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There are of course no shortages of cruise vessels plying 
the major ports and cities of the Mediterranean, but few 

are inclined to focus on just the islands and devote a complete 
itinerary to them as we have done with this delightful voyage from 
Menorca to Sicily aboard the MS Island Sky. Our intention has 
been to design a voyage as if it were to be undertaken on a small 
private yacht concentrating on some of the most picturesque and 
interesting places in the region.

September is the perfect time for our voyage, when the crowds have dispersed but the 
weather is ideal for touring and sightseeing. We have created the itinerary to combine time in 
Menorca, Corsica, Elba, Sardinia, Malta and Sicily, all of which are easy to visit individually but 
difficult to combine independently in an eleven night trip. We will have time on each island to see the main sites but 
also explore some of the smaller ports and less visited destinations, ensuring that each day has an enjoyable mix of 
culture with some time at leisure to explore under your own steam.

In addition to a fascinating itinerary, we have the pleasure of cruising aboard the MS Island Sky. From time to time we 
may pass a huge cruise liner and at moments like this we can be thankful that with just over 100 passengers, we are 
able to visit atmospheric ports and villages which the big ships cannot access. We will discover timeless islands with 
their aura of history, unique island lifestyles and spectacular beauty which will capture our hearts as we travel a less 
well trodden path around the Mediterranean.

Temple of Castor, Agrigento

Guest Speaker – Rear Admiral Roy Clare
We are delighted to be joined on board by Rear Admiral 
Roy Clare who has almost three decades’ experience as 
a professional museum director and as a non-executive 
in social businesses. His roles have included Director 
National Maritime Museum, Queen’s House & Royal 
Observatory, Greenwich, Chief Executive Museums, 
Libraries & Archives Council and Director Auckland War 

Memorial Museum, New Zealand. Previously in the Royal Navy, Roy served 
worldwide from Junior Seaman to Rear Admiral. His commands included 
destroyers, the aircraft carrier Invincible and Britannia Royal Naval College, 
Dartmouth. He retired voluntarily to develop opportunities in museums. An 
active yachtsman, Roy has raced in the Fastnet and Sydney-Hobart races. 
Nowadays he sails purely for pleasure, mainly in British waters. In 2007 Roy 
was made CBE ‘for services to museums’.
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The Itinerary

Cagliari

Day 1 London to Menorca, Spain.  
Fly by scheduled flight. Arrive this 
afternoon and transfer to the  
MS Island Sky. Moor overnight.

Day 2 Mahon. Spend the day 
in Menorca, the most northerly 
of the Balearics and the least 
dedicated to tourism. The island 
offers pastoral countryside, historic 
towns and superb beaches. This 
morning choose to join an island 
drive including the mysterious 
rock mounds (talayots) and 
megalithic stone monuments 
which were erected some 4,000 
years ago before making our 
way to aristocratic Ciudadella, 
the architectural showpiece of 
Menorca. Situated at the head of 
a long channel from the sea, the 
city has had its share of disputes 
over sovereignty, and its character 
reflects the influence of Moorish, 
Turkish and Spanish rule. After 
lunch on board there will be time to 
explore the pretty harbour town of 
Mahon at your own pace before we 
sail this evening.

Day 3 Bonifacio, Corsica. Be on 
deck in the early afternoon as we 
arrive in Corsica at Bonifacio’s 
stunning natural harbour. Well 
known by Odysseus as the 
home of the savage and giant 
Laestrygonians, today Bonifacio’s 
breathtaking cliff-top setting 
and relaxed pace make it one of 
the most welcoming ports in the 
Mediterranean. On our afternoon 
tour we will explore the narrow 
streets and the historical heart 

of the town. We will discover the 
Bosco quarter with the  
St Francis Convent, the 14th century 
church of St Marie Majeure and 
take in the views from the clifftop 
on which the city is built. Afterwards 
maybe take a walk in the nearby 
Marine Park which offers some 
stunning views back to the town. 

Day 4 Calvi & L’Ile Rousse. Our 
exploration of Corsica continues 
in the prosperous Balagne region. 
A morning tour will take us to 
Calvi where our guide will lead us 
through the charming alleyways and 
cobbled streets before continuing 
to the imposing citadel. Built by the 
Genoese, this 15th century structure 
has seen off several assaults through 
the centuries and offers wonderful 
views from its five bastions. We 
will also see the Caserne Sampiero 
and 13th century Cathedral St Jean 
Baptiste. This afternoon spend 
some time exploring the pretty town 
of L’Ile Rousse and nearby beaches 
at your own pace.

Day 5 Portoferraio, Elba, Italy. 
Today we call into the enchanting 
island of Elba, best known as 
Napoleon’s island of exile from 1814 
to 1815. Departing from the island’s 
busy capital Portoferraio, we set out 
for a delightful drive exploring the 
southern region of this charming 
island with superb views over the 
coastline. The first stop will be Villa 
San Martino which was the summer 
residence of Napoleon Bonaparte 
and has been transformed into a 
museum. Later enjoy some time 

at leisure in Porto Azzurro with its 
picturesque harbour. Our drive 
continues along the coast to the 
17th century country wine farm, La 
Chiusa which is beautifully nestled 
in a vineyard estate surrounded 
by olive trees and overlooking 
the ocean. As any self-respecting 
mansion on Elba, La Chiusa claims 
to have once housed Napoleon 
during his exile here. Experience 
the estate’s interesting cellar to 
learn how the wine is handled 
and produced and in the estate’s 
garden facing the sea we will enjoy 
a delicious sampling of the local 
wine. Return to the ship for lunch 
and enjoy an afternoon at leisure 
in Portoferraio before we sail in the 
early evening.

Day 6 Porto Torres & Alghero, 
Sardinia. Our first call in Sardinia 
is at Porto Torres from where 
a panoramic drive takes us to 
Nuraghe Palmavera with its main 
tower of the Nuraghe, which 
still has its dome shaped ceiling 
that dates back to 1100 BC. The 
complex, which was abandoned 
in the 5th century BC due to fire, 
shows the different phases of social 
life and political organisation of 
the tribal community. Continue to 
the Medieval city of Alghero, which 
was colonised by the Catalans in 
the 14th century and today there 
is still a strong Catalan identity 
throughout the town, and it is often 
even referred to as “Barceloneta”. 
There will be some free time to walk 
through the Medieval streets and 
along the city walls or maybe visit 

the archaeological museum. Return 
to the ship and spend an afternoon 
at sea.

Day 7 Cagliari. This morning we 
drive along the southwestern coast 
to reach Nora which was founded 
by the Phoenicians but also has 
Carthaginian and Roman ruins. After 
a period of Roman prosperity, there 
was a decline and in the 3rd century 
AD the city was engulfed by the sea. 
Still visible today are the remains 
of a Carthaginian warehouse and 
various Roman buildings including 
the baths with splendid mosaics and 
the theatre. Spend the afternoon 
exploring the Sardinian capital 
of Cagliari, an ancient city which 
dates back to the Phoenicians and 
Romans. On a walking tour we will 
stroll around the old town with its 
narrow streets running along a steep 
hillside. See the terraced Piazza 
del Palazzo and the 14th century 
Cathedral of St Cecila. 

Day 8 Agrigento for Valley of the 
Temples, Sicily. After a morning 
at sea we arrive in Sicily at the port 
of Agrigento. Although handsome 
in its own right and awash with 
Medieval atmosphere, Agrigento 
is not our main reason for calling 
at this southern coast port. Close 
by is the Valle dei Templi, a series 
of Doric temples and the most 
captivating of Sicilian Greek 
remains, a grouping unique outside 
Greece. Surrounded in the greenery 
of olive and almond trees, admire 
the Temple of Hera, the Temple of 
Concordia, the Dioscuri Temple, the 
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Suite CategoryDeck Brochure Price Special Offer Price
Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony Suites

Explorer Island Suite

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

£5995
£6195
£6395
£6595
£7495
£7795
£8795
£7295
£7495

£5495
£5695
£5895
£6095
£6995
£7295
£8295
£6795
£6995

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £500 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • 11 nights 
aboard the MS Island Sky on a full board basis • Wine, beer 
and soft drinks with lunch & dinner • Shore excursions • Noble 
Caledonia onboard team including Guest Speaker • Gratuities  
• Transfers • Port taxes. 
Not Included: Travel insurance.

Temple of Olympic Jove and the 
Temple of Hercules. 

Day 9 Valletta, Malta. Over 
breakfast we sail into the Grand 
Harbour of Valletta where we take 
a walking tour of this 16th century 
“Fortress City” built by the Knights 
of St John. Our tour will include 
the highlights of Valletta with its 
stunning views across the harbour 
from the Barakka Gardens. We 
will explore Merchants Street, 
containing the surviving auberges 
built by the Knights of St John 
of Jerusalem, together with the 
palace where Napoleon Bonaparte 
is believed to have stayed in 1798. 
Our final stop will be at St John’s 
Cathedral. The afternoon is free to 
relax or explore at your own pace, 
alternatively join a tour to Mdina. 
Originally this city was given the 
name of “Citta Nobile”, and it is 
now known as the “Silent City” at 
the heart of the island. Mdina is 
Phoenician in origin and was the 
fortified capital of the island before 
the arrival of the Knights. 

Day 10 Syracuse, Sicily. Syracuse 
was founded by the Greeks in 
734 BC and by the 5th century 
was a political and military power 
throughout the Mediterranean 
which rivalled Athens as the 
largest and most beautiful city 
in the Greek world. On leaving 
the vessel we visit the Neapolis 
Archaeological Park where we will 
find a well preserved Greek theatre 
with seats carved from limestone. 
Paradise Quarry, now an attractive 

garden and orange grove, was the 
primary source of that limestone 
and is the site of the curious ‘Ear 
of Dionysius,’ a vast grotto with 
an amplifying resonance. We will 
continue to explore the island 
of Ortigia where we will find the 
Temple of Apollo, considered to be 
Sicily’s most ancient Doric temple 
and the Baroque Cathedral, erected 
over the remains of the Temple of 
Minerva. The afternoon is free to 
explore independently and we sail 
late for anyone wishing to take an 
after dinner stroll.

Day 11 Messina & Taormina. From 
the nearby port of Messina we will 
visit Taormina, a walled town lying in 
the shadow of Mount Etna, Europe’s 
highest volcano. The town has 
been a popular tourist destination 
since the 19th century and our 
guided tour will include walking the 
characteristic alleys before visiting 
the 15th century Palazzo Corvaja 
and the impressive Greek Theatre 
from where there are marvellous 
views over the town and coast. 
Those who wish to spend longer 
here will be able to take lunch 
independently in one of the local 
restaurants and enjoy an afternoon 
exploring at leisure before 
our coach returns to Messina. 
Alternatively, return to the ship for 
lunch and enjoy free time in Messina 
before we sail this evening.

Day 12 Palermo to London. 
Disembark this morning and transfer 
to the airport for our scheduled 
flight to London.

Taormina

Alghero
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The Ear of Dionysius, Syracuse



Your Suite
On board there are 59 exceptionally spacious and well-designed 
suites. All feature a seating area and some have private balconies, 
whilst those on the Marco Polo Deck feature tinted, sliding glass 
doors allowing greatly enhanced viewing opportunities and quick 
access to the deck. The feeling of luxury is enhanced by the wood 
panelling and brass, which predominates throughout the vessel 
conveying the atmosphere of a private yacht. The passenger 
accommodation is arranged over five decks and each suite affords 
considerable comfort with en-suite bathroom featuring marble-
topped vanity unit with sink and walk-in shower, a large wardrobe, 
dressing table and excellent storage. There is a mini-fridge, television 
and telephone in each suite. Refillable water bottles, dressing gowns 
and slippers are also provided for your comfort. Other facilities 
include a safe, hairdryer, assorted Molton Brown toiletries,  
air-conditioning and heating. The comfortable beds in each suite can 
be configured as either double or twin.

The much loved MS Island Sky is one of our two flag ships and sister vessel to the MS Hebridean Sky. Both 
vessels were built in the same shipyard in Italy at similar times and share the same excellent attributes that 
make them two of the finest small ships in the world. With a maximum passenger capacity of only 118, a vessel 
of her size is capable of carrying many more but instead the MS Island Sky has the benefit of unusually large 
suites, luxuriously appointed public areas and spacious outside decks.

ms island sky

Deluxe Balcony Suite The RestaurantFriendly Service

Your Dining
With only one sitting and a maximum of just over 100 passengers, the 
cuisine on board the MS Island Sky is of a consistent superior quality 
that befits such a vessel. In keeping with the informal atmosphere on 
board, when dining you are able to choose your seating arrangements 
and choice of restaurants at your leisure; whether that be joining a table 
of four to six other passengers in the elegant à la carte Restaurant or 
outside buffet-style on the Lido Deck in the evening sunshine. In the main 
Restaurant, breakfast is served buffet-style, with certain items cooked to 
order on request. Lunch and dinner menus offer plenty of choice, often 
reflecting the daily catch and local delicacies. The Welcome and Farewell 
dinners are a sumptuous five course affair. To enhance your dining 
experience further a selection of wines is included with both meals. 
Afternoon tea and pre-dinner canapés take place in either the comfort of 
the Lounge or out on the Lido Deck when the weather is favourable. Tea 
and coffee are also available 24 hours a day. Special diets can be catered 
for with sufficient notice.
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Your Space
The spacious and finely decorated public rooms include a large 
Lounge on the Columbus Deck featuring a selection of seating options 
from individual armchairs and sofas to side cushioned benches. Daily 
briefings given by the Cruise Director and talks from Guest Speakers 
and expedition staff take place in the Lounge. In addition to the main 
Lounge, there is also The Club, located on the Marco Polo Deck which 
features the main bar. The Club also features a 24-hour tea and coffee 
station. Towards the aft of the ship on the Columbus Deck is the Library. 
Well stocked with reference books pertaining to the destinations the 
vessel is visiting and a selection of essential reads, you will not find 
yourself short of excellent literature on board. A collection of games 
as well as devices to access the internet via the ship’s satellite can also 
be found in the Library. Access to the ship’s satellite Wi-Fi via your own 
device is complimentary on board (signal strength varies depending on 
location and demand). The main Restaurant, which can seat all guests at 
one sitting, is located on the Magellan Deck, and outside there is a rear 
Lido Deck located on the Erikson Deck where meals are served in warm 
weather under shade. Further to this on the top Explorer Deck there is an 
observation area ideal for spotting wildlife, complete with sun loungers 
for sunbathing, relaxing with a book or catching up with fellow travellers. 
The Promenade Deck wraps around the whole ship giving outstanding 
views. There is also a small beauty salon on board with appointments 
made on request.

Your Comfort 
The MS Island Sky is equipped with the latest safety, navigation and 
communications equipment along with roll stabilisers to minimise the 
ship’s motion. During your voyage we hope to offer you the opportunity 
to visit the Captain and Officers on the Bridge to check the vessel’s 
progress by charts and learn more about your journey. On board you 
will also find a clinic and Doctor and a lift that serves all decks. When at 
anchor our nimble Zodiacs will ferry you ashore or, on select cruises, enjoy 
Zodiac cruises getting you closer to the natural world. 

Your Life On Board
The atmosphere on board is warm and convivial and more akin to 
a private yacht or country hotel in which you can learn more about 
wonderful destinations you are visiting in the company of like-minded 
people. There is a high ratio of crew to passengers and our friendly crew 
of 75 are mainly Filipino and Eastern European and our Captains are 
experienced mariners. After a day ashore you will return to the comfort 
and peace of a well-run and exceedingly comfortable ship where 
peace, high quality of service and attention to detail are the order of 
the day. A little music in the Lounge after dinner, Guest Speakers and 
informative port briefings and of course good food, all contribute to 
make any voyage aboard this wonderful vessel a memorable and joyful 
experience. 
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