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El AlameinQueen Hatshepsut Temple, Luxor

For me the fascination of the Egypt of the Pharaohs has never diminished. The variety of its monuments ensures that on every 
visit there is a scene in a tomb or carving in a temple that comes across in a different way. Then there is the sheer scale both 

across time and in size of its archaeological legacy. This cruise is a splendid opportunity to see some of the most imposing architecture 
and some of the most exquisite reliefs and paintings from the three millennia when Egyptian civilisation flourished. Here are just a few 
examples which I am eager to see again.

My first encounter with the Pyramids of Giza when I was a student left me overawed at the unbelievable dimensions of these royal 
sepulchres. We will stand in their shadow and try to fathom out the method of their construction, a topic still hotly debated. And we can 
only admire the Egyptian workers who with the simplest tools cut the huge granite and limestone blocks with such precision. 

Luxor is certainly the greatest open-air museum in the world. Karnak is a vast site whose magnificence has in no way lost its impact 
for me over the years. Its temples bear witness to 2000 years of pharaonic piety to Amun-Ra, supreme god when Egypt had an empire 
stretching from Syria to Sudan. We can feel the excitement of Napoleon’s soldiers and scholars when they first saw the “forest” of columns 
in the Great Hypostyle Hall and in their amazement likened it to an edifice built by giants. Across the Nile I think you will be intrigued 
by the temple at Deir el-Bahri which Queen Hatshepsut called “Most Sacred of Sacred Places” where there is gorgeous display of colour 
and exotic landscapes.  I am certainly looking forward to discussing with you the controversial reign of this queen who rose to become 
pharaoh. And of course I will enjoy our time together exploring in the Valley of the Kings where more tombs are open and have been 
enhanced by cleaning and conservation in recent years than when I first visited them. We enter a world where the Egyptian imagination 
runs riot in an attempt to depict the triumphs and perils of the royal Hereafter. 

My first ever visit to Alexandria was by accident. When I was staying in Cairo it was suddenly decreed that all visitors were to vacate 
their hotel rooms for delegates to a high level conference. So I ended up at the evocative but dilapidated Hotel Cecil in Alexandria for a 
charming stay. I got to know the few ancient ruins surviving from the prosperous Mediterranean city envisioned by the creative mind of 
Alexander the Great. He never saw Alexandria in its heyday but was brought back here after his death in Babylon – the search for his tomb 
goes on. We will see the city’s ancient legacy and something very special, namely the new Library and Museum complex which looks out 
across the harbour.

This cruise for me highlights the incredible achievements of the ancient Egyptians at the zenith of their civilization. It is the chance to 
enjoy a dialogue with their impressive past.

An introduction from our Guest Speaker, George Hart:

“

”



The Itinerary

El Alamein Karnak Temple 

Alexandria

Day 1 London to Luxor, Egypt. Fly 
by scheduled flight via Cairo. Arrive 
late this evening and transfer to our 
hotel for a two night stay. 

Day 2 Luxor. This morning is free 
to relax or explore independently 
before we meet for lunch at the 
hotel. This afternoon we will visit the 
temples of Karnak, one of the most 
memorable and popular historical 
areas to visit in the world. Here you 
will witness the unbelievably vast 
array of monuments dedicated to 
Amun-Ra, king of the gods, his wife 
Mut and their son Khonsu. Just two 
of the highlights you will see are the 
great hypostyle hall with over 130 
columns, some 22 metres high, and 
the obelisk of the powerful queen 
pharaoh Hatshepsut. Continue to 
the Temple of Luxor before we walk 
back to the hotel via the souk. After 
some time at leisure we meet for 
dinner in the hotel. 

Day 3 Luxor & Safaga. This 
morning we will head to the West 
Bank, one of the most famous 
and important archaeological 
sites in the world. See the Valley 
of the Kings, burial ground of 
the pharaohs for a period of 500 
years. The tombs vividly depict 
the journey of the sun god and 
pharaoh through the dangers of 
the underworld. In the temple of 
Queen Hatshepsut you will discover 
scenes commemorating the reign 
of this exceptional monarch such 
as the ambitious voyage where she 
sent her ships on the Red Sea to 
the mysterious land of Punt. Also 
see the Colossi of Memnon to 

witness the two imposing 18 metre 
high quartzite seated statues which 
marked the entrance to the now 
vanished memorial temple of the 
pharaoh Amenhotep III. His reign in 
the 14th century BC was one of the 
most opulent in Egyptian history. We 
will board a sailing boat on the Nile 
for a short cruise including lunch and 
in the afternoon we drive through the 
desert to the port of Safaga. Embark 
the MS Serenissima and sail this 
evening. 

Day 4 Sharm el Sheikh. Arrive today 
at the resort town of Sharm el Sheikh 
where our interest lies offshore with 
the clear waters of the Red Sea. 
Maybe join a snorkelling tour to 
the Ras Mohamed National Park. 
Designated a National Park in 1983 

The Nile

Guest Speaker – George Hart 
George Hart was tempted into taking post-
graduate studies in Egyptology by the fascinating 
interconnections between the classical world and 
the civilization of the pharaohs. His first visit to Egypt 
was in 1971 and he has been back there at least once 
every year since. He has frequently taken tours to 
Egypt ranging from cruises on the River Nile and Lake 
Nasser to land trips in the Sinai Peninsula and the 
oases of the Western Desert. His career at the British 

Museum lasting over 30 years involved lectures and courses on Ancient 
Egypt as well as teaching hieroglyphs at introductory and advanced levels. 
He also researched the civilizations of the Ancient Mediterranean world 
including the major monuments of the Levant which he has visited on many 
occasions. During this period he wrote books on the Pyramid Age and on 
Egyptian deities and mythology. He was the first chairman of the Friends of 
the Petrie Museum of Egyptian Archaeology attached to University College 
London. He has also served on the Board of Trustees of the Egyptian 
Exploration Society. Currently he is a committee member of both the Sudan 
Archaeological Research Society and the London Centre of the Ancient 
Near East. He is also an accredited lecturer for the Arts Society. His most 
recent publication is a two volume book on the Pharaohs for the Folio 
Society, covering 3000 years down to the suicide of Cleopatra.
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+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Cabin Description Cat
2  Standard Stateroom   
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom  
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite  
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite  
10 Standard Single 

Brochure Price Special Offer Price

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £300 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£5295
£5695
£6095
£6495
£6995
£7395
£7795
£5895

£4995
£5395
£5795
£6195
£6695
£7095
£7495
£5595

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Two nights 
hotel accommodation at the Hilton Hotel in Luxor with all meals  
• Eight nights aboard the MS Serenissima on a full board basis  
• House wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner  
• Noble Caledonia onboard team including Guest Speaker • Shore 
excursions • Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance, Egyptian visa.

the reef ecosystems here protect a 
diversity of fish species and coral. 
Alternatively take a glass bottomed 
boat tour as we view some of the 
many species of colourful fish, 
coral and sponges that live in these 
waters. Returning to the ship for 
lunch we will spend the afternoon 
cruising through the Gulf of Suez. 

Day 5 Cairo. Today is a full day 
tour dedicated to the capital city 
of Cairo. We visit the impressive 
Pyramids of Giza and the Sphinx, 
the only survivor of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World, and 
the tombs of the great Pharaohs 
and their queens. After lunch we 
visit the Grand Egyptian Museum. 
This complex is a cultural hub 
and includes one of the largest 
museums in the world displaying 
the heritage of a single civilisation. 
The museum contains over 50,000 
artefacts reflecting Egypt’s past 
from prehistory until the Greek 
and Roman periods. As you 
enter the museum, you cannot 
miss the colossal statue of King 
Ramses II, nor the 87 huge royal 
artefacts exhibited at the grand 
stairs. These stairs lead up to an 
impressive 28 metre high glass 
facade overlooking the pyramids of 
Giza. The museum also hosts over 
5,000 artefacts from the tomb of 
the golden Pharaoh Tutankhamun. 
Return to the MS Serenissima for 
dinner this evening.

Day 6 Suez Canal Transit. Spend 
the day in transit of the Suez Canal 
and the Great Bitter Lake.  

Days 7 & 8 Alexandria. We 
end our time in Egypt in the 

Mediterranean city of Alexandria 
where we spend two days. During 
our time in the city we will visit the 
Bibliotheca Alexandrina and the 
Archaeological Museum which 
contains recent finds of Cleopatra’s 
palace. Also see Pompey’s Pillar, 
the Montazah Palace and gardens, 
the Catacombs, the Roman 
Amphitheatre and take in the views 
from the Citadel of Qaitbay, which 
stands where the famous Pharos 
Lighthouse of Alexandria stood in 
antiquity. We will also take a full 
day tour into the Western Desert to 
visit the Museum and graveyards of 
El Alamein. It was here in October 
1942 that thousands of British and 
commonwealth soldiers lost their 
lives in battle. We will visit the 
Commonwealth War Cemetery as 
well as the local museum with its 
collection of memorabilia including 
tanks, artillery and uniforms from 
the nations that fought in the 
North Africa campaigns.

Day 9 At Sea. Spend a relaxing 
day at sea as we sail across to 
Cyprus arriving in Limassol this 
evening where we moor overnight.

Day 10 Limassol, Cyprus. Our 
morning tour will include the 
Temple of Apollo, one of the main 
religious centres of ancient Cyprus 
where Apollo was worshipped as 
God of the Woodlands. It seems 
that the worship of Apollo on 
this site began as early as the 
8th century BC and continued 
until the 4th century AD. We will 
continue to the ruins of Kourion, a 
city built in 1200 BC. Of particular 
interest are the public baths, the 
necropolis, the Fountain House, 

House of Gladiators and House 
of Achilles. The most spectacular 
site at Kourion is the Greco-Roman 
Theatre that has been completely 
restored and is used today for 
open-air musical and theatrical 
performances. After lunch on 

Pyramids of Giza and SphinxRamesses II, Karnak Temple

board the afternoon is at leisure to 
explore further at your own pace.

Day 11 Limassol to London. 
Disembark this morning and 
transfer to Larnaca airport for our 
scheduled flight to London.

Kourion



Your Cabin/Suite
Accommodating no more than 95 passengers, there are eight different 
grades of cabins arranged over five decks, and all feature either 
windows or portholes. The cabins are attractively designed for comfort 
and convenience. All cabins are fully air conditioned with an en-suite 
bathroom with shower (please note cabins 601 - 605 and 507 have a 
bath with shower attachment) and a selection of toiletries in addition 
to a hairdryer, robes and slippers. All cabins come equipped with 
telephone, flat screen television, safety deposit box and other thoughtful 
appointments. Refillable water bottles are available in all cabins for use 
on board. Due to the very nature of the ship, the cabins vary in shape 
and size, adding to the vessel’s overall charm.

Your Dining
The free seating Venice Restaurant 
accommodates all guests in one sitting 
and, with its Deck 5 location, all of the 
tables benefit from great views. The 
picture windows also make the restaurant 
wonderfully light and airy. Breakfast is served 
buffet-style with cooked dishes available and 
eggs to order by the ship’s accomplished 
chef. Lunch is also served buffet-style 

The charming MS Serenissima began her career as the Harald Jarl, cruising the Norwegian coastline and fjords. 
Since 2003, when she was extensively renovated, she has been operating as a classic cruise ship. Previously 
known as the MS Andrea, she was upgraded again in 2013 and started her new life as the MS Serenissima.  
With her small size she can navigate into small, remote ports inaccessible to the big cruise ships and  
appears an impressive sight when moored. With her fleet of Zodiacs, she is capable of both destination  
and expedition cruising. 

Venice Restaurant Andrea LoungeHarald Jarl Lounge

with hot and cold dishes available. Dinner is served à la carte and is four 
courses, except at the Captain’s Dinner, which is a six course affair. Where 
possible, local produce is sourced for an authentic dining experience. A 
choice of red or white wine, beer and soft drinks is included at lunch and 
dinner. In good weather there are al fresco dining facilities available and tea 
and coffee are available around the clock in the Andrea Lounge.

Your Space
The facilities on board include two lounges – the larger Andrea Lounge 
is comfortable and spacious and the smaller Harald Jarl Lounge is more 
intimate. There is also a small library and Wi-Fi is available at an extra 
cost throughout the vessel. The outside areas really are something 
special. A spacious observation deck allows 360 degree views of the 
passing scenery. From here, step down to the lido area with Jacuzzi 
and outside bar. The covered seating area at the back of Deck 6 is ideal 
for relaxing with a drink in hand. Perhaps, one of the best known and 
loved features of this vessel is its unique style. During the major refit in 
Sweden the then owners commissioned Swedish interior designers to 
create a country house style which has recently been updated with some 
Art Deco styling which works particularly well on a vessel of this vintage, 
providing intimacy and a classic nautical sensibility often lacking in 
larger vessels.

ms serenissima 
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DELUXE STATEROOM
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SUPERIOR STATEROOM
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CLASSIC STATEROOM
(14 to 19 square metres)

STANDARD STATEROOM
(10 to 11.5 square metres)

STANDARD SINGLE
(7 to 12.5 square metres)
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2 Chester Close, Belgravia, London, SW1X 7BE
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All special offers are subject to availability. Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request. 
Cover image: Karnak Temple.

MS SERENISSIMA DECK PLAN & CABINS

NB. Please note cabin sizes vary in each category and measurements shown are approximate.




