Balkans, often the first image I see in my 
mind’s eye is one of Lear’s paintings. He magically 
captures the very essence of the place and time in a 
way photographs rarely do. Not only a great artist, he 
was also the master of the pen and during this voyage, 

the talks on board will not only be illustrated with his paintings but with 
extracts from his journals and letters, especially the delightfully light-
hearted ones to his sister Ann. His words and images from over 150 years 
ago are still as meaningful and fresh today and will add a welcome 
dimension to our travels through remarkable landscapes and historic sites.

We hope you can join us aboard the MS Serenissima for this fascinating journey 
through Greece, its islands and along the coast of Albania. Our voyage will take 
us to many of the places which Edward Lear visited, some still looking much the 
same as he encountered where we can share his moods, feelings and humour. The 
splendid legacy of his paintings and drawings can be seen as all the more remarkable 
considering that throughout his life he suffered from chest complaints, epileptic fits, poor 
eyesight and depression. Added to this he had to contend with a fear of horses and often severe 
seasickness but through all trials, he was at his best whilst on the move. A troubled soul, but 
undoubted genius, he was an English eccentric of the very best kind.

“

”

Rijeka
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Guest Speaker – Nigel Cox 
Nigel Cox is a former British diplomat. He is a graduate of Trinity College Dublin. In 1976, just after the death of 
Chairman Mao, he started two years’ training in Mandarin Chinese, in Cambridge and Hong Kong. He spent a total 
of eight years at the British Embassy in Beijing. He was then appointed Director Asia-Pacific, responsible for UK 
relations with the whole region. Nigel left the Diplomatic Service and from 2009 to 2013 was Clerk to one of London’s 
ancient guilds, the Fishmongers’ Company. He now works part-time in the Foreign Office Archives, advising on 
whether redactions are required before files are released to the public. He also undertakes voluntary work, including 
with English Heritage as a guide at Apsley House (The Wellington Museum) in London. He has published articles and 
reviews, and recently contributed five chapters to Brave Lives, an account of members of the Travellers Club in London 
who were killed in the First World War. Nigel is married to Olivia, also a former diplomat, whose Great-Great-Great-

Uncle travelled with Lear on some of his travels around Greece and was a lifelong friend. On this tour Nigel will speak about Lear’s Greece, 
Albania and Italy connections and about his further travels in Egypt/the Holy Land and India/Ceylon. He also hopes there may be time to 
discuss Greek-Turkish relations, deposed monarchs of the Eastern Mediterranean and British Embassies in the region.

Edward Lear Butrinto, Albania by Edward Lear (oil on canvas - 1861)
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Day 1 London to Athens, Greece. Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival 
transfer to our hotel and check in for an overnight stay. Enjoy time at 
leisure before we meet for dinner this evening.

Day 2 Athens. Lear visited Athens in 1848 with his friend Charles 
Church, spending a number of weeks here and producing over 100 
paintings and drawings. We will spend the morning visiting the Acropolis 
and Parthenon as well as the Acropolis Museum. After a local lunch we 
will transfer to the port of Piraeus to embark the MS Serenissima in the 
late afternoon.

Day 3 Corinth Canal & Delphi. Spend a leisurely morning on board 
as we navigate the narrow Corinth Canal and cruise along the Gulf 
of Corinth to berth at the port of Itea. After lunch on board we will 
visit Delphi, one of the most evocative of ancient Greek sites. Lear 
obviously thought so “Delphi clinging to the rocks above a sea of 
olive trees”. Nestling on the slopes of Mount Parnassos, the site is of 
significant religious and political importance; pilgrims flocked from 
all over the Hellenic world to the Oracle of Delphi. Take some time to 
enjoy the austere beauty of the valley and the Sanctuary of Athena and 
the Sanctuary of Pythian Apollo. We hope to visit the museum before 
returning to the MS Serenissima for dinner as we sail out into the Ionian 
Sea. 

Day 4 Argostoli, Cephalonia. Spend the morning at sea bound for 
Cephalonia. After lunch, explore the island including the ruins of the 
fortress of San Giorgio. Lear painted the castle in 1863 whilst working 
on his ‘Views in the Seven Ionian Islands’ hoping that the publication 
would find commercial success. The timing fitting in with the British 
administration returning the islands back to Greece. First fortified by 
the Byzantines and later developed by the Venetians, San Giorgio lost 
its importance and decay and the 1950s earthquake sealed its fate. Our 
island drive will include the capital of Argostoli and the Aghii Theodori 
Lighthouse.

Day 5 Preveza. Returning to the Greek mainland we head for the little-
known ancient city of Nikopolis, one of the largest and most important 
sites in the whole of Greece. Built by the Roman Emperor Octavianus 
Augustus following his victory at Aktiun in 31 BC over Antony and 

Cleopatra, inside its extensive walls are the Odeum, the Theatre, the 
Nymphaeum and the monument to Augustus. Later, the city flourished 
in the early Christian period as the seat of the archbishop of old Epiros, 
but earthquakes and invading Goths and Vandals led to its demise. Lear 
visited Nikopolis in 1849 and his lithograph of the site shows little has 
changed in the last 170 years. Spend the afternoon exploring Preveza at 
leisure.

Day 6 Igoumenitsa. Enjoy a full day tour to the Byzantine city of 
Ioannina. Justinian was founded in the 6th century AD but it was in the 
late Byzantine period, 13th to 15th century, that the city flourished with 
the arrival of Byzantine families following the Fourth Crusade and the 
Sack of Constantinople. Ioannina joined Greece in 1913 following a 
period in the 18th and 19th centuries when the city was a major centre of 
the modern Greek Enlightenment. Lear was very taken with the city, in a 
letter to his sister Ann he commented “I think the scene of the Citadel, 
lake and mountains, is really one of the grandest and most beautiful I 
ever saw”. We explore the old city on foot with its castle, museums and 
mosques as well as enjoying some free time in the Stoa Louli arcade with 
its cafes, shops and art galleries. A highlight will be the visit to Ali Pasha’s 
house, that enigmatic symbol of Ottoman rule. We enjoy a local lunch 
and also plan a stop to visit the remote and impressive Ancient Theatre 
and Oracle of Dodoni. This area was a site of worship and pilgrimage 
from 2000 BC until Roman times and was dedicated at one time to the 
Mother Goddess Gaia and then to Zeus.

Day 7 Corfu. And so, to Corfu, the island Lear loved, visiting no fewer 
than nine times and where he spent three years. In his diary in 1866 he 
wrote “Can I give no idea of the Paradise island to other”. Admittedly, 
the island has seen many changes since his time, but there are still 
corners where it is possible to see why he held the island in such 
affection. We have the day to explore and will start with a visit to the 
sumptuous regency style Palace of St Michael and St George Museum 
in lovely Corfu Town. There will also be the opportunity to enjoy a drive 
across the island to visit the famous Byzantine Monastery of the Virgin 
at Paleokastritsa which is still inhabited by a community of monks. The 
small museum houses some priceless Byzantine icons. Spend some time 
in the serene monastery gardens that afford a splendid view over the 
turquoise waters of the bay. We will overnight in port allowing for the 

Temple ruins in Ancient ApolloniaCorfu Town

Acropolis, AthensKruje Castle
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SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON 
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Overnight 
hotel accommodation in Athens with breakfast • Dinner on day 1  
• Nine nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis  
• House wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner • Noble 
Caledonia onboard team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions 
• Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

£4595
£4795
£5095
£5495
£5895
£6295
£6395
£5395

£4395
£4595
£4895
£5295
£5695
£6095
£6195
£5195

Aghii Theodori Lighthouse, Argostoli

opportunity to go ashore in Corfu Town after dinner, the ideal time to 
appreciate this special place.

Day 8 Sarande, Albania. Nearby, is the ancient city of Butrint, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site and must see in Albania. Its history spans 
two and a half millennia and for centuries was overgrown and forgotten. 
Lear visited in 1857 and was fascinated by the powerful fortifications 
but at the time there was little else for him to see as restoration only 
started in the 20th century. He would be truly amazed if he could see 
the site today, it is extraordinary. Our guided walk will reveal the ruins 
from many eras and cultures including the Hellenistic theatre, Roman 
public baths and the Venetian Watch Tower. As well as the history, take 
in the spectacular views, the ancient city occupies a bluff of land which 
protrudes into the Vivari Channel, a stretch of water that connects the 
Strait of Corfu to the inland saltwater of Lake Butrint. We enjoy some 
refreshments before returning to the ship for lunch and an afternoon at 
leisure in Sarande.

Day 9 Vlore. Just north of Sarande is the port of Vlore and from here 
we drive two hours to another UNESCO treasure, the hillside town of 
Berat which Lear visited in 1848. Some of his most important works 
were painted here and even today it is an artist’s dream with its steep 
cobbled streets and Ottoman style houses surrounded by mountains 
and olive and grape groves. We explore on foot the oldest quarter of 
the city known as Kalaja, where the castle has presided over the city for 
2000 years and will enjoy lunch here. En-route to Berat, we plan to visit 
Apollonia, once a great city and an important port. Founded by the 
Corinthians in 588 BC, it prospered under Greek colonisation and Rome. 
It was here Octavian learned of the assassination of his great uncle 
Caesar and set upon his bid for power ultimately becoming emperor. 
Archaeological excavations by successive French missions dating back 
to Napoleon III mean a large area of the site is now visible, certainly 
considerably more than Lear witnessed after spending a draughty night 
in a 13th century monastery. For a more leisurely option choose to visit 
Apollonia in the morning followed by a free afternoon.

Day 10 Tirana & Kruje. Form the port of Durres we enjoy a full day 
excursion to explore Tirana and Kruje Castle. Tirana has changed since 
Lear’s visit in 1848 but it remains a fascinating place with disintegrating 
Soviet style buildings, brand new architecture and historic buildings 
surrounded by picturesque upland scenery that Lear found so 
enchanting. After a local lunch we continue to Kruje Castle. Lear was 
very taken with the area, as he sat and sketched, he noted “the lovely 
landscape in a land of loveliness, than any place I ever saw”. Built in the 
6th century, perched above the town of Kruje it was the headquarters of 
the Dragon of Albania, Skanderberg, who resisted the Ottoman forces 
in the mid-15th century, hindering their expansion into Western Europe. 
Visit the museum in the castle dedicated to the legendary Albanian 
leader and the Ethnographic Museum in an interesting 19th century 
house.

Day 11 Tirana to London. Disembark after breakfast and transfer to 
Tirana airport for our scheduled flight to London.

The hillside town of Berat

Butrint



+44 (0)20 7752 0000 13

xxxxxxxxxxThe Temple of Apollo, Delphi



14 www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

In 1809 Lord Byron set sail on his two year Grand Tour which ultimately 
took him to Albania and Greece with his great friend John Cam 

Hobhouse. He fell in love with the region and the people and whilst on tour 
he began work on the poem ‘Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage’ which when 
published on his return shot him to literary stardom. Byron was the ideal 
Romantic poet, gaining notoriety for his scandalous private life, described 
by Lady Caroline Lamb as “mad, bad and dangerous to know”. From his 
letters written whilst touring we gain an insight into the man, his perceptions 
and the times as well as the excitement he felt on his first journey to the 
‘Orient’. As we travel along the coast of Albania and Greece we will visit 
many places Byron explored and learn of the colourful characters he 
encountered including the formidable tyrant Ali Pasha of Tepelena. 

Byron’s passion for Greece never faltered and in 1823 he returned to the island 
of Cephalonia, spent £4000 refitting the Greek Fleet and took command of a Greek 
unit of freedom fighters against the Ottoman Empire. His short but chaotic and 
fascinating life ended in Messolonghi in 1824 where he died of a fever. Looking at a 
beautiful region such as this through the eyes of someone who lived two hundred years 
ago does add an extra dimension to the geography and history and introduces us to more 
recent events in a corner of Europe with a deeply complicated past. 

Our fascinating itinerary combines some ‘must see’ historical wonders together with little known and rarely visited 
places that are perfectly suited for our vessel. With a maximum of just 95 guests, our trips ashore will be a pleasure 
as we explore with our Guest Speaker and local guides, adding immeasurably to our knowledge of the region. Ensure 
you are on deck for our transit of the Corinth Canal which, whilst only built in the 19th century, was conceived as 
long ago as the 7th century BC, a wonderful start to our cruise and only possible aboard a small ship such as the  
MS Serenissima.

A journey along the Ionian coast aboard the MS Serenissima with Guest Speaker Anne Sebba
4th to 14th October 2022

Albania & Greece through the eyes of Byron

Guest Speaker – Anne Sebba
Anne Sebba is the author of eleven books 
including the best-selling biography 
of Wallis Simpson. She has also written 
biographies of Jennie Churchill, Mother 
Teresa, Laura Ashley among others. Anne 
gives regular talks about William Bankes 
(Based on the research for her book The 
Exiled Collector) covering his friendship 
with Byron from Cambridge onwards. At 

the end of Bankes’ Grand Tour he spent time with Byron then 
living in disgrace in Venice. So when Bankes himself escaped 
into his final exile he copied Byron and went to Venice. It is 
almost a parallel story with great insight into the ethos of the 
day and how unorthodox living was so shocking. Both Bankes 
and Byron proposed to the same woman Annabella Milbanke. 
Bankes was refused and she married Byron. Anne is a fellow of 
the Royal Society of Literature and a Senior Research Fellow at 
the Institute of Historical Research. Anne makes regular television 
appearances and has presented programmes for BBC Radio 
3 and Radio 4 and has just finished a two year stint as head of 
Britain’s 10,000 strong Society of Authors. She is a former foreign 
correspondent as she began her working life at Reuters news 
agency, the first woman accepted on their graduate trainee 
scheme. She has also worked for the BBC world services. She is a 
lecturer for various institutions and schools in the UK and US such 
as the British Library, Royal Oak, English Speaking Union and the 
National Trust.  Statue of Lord Byron, Messolonghi
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Day 1 London to Tirana, Albania. Fly by scheduled flight. Arrive this 
evening and transfer to our hotel for an overnight stay. 

Day 2 Durres. Enjoy a free morning to explore Tirana at your own pace. 
Meet for lunch before we drive to the coastal city of Durres which was 
colonised by the Greeks in 627 BC and still has the remains of a 15,000 
seat amphitheatre, the second largest in the Balkans. We will explore 
the Medieval city and the Archeological Museum before transferring to 
the MS Serenissima this afternoon. Enjoy welcome drinks and dinner this 
evening as we sail.

Day 3 Vlore. Today on a full day tour we will drive inland to Gjirokastra, 
a charming hillside town which is now a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
Byron spent time here and its cobbled streets and fortified Ottoman 
houses have changed little since his time. We will visit the interesting 
museum learning about Ali Pasha and Byron’s time in this historic town. 
After lunch in a local restaurant take a stroll through the 17th century 
Ottoman Bazaar before heading north to Tepelena. It was here that 
Byron stayed as guest of Ali Pasha Tepelena, the so-called Lion of 
Janina. In a letter to his mother Byron provides a description of his host, 
ending with, ‘He has been a mighty warrior, but is as barbarous as he 
is successful roasting rebels’. We will see the castle built by Ali Pasha 
to enclose his palace. Alternatively, enjoy a morning tour to nearby 
Apollonia and an afternoon at leisure. Apollonia, the ancient city of Illyria 
reached its zenith around the 4th to 3rd centuries BC when it is believed 
the population numbered over 70,000. 

Day 4 Sarande. From the port of Sarande we drive to the nearby 
historic UNESCO site of Butrint. Founded as a Greek colony, a Roman 
city and Bishopric, it enjoyed a period of prosperity under a Byzantine 
administration and then the Venetians. Abandoned in the late Middle 
Ages the site today offers a remarkable glimpse of all its past. It is 
thanks to the Butrint Foundation, founded by Lord Rothschild and Lord 

Ioannina City on Lake Pamvotis and the Ali Pasha Mosque

Sainsbury of Preston Candover, that we can appreciate this remarkable 
site which has over the past 25 years been conserved, preserved and 
developed far beyond what Byron witnessed. On a guided tour we 
will explore the Hellenistic temples, promenade and the 4th century 
BC theatre as well as the Roman public baths, gymnasium and 
fountains. Further into the site, from the Byzantine era, we see chapels 
and the large Basilica of St Peter and St Paul, whilst the Venetians 
are represented by a hill-top watchtower and a small castle with 
commanding views over the Straits of Corfu. 

Day 5 Igoumenitsa, Greece. Arriving in Greece we visit the lovely city 
of Ioannina. The walls of its old fortified city enclose an old quarter that 
Byron would recognise, spiked with minarets. He spent about a month 
in the region much taken with the scenery ‘many a mount sublime’. It 
was in Ionnina that Byron probably first saw himself as the future saviour 
of Ottoman controlled Greece and began composing Childe Harold’s 
Pilgrimage. The highlight today will be Ali Pasha’s fortress and from its 
ramparts we will gaze across the lake just as it had impressed Byron and 
John Hobhouse in 1809. Visit the Ali Pasha Museum and later walk in this 
enchanting capital of the Epirus region. We enjoy a local lunch and also 
plan to stop and visit the remote and impressive Ancient Theatre and 
Oracle of Dodoni. This area was a site of worship and pilgrimage from 
2000 BC until Roman times and was dedicated at one time to the Mother 
Goddess Gaia and then to Zeus.

Day 6 Argostoli, Cephalonia. We will spend the day here on the largest 
of the Ionian islands. From our base in the capital Argostoli, we visit the 
village of Metaxata where Byron spent four months in 1823 and a statue 
of remembrance sits proudly in the main square of the village, near 
where the house he occupied once stood. The devastating earthquake 
of 1953 destroyed much of the island’s buildings. A drive across the 
island brings us to the delightful, quiet coastal village of Assos. Choose 
to take the climb up to the castle of Assos or stroll along the front. 

Roman Theatre, Butrint

The Treasure of the Athenians at the ancient site of Delphi Medieval hill-town of Gjirokastra
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SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON 
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Overnight 
accommodation in Tirana with breakfast • Lunch on day 2 • Nine 
nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House 
wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner • Noble Caledonia 
onboard team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions 
• Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance, dinner on day 1.

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

£4595
£4795
£5095
£5495
£5895
£6295
£6395
£5395

£4395
£4595
£4895
£5295
£5695
£6095
£6195
£5195

Day 7 Messolonghi. Situated on the northern shore of the Gulf of 
Patra, this picturesquely sited small city sits between craggy mountains 
and Europe’s largest lagoon. In January 1824 Byron journeyed to 
Messolonghi leading a force of Suliote troops he had funded with the 
aim of recapturing the Turkish occupied fortress of Lepanto. But his plans 
were interrupted by the arrival of the Ottoman navy. With the help of 
the Messolonghi Byron Society, our exploration here will include a visit 
to the Garden of Heroes. Here, just inside the Gate of Exodus where the 
Ottoman forces massacred fleeing Greeks sits a prominent statue of Lord 
Byron. 

Day 8 Delphi. From our berth in Itea we spend the morning exploring the 
archaeological treasures of the ancient site of Delphi and one of Greece’s 
most important sites of antiquity. Byron visited in 1809, carving his name 
on a column in the gymnasium: ‘Yet there I’ve wandered by the vaulted rill 
Yes! Sighed over Delphi’s long deserted shrine, Where, save that feeble 
fountain, all is still.’ It was nearly one hundred years after Byron’s visit that 
serious excavations began revealing some major buildings and structures 
of the sanctuary of Apollo and of Athena Pronoia including thousands of 
objects, many of which are housed in the Archaeological Museum. We will 
see the site of the sacred Delphic Oracle, walk along Delphi’s Sacred Way, 
visit the Treasury of the Athenians and the 5000 seat theatre dating from 
the 4th century BC. Spend the afternoon at sea as we sail to Corinth where 
we moor overnight.

Day 9 Corinth & Corinth Canal. Byron visited Corinth with his friend 
Lord Sligo in the summer of 1810. His rhymed, tragic narrative poem, ‘The 
Siege of Corinth’ was published in 1816 and was inspired by the Ottoman 
massacre of the Venetian garrison holding the Acrocorinth in 1715. On 
a morning tour we will visit the extensive remains of ancient Corinth 
including the Temple of Apollo and from here we can see the hill of 
Acrocorinth where stood a Medieval fort, the inspiration of the poem. Be 
on deck in the early afternoon as we navigate the narrow Corinth Canal. 
Completed in 1893 and only 6.4 kilometres long and 21.5 metres wide, it is 
only small ships like the MS Serenissima which can now make this journey. 
We will continue sailing to Lavrion where we arrive this evening and moor 
overnight. 

Day 10 Cape Sounion & Athens. From the port of Lavrion it is a short 
drive to Cape Sounion and the Temple of Poseidon, one of the major 

monuments of the Golden Age of Athens. Nearby, see the Temple 
of Athena and a fortress built in 413 BC during the Peloponnesian 
War against the Spartans. Whilst spending several months in Athens 
in 1810-11 Byron visited Sounion; his name is carved on one of the 
columns and in his poem ‘Isles of Greece’ he mentions Sounion. After 
our visit either return to the ship for lunch and spend the afternoon 
at sea sailing to Piraeus. Alternatively take lunch ashore and continue 
to Athens by road. Here we see Byron’s statue, located next to the 
National Gardens, whilst in the National Historical museum we can see 
some of his personal items. Return to the ship this afternoon in Piraeus 
where we moor overnight.

Day 11 Athens to London. Disembark this morning and transfer to 
the airport for our scheduled flight to London.

Corinth Canal

Athens

Temple of Poseidon, Cape Sounion
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The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Athens, Greece. Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival 
transfer to the MS Serenissima and enjoy welcome drinks and dinner as 
we sail this evening. 

Day 2 Nafplio, Nemea & Mycenae. Leaving Nafplio this morning we 
will enjoy a scenic drive through the Argos Plain to Nemea, the site of a 
religious sanctuary which hosted the pan-Hellenic athletic games every 
two years from 573 BC until 271 BC. Nemea was not a town or settlement 
but a venue where festivities were held during the games and our tour 
will include the Temple of Zeus, the bathhouse and the stadium before 
spending time in the small but excellent onsite museum. Nemea is 
also famous for its red wines and we will enjoy a wine tasting at a local 
vineyard before we continue to the famous citadel of Mycenae which is 
located high above the confluence of two boulder-strewn ravines and 
accessed by way of the Lion Gate. Once inside the gate, we will explore 
the Royal Palace, the shaft graves and the remains of the city walls. An 
archaeological briefing within the Treasury of Artreus (also known as the 
Tomb of Agamemnon) will add to our understanding and appreciation 
of the sights. We will enjoy lunch in a local restaurant before returning 
to Nafplio this afternoon. There will be time to wander the twisting 

Anyone who has sailed through the Aegean and along the 
Adriatic Coast will tell you that it is one of the most beautiful 

places on earth. The combined effect of the natural beauty with the 
intriguing history and stunning architecture of the towns and cities 
make for a fascinating voyage. During our exploration of this 
wonderful region we will sail through turquoise waters, admire rugged 
landscapes and visit some of the region’s greatest sites in the company 
of our Guest Speaker and knowledgeable local guides. This is not an 
itinerary which a large cruise ship could operate but one which is ideal for 
the 95 passenger MS Serenissima. We are able to visit some marvellous 
places which do not cater for the big ships and there will be some late 
departures from port which afford the opportunity to enjoy the evening 
splendour of the picturesque harbours.

Sailing from Athens, our journey to Venice includes picturesque Nafplio, the Byzantine 
town of Mystras, the fascinating ancient site of Olympia and the marvellous site of Butrint in 
Albania where settlement can be traced back to the 8th century BC. We will spend time exploring the charming towns and 
villages of Italy’s Puglia region and a highlight for many will be our arrival in Kotor, Montenegro’s 14th century walled fortress 
town fronted by a sublime bay, followed by a visit to the attractive Croatian city of Split. Our guided trips ashore will be a 
pleasure as we explore in small groups with our excellent local guides and upon reaching Venice you will have seen and learnt 
so much. Whether your interest lies in ancient history, modern politics or simply the joy of experiencing new places, this journey 
has something for everyone.

A voyage from Athens to Venice aboard the MS Serenissima
14th to 24th October 2022

Wonders of the Aegean & Adriatic

Olympia

labyrinthine streets, view the Venetian and Turkish architecture and perhaps 
enjoy a pre-dinner drink ashore before we sail this evening.

Day 3 Kalamata for Mystras. After a morning at sea we arrive in Kalamata, 
however our destination is Mystras, a remarkably intact Byzantine hillside 
town that once housed a population of 20,000 people. Here we visit the 
Cathedral of Agios Dimitrios, where the two-headed eagle which is the 
symbol of the Palaeologos Dynasty is carved into a plaque on the floor. 
Strolling through the narrow lanes of the dead city, we will also visit the 
Church of Agia Sophia, the Palace of the Despots and the Monastery of 
Pantanassa. Before returning to the vessel refreshments will be served at the 
picturesque tavern located just beneath the site offering sweeping views. 

Day 4 Katakolon for Olympia. The fame of Olympia rests upon the 
Olympic Games. During the celebrations that accompanied the Games, 
competitors, while not forgetting that they were Athenians, Spartans or 
from other city states, remembered that they were Greeks and regarded 
an Olympic victory as the highest honour. We will see the gymnasium, the 
stadium and the palestra or wrestling school. We will also explore the Altis, 
or sacred precinct of Zeus, which houses structures including the Temple 
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SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £300 PER PERSON 
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • 10 nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer 
and soft drinks with lunch and dinner • Noble Caledonia onboard 
team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions • Gratuities  
• Transfers • Port taxes.  
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

£4795
£4995
£5295
£5795
£6195
£6495
£6695
£5995

£4495
£4695
£4995
£5495
£5895
£6195
£6395
£5695

If you would like to spend some time in Athens before embarking 
the MS Serenissima we are offering the opportunity to join our  
two night extension. 

The Itinerary 
Day 1 London to Athens, Greece. Fly by scheduled flight. On 
arrival transfer to your centrally located hotel for a two night stay.  
The remainder of the day is at leisure before we meet for dinner 
this evening. (D)

Day 2 Athens. Spend the day at leisure to relax or make 
independent touring arrangements. Perhaps climb up to visit the 
Acropolis, stroll amidst the lanes and classical ruins of the Plaka or 
visit one of the many excellent museums. (B)

Day 3 Athens. After breakfast enjoy a trip along the coast to 
Cape Sounion to see the majestic Temple of Poseidon sitting 
atop a craggy rock overlooking the sea. Enjoy a local lunch before 
transferring to the port of Piraeus to embark the MS Serenissima. 
(B, L)

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Twin:  £695  Single:  £895

Price Includes: Two nights hotel accommodation in Athens, meals 
as indicated (B - Breakfast, L - Lunch, D - Dinner), tours as described, 
Noble Caledonia Tour Manager, gratuities, transfers.   
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Pre-cruise Athens Extension  
12th to 14th October 2022 

Acropolis, Athens

of Zeus, one of the largest temples on the Greek mainland and the 
Archaeological Museum which houses some fine sculptures and artefacts 
from the site. After our visit you may choose to return to the 
MS Serenissima for lunch and an afternoon at leisure in Katakolon or stay 
in Olympia to explore further independently.

Day 5 Sarande, Albania. This morning we will discover the ancient city 
of Butrint, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. On a guided tour explore 
the ruins that feature the remains of many eras and cultures. From the 
Hellenistic period there are temples, the promenade and the 4th century 
BC theatre. From the Roman era are the public baths, gymnasium and 
fountains. From the Byzantine era we see chapels and the large Basilica of 
St Peter and St Paul, whilst the Venetians are represented by a watchtower 
and a small castle with commanding views over the Straits of Corfu. Return 
to the ship for lunch and enjoy a relaxing afternoon at sea.

Day 6 Otranto & Lecce, Italy. After breakfast we will drive to Lecce, often 
referred to as ‘The Florence of the South’ with its amazing collection of 
Baroque architecture. A guided walk will include a visit to the beautifully 
decorated Santa Croce Basilica and Piazza Duomo, considered one of 
the finest and most impressive squares in southern Italy. We return to the 
ship for lunch and the afternoon is free to explore Otranto independently, 
maybe walk the winding streets or along the seaside promenade.

Day 7 Monopoli, Alberobello & Ostuni. Today we drive into the Puglian 
countryside which is scattered with ‘trulli’, limestone dwellings built with 
dome or conical roofs. We will enjoy a pleasant walk in Alberobello, a 
fairy-tale trulli village and a UNESCO World Heritage Site and see the 
St Anthony Church also built in trullo style. Afterwards we visit ‘Cantina 
Albea’ and its wine museum, home to pictures and old instruments used 
in the past for the production of wine and where we will enjoy a tasting 
along with a talk on the wine production. After our tour you may choose 
to return to the ship for lunch and a free afternoon in Monopoli where 
you can wander through the historic centre, visit the cathedral or see 
the Castello di Carlo V. Alternatively, take lunch ashore and continue to 
the “White City” of Ostuni, so called due to the almost blinding sunlight 
reflecting on the walls of its whitewashed dwellings. The town has 
maintained its Medieval atmosphere which we will see as we walk through 
the meandering, narrow and picturesque streets of the old town which 
lead to the impressive 15th century cathedral, a beautiful example of 
Apulian Romanesque style.

Day 8 Kotor, Montenegro. Be on deck this morning as we sail through 
the stunning fjord-like scenery into Kotor. On arrival at our berth, we will 
take a morning walking tour to explore this Medieval town and UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. This really is an extraordinary place full of marvellous 
architecture and pretty town squares. Our tour will include the 12th 
century Cathedral of St Tryphon, the ancient town gates, the Maritime 
Museum and Romanesque churches including St Luke’s. Return to the ship 
for lunch and enjoy the afternoon to explore at your own pace. 

Day 9 Split, Croatia. After breakfast we will take a guided walk through 
the town including the Palace of Diocletian which was built by the 
emperor in 295-305 AD as his retirement villa. Much of this large building 
is well preserved and the palace contains Split’s Old Town within its walls, 
making it the only Roman palace that has been continuously inhabited 
since Roman times. It is a wonderful spot to wander the maze of streets. 
Return to the ship for lunch and enjoy an afternoon at leisure to explore 
further at your own pace. Alternatively, join us as we drive the short 
distance to the ancient site of Salona, the Roman capital of Dalmatia and 
a city that was once home to over 40,000 people. Archaeologists have 
excavated remains of temples, amphitheatres, early Christian churches, 
burial grounds, and baths which we can explore with our local guides.

Day 10 Pula. On our tour this morning we will discover one of the best 
preserved Roman amphitheatres left in the world. The Arena, built in the 
1st century AD, was designed to host gladiatorial contests with seating for 
up to 20,000 spectators. Exploring the town further we will see the varied 
architecture from Baroque palaces, Christian churches and Austrian villas. 
Return to the ship for lunch and spend the afternoon at sea as we sail to 
Venice arriving this evening. 

Day 11 Venice, Italy to London. Disembark this morning and transfer to 
the airport for our scheduled flight to London.



20 www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Our autumn cruise in the Adriatic offers a delightful combination of beautiful 
scenery and fascinating history with the added benefit of some truly 

wonderful musical highlights. October is, of course, a lovely time in the 
Mediterranean, comfortable temperatures and uncrowded resorts make for a 
most enjoyable trip as we visit some charming places in both Italy and Croatia. 

We will begin our journey with a two night stay in Venice, a fitting starting  
place given the city is one of the most musical cities in the world and the 
influence La Serenissima exerted over the region in bygone days. As we make 
our way along the Adriatic coast of Italy and across to Croatia we will call into 
cities and towns, learning of their intriguing history from our informative local 
guides and enjoying some exclusive musical performances. From Vivaldi to 
Rossini, our musical programme will include great works from the early music 
to the golden age of opera and where better to listen to such inspiring works than 
in the places they were written or performed. To complement our journey further, 
we have the expertise and knowledge of Guest Speaker Philip Blake-Jones who 
will be joining us on board. With just 95 like-minded fellow passengers and the MS Serenissima as our base, by the end of 
the voyage you will have seen and learnt so much about the fascinating musical heritage of the region.

A voyage along the Adriatic Coast aboard the MS Serenissima with Guest Speaker Philip Blake-Jones  
24th October to 1st November 2022

Music of the Adriatic

Guest Speaker – Philip Blake-Jones
Philip studied singing and piano at the Royal 
Academy of Music. As a professional opera singer 
he made his solo debut with Glyndebourne Festival 
Opera and was a principle with the D’Oyly Carte 
Opera Company which included national tours 
and singing Strephon in the most recent recording 
of Iolanthe. He is the Artistic Director of London 
Festival Opera and over twenty-five years has 
produced opera performances in a wide range of 

venues including Buxton Opera House, Windsor Theatre Royal, St John’s 
Smith Square, St James’s Palace, Kensington Palace, 10, Downing Street, 
Guildhall and Mansion House.  Overseas performances include the 
British Embassy in Paris, the President’s Palace in Malta and La Fenice 
Opera House in Venice. Most recently he has created and presented 
performances for the Salisbury and Windsor Festivals and a lecture on 
performing opera internationally at the House of Lords. Philip works 
closely with Noble Caledonia on creating programmes of opera and 
music inspired by many wonderful locations such as the Villa Carlotta on 
Lake Como. London Festival Opera also performs on board many river 
and sea cruises for the company.
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• Private tour of the Fenice Opera House, Venice.

•  Exclusive private concert of Vivaldi themed music by 
a Venetian orchestra at the Chiesa della Pietà.

•    Concert of Rossini’s music by students from Pesaro’s 
“Accademia del canto”.

•    Visit the workshop of Maestro Quagliano in Jesi to learn 
about the construction of violins, violas and cellos, all 
built according to classical traditions.

•   Private choir concert at St Euphemia Chuch in Rovinj.

•    Performance of music played on one of Franjo Kresnik’s 
violins in Rijeka.

MUSICAL HIGHLIGHTS

Burano La Fenice, Venice
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Day 1 London to Venice, Italy. Fly by scheduled flight. On arrival 
transfer to the MS Serenissima and enjoy welcome drinks and dinner as 
we moor overnight.

Day 2 Venice. This morning we take a private tour of the famous 
Fenice Opera House. Founded in 1792, the theatre has staged many 
premieres of operas by Rossini, Bellini and Verdi. Despite being 
destroyed by fires in 1836 and 1996 the theatre has been restored to 
its original glory. After lunch we embark on a walking tour to discover 
the hidden corners of Venice. An off-the-beaten-track itinerary through 
the Arsenale, a colossal shipyard of the Serenissima Republic; the San 
Giorgio dei Greci church and its secret courtyard; Campo Santa Maria 
Formosa, one of the city’s largest squares and Marco Polo’s House. 
We end at the Chiesa della Pietà, a former convent and orphanage 
and an authentic masterpiece of the 18th century by Giorgio Massari. 
The young orphans that stayed here were encouraged to study music 
and their most famous teacher was Antonio Vivaldi. It was here that he 
composed the Four Seasons and we have arranged for an exclusive 
private concert of Vivaldi themed music performed by a Venetian 
orchestra. It will be a thrilling experience to hear the music performed 
where it was originally created. Return to the ship for dinner as we 
moor overnight.

Day 3 Murano & Burano, Venetian Islands. After breakfast we will 
take a private motor launch, passing many of the 40 picturesque 
islands that surround the Venetian Lagoon to visit two of the most 
beautiful islands which are home to the city’s artisans. Murano has 
been renowned for its glass manufacture since 1291 and here we will 
witness masters of this delicate craft at work. Continue to Burano, 
a tiny island dotted with brightly painted houses but also famed for 
its traditional lace making, an art still practised by many of the local 
women. This afternoon is free to explore at your own pace before we 
sail this evening.

Chiesa della Pieta

Roman amphitheatre, Pula Basilica di San Vitale, Ravenna

Day 4 Ancona for Pesaro. Spend a leisurely morning at sea as we cruise 
along the Italian coast to Ancona. This afternoon we will drive to Pesaro, 
an attractive seaside resort on the Adriatic coast. We will explore the 
town, see the remarkable mosaic floor of the cathedral and visit the 
Civic Museum. However, our main reason for visiting Pesaro is to see the 
birthplace of the composer Gioachino Rossini. Our tour will take us to 
Via Rossini where we visit the house where he was born in 1792 and the 
small museum containing some of his original scores and documents. 
See the Conservatory built with funds bequeathed to the Town Council 
on his death in 1868 and the local theatre which was named after him. 
We hope to enjoy a concert of his music with students at the city’s 
“Accademia del canto” before returning to Ancona this evening and 
mooring overnight.

Day 5 Jesi & Ancona. Today we drive inland to Jesi which was a 
prosperous town in the Middle Ages and Renaissance leaving a legacy 
of many beautiful palaces, churches and civic buildings which we will 
see during our guided city walk. The city was also the birthplace of the 
musician and composer Giovanni Battista Pergolesi in 1710 and we will 
see the theatre named after him before visiting the workshop of Maestro 
Quagliano to learn about the construction of violins, violas and cellos, 
all built according to classical traditions. Apart from music, this part of 
Marche is famous for its Verdicchio wines and we will enjoy a tasting 
accompanied by regional delicacies before returning to the ship. The 
afternoon is free to relax on board or explore Ancona independently. 
Maybe visit the 11th century Cathedral of San Ciriaco, the art gallery 
(Pinacoteca Communale), the archaeological museum or the remains of 
the Roman amphitheatre.

Day 6 Ravenna & Bologna. From our berth in Ravenna there will be 
a choice of tours today. Ravenna has a rich history being the capital of 
the Western Roman Empire and capital of the Ostrogoth Kingdom of 
Italy whilst the port of Classe was one of the largest in the Roman world. 
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SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £200 PER PERSON 
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Eight nights 
aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis • House wine, beer 
and soft drinks with lunch and dinner • Noble Caledonia onboard 
team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions  
• Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

£3795
£3995
£4295
£4695
£5295
£5695
£5895
£4495

£3595
£3795
£4095
£4495
£5095
£5495
£5695
£4295

From the 4th to 6th century, the city became a hub for skilled craftsmen 
who covered the city’s churches in stunningly beautiful mosaics which 
were described by Dante as a “symphony of colour”. A morning tour 
will include the Basilica di Sant Apollinare, named after Ravenna’s patron 
and featuring mosaics of biblical figures such as Abraham and Emperor 
Constantine IV. Meanwhile, at the Basilica di San Vitale we will see 
mosaics representing old testament scenes and the Byzantine Emperor 
Justinian. Return to the MS Serenissima for lunch and an afternoon 
at leisure. Alternatively join a full day tour to Bologna, considered 
as one of the most beautiful cities in Italy, dominated by spectacular 
architecture from the Medieval, Renaissance and Baroque periods. 
Our exploration of music heritage in Bologna includes Bologna’s main 
music chapel inside the Basilica of San Petronio, the huge Gothic church 
of San Giacomo Maggiore containing the private chapel of the noble 
Bentivoglio family and the small oratory of Santa Cecilia. We end at 
the Museum and Library of Music which exhibits musical instruments, 
manuscripts, original music scores and opera libretti spanning nearly six 
centuries of European music. The collection includes pieces from Padre 
Martini who met with a young Mozart on his visit to the city in 1770. We 
will enjoy lunch in the city and some free time before returning to the 
ship and sailing this evening. 

Day 7 Pula & Rovinj, Croatia. Arrive in Croatia at the tip of the Istrian 
Peninsula and the former Roman settlement of Polensium, now known 
as Pula. On a morning tour we will discover one of the best preserved 
Roman amphitheatres left in the world. The Arena, built in the 1st century 
AD was designed to host gladiatorial contests with seating for up to 
20,000 spectators. This afternoon we will set sail to the atmospheric town 
of Rovinj where the houses inside the old town are small and lean in to 
each other creating a unique atmosphere. Our guided walking tour will 
include the Franciscan Monastery, City Palace and the 17th century clock 
tower before we visit the town’s main landmark, St Euphemia Church, 
which is built on the top of a small hill. This Baroque building built in 
Venetian style was dedicated to the saint and martyr whose sarcophagus, 
according to a legend, was miraculously washed ashore somewhere 
around 800 AD. We will enjoy a private choir concert before returning to 
the ship and sailing this evening. 

Day 8 Rijeka. Rijeka has flourished under many empires from the 
Romans to Habsburg and Austro Hungarian which is reflected in the 

varied architecture in the city centre from the Roman arch to the 17th 
century St Vitus Church. A short walk from the pier is the Zajc Theatre. 
Named after Croatian composer, Ivan Zajc and built in 1885 this is the 
main theatre in Rijeka and we will be able to see the stunning ceiling 
which contains works by Gustav Klimt. Continue to the Governor’s Palace 
which houses the Maritime and Historical Museum. Here we find the 
Kresnik Collection dedicated to the life and work of Franjo Kresnik, a 
famous Croatian violinist, known as ‘the man who reads violins’. He built 
52 violins himself, eight of which remain in the museum, and we will be 
treated to a private performance of one of these instruments. Return to 
the ship for lunch and enjoy an afternoon at leisure as we remain moored 
overnight.

Day 9 Rijeka to London. Disembark this morning and transfer to Zagreb 
airport for our scheduled flight to London.

Rovinj
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Grand Canal, Venice
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