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The Itinerary
Day 1 London to Panama  
City, Panama. Fly by scheduled 
indirect flight. Arrive this afternoon 
and transfer to our hotel in the 
city for an overnight stay. The 
remainder of the day and evening 
is at leisure. 

Day 2 Panama City to Colon. 
After breakfast in the hotel we 
make our way to the Panama  
Canal Observation Centre to  
learn about the expansion of the 
canal before visiting the Miraflores 
Locks Visitor Centre where you 
can see the history of the canal 
and watch the ships as they pass 
through. Continue to Colon  
where we will embark the  
MS Hebridean Sky and sail  
this evening.

Day 3 San Blas Islands. We 
awake in the stunning San Blas 
archipelago. The archipelago is 
made up of over 400 islands that 
line the north coast of Panama 
with white sandy beaches set in 
a turquoise sea. The islands are 
home to the indigenous Kuna 
Indians who gained self-rule from 
the government of Panama in the 
1920s and maintain their traditional 
way of life including the production 
of colourful fabric art known as 
‘molas’. We will have time to take 
a nature walk or perhaps enjoy a 
swim from the beach.

Day 4 Panama Canal Transit. 
An undisputed destination on 
the travel bucket list must be the 
Panama Canal. The first attempt 
to build the canal was made by 
a French company but ended 
in failure in 1889. The American 
government eventually bought out 
the French for 40 million dollars, 

and their attempt to build the 
Canal started in 1904. Through the 
efforts of over 80,000 workers and 
the loss of more than 30,000 lives, 
the greatest single construction 
project ever undertaken was 
completed. The project ended in 
triumph, with the Canal opening 
in 1914, and it is now a vital artery 
of international trade, with nearly 
14,000 ships travelling through it 
every year. The canal is around 50 
miles long and takes between eight 
to ten hours to cross and we hope 
to confirm a daytime crossing.

Days 5 & 6 Bahia Solano & Utria 
National Park, Colombia. After 
a morning at sea we land on the 
Pacific coast of Colombia and have 
a day and a half to explore this 
beautiful area which is well off the 

This extraordinary voyage along South America’s 
west coast promises to be a marvellous adventure 

and travelling aboard the all suite MS Hebridean Sky, and 
thereby skipping the arduous long journeys that overland 
travel entails, is the perfect way to explore the region. 
Sailing from the Caribbean Sea through the Panama Canal 
to the Pacific Ocean, our cruise will take us along stunning 
coastline which will be dominated by the ever present 
Andes as we make our way through some of the most 
culturally rich and ecologically diverse places on the planet.

We will unearth the beauty of Panama, Colombia, Ecuador 
and Peru as we explore the region’s archaeological and 
natural wonders whilst also having the opportunity to 
experience one of the greatest man-made wonders of the 
world – the Panama Canal. An engineering marvel when 
it opened, the 50 mile passage continues to astonish even 
the most veteran traveller. In Panama we will marvel at 
the palm-fringed islands and white sand beaches of the 
San Blas archipelago and whilst in Colombia we visit the 
Utria National Park with its dense rainforest, mangroves 
and many species of birds, reptiles and monkeys. Further 
south we will explore Ecuador’s Machalilla National Park, 
a protected coastal haven for over 200 species of birds and 
wildlife. In Peru we will visit Chan Chan, a pre-Columbian 
site of the Chimu culture and land on Lobos de Tierra, a 
tiny island off the coast, famous for its abundant marine 
and birdlife.

During this voyage we will venture into national parks and 
conservation areas teeming with wildlife and visit remote 
communities where locals live following ancient ways of 
life. There will also be opportunities to enjoy swimming 
and nature walks. A flexible itinerary and knowledgeable 
onboard team will enable us to make the most of each day, 
whether we are landing on remote beaches by Zodiac, 
watching out for wildlife or learning more of the history 
and culture of the places we are visiting.
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traditional cruise routes. Here 
we find the Utria National Park, 
a tropical forest which reaches 
down to the sandy beaches. Using 
our Zodiacs to get ashore we will 
enjoy hikes and nature trails and 
observe the flora and fauna with 
our local guides. In Bahia Solano 
we will visit the small town whilst 
those feeling active may wish to 
join a guided walk to a private 
rainforest reserve which runs 
alongside the Rio Mecana and 
is part of a 170 hectare nature 
reserve. Made up of mangroves, 
tropical forest, native plants and 
trees of the Choco region, our 
local guides will point out the 
indigenous plants and birdlife 
and highlight the ongoing 
reforestation programmes. We 
also hope to offer a chance to 
swim from one of the beaches.

Day 7 Isla Gorgona. Once a high 
security prison island located 50 
miles off the Colombian mainland, 
Gorgona Island has reinvented 
itself as a natural paradise with 
golden sandy beaches, freshwater 
streams, waterfalls and tropical 
forests. In the mid-1980s the 
island became a National Park, 
the prison converted to a research 
centre and one of the houses to 
a museum. We will spend the 
day on the island and a choice of 
activities will be on offer including 
nature walks looking for some of 
the many species of birds, snakes, 
sloths and monkeys as well as the 
blue anole – the world’s only blue 
lizard. Alternatively enjoy a swim 
from the beaches or learn more 
about the history of the island 
from the local guides.

Day 8 At Sea. Spend a relaxing 
day at sea as make our way to 
Ecuador.

Day 9 Manta, Ecuador. Our first 
call in Ecuador will be at the port 
of Manta which is the largest tuna 
fishing harbour on the continent. 
Leaving the city we drive along the 
scenic seaside promenade and 
through the suburbs to charming 
Montecristi which still retains the 
atmosphere and faded elegance 
of its Spanish heritage. We will 
stop by Montecristi´s central 
square which holds a cornucopia of 
artisan stalls selling straw baskets, 
jewellery and colourful handicrafts 
before we learn about the town’s 
biggest export, the iconic Panama 
hat. Later we will visit the Pacoche 
Reserve, located on the Manabi 
coast and a habitat for multiple 
species. Our expedition team 
will lead walks through the park’s 
trails to see the resident howler 
monkeys, over 50 species of 
endemic birds and rich flora.

Day 10 Isla de la Plata. Around 
forty kilometres off the Ecuadorian 
coast is the small island of Isla de 
la Plata (Silver Island) where it is 
claimed Sir Francis Drake buried 
some of his treasure. The island 
is part of the Machalilla National 
Park and a sanctuary for seabirds 
such as the red footed, blue footed 
and Nazca boobies who share 
the steep cliffs with frigate birds, 
albatrosses and the red-billed 
tropicbirds. Spend the morning 
with our naturalists who will lead 
nature walks searching for wildlife 
before we sail this afternoon.

Day 11 Guayaquil. Sail this 
morning up the Guayas River 
and into Ecuador’s main port of 
Guayaquil. A full day tour will 
take us out of the city and to the 
Mangalares Churute Ecological 
Park which contains approximately 
50,000 hectares of mangroves and 

covers 60% of the reserve. Being a 
wetland reserve we will see a great 
diversity of molluscs and crabs 
as well as aquatic birds including 
herons and ibis and we will use 
local boats to explore. Lunch will 
be served at a nearby finca where 
we also learn about their cultivation 
of cocoa and can sample some of 
their home produced chocolate. 
Alternatively spend the morning 
in Guayaquil on a tour including 
Centennial Plaza that honours 
the heroes of Guayaquil’s 
independence, the famous Moorish 
Clock Tower and Seminario Park, 
with an equestrian statue of South 
America’s liberator, Simon Bolivar. 
Our tour concludes at the city’s 
oldest neighbourhood, Las Penas, 
with its brightly coloured houses 
and panoramic views. Return to the 
ship for lunch and a free afternoon.

Day 12 Puerto Bolivar. On 
our final call in Ecuador there 
will be a choice of experiences 
offered. A full day tour will take 
us to the Buenaventura Cloud 
Forest Reserve which is home to 
a remarkable array of flora and 
fauna. Divided into highlands and 
lowland it combines elements of 
the deciduous Tumbesian Forest 
of Southern Ecuador with the wet 
Choco forests of Northwestern 
Ecuador. We will take a series of 
trails in the forest and with up to 
300 bird species we hope to see 
hummingbirds, El Oro Parakeet, 
Royal Pacific Flycatcher and 
Ecuadorian Tapaculo. After lunch 
at a local organic farm we return 
to the ship. Alternatively head to 
a plantation to learn about one 
of Ecuador’s biggest industries, 
banana production. Learn about 
the growing practices as well as 
developments in cultivation which 
have helped the industry thrive 

and Ecuador become the world’s 
largest exporter.  

Day 13 Isla Lobos de Tierra, Peru. 
After a morning at sea and weather 
permitting we will use our Zodiacs 
as we visit the offshore island of 
Lobos de Tierra. In the 19th century 
this was the site of a large guano 
mining centre however today it is 
an important seabird sanctuary and 
home to Peruvian pelicans, blue 
footed boobies and cormorants. 
We will explore the coastline in 
the Zodiacs and take walks ashore 
watching for the birdlife and South 
American sea lions in the waters.

Day 14 Salaverry. Arrive this 
morning at Salaverry, our base 
for a full day of touring. From the 
port we will drive to Hauca de 
la Luna to see the Huaca del Sol 
pyramids from the Moche culture, 
a remarkable pre-Inca civilisation. 
Continue on to the ruins of Chan 
Chan, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site and the imperial capital of 
the Chimu, where we explore the 
ruins of the largest adobe city in 
the world, marvelling at their skilful 
irrigation and engineering projects. 
We also visit the intriguing desert 
city of Trujillo. This oasis city was 
founded by Pizarro in 1536 and 
still exudes much Spanish colonial 
charm. Visit the Casa Urquiaga, a 
mansion containing pre-Columbian 
ceramics and the Plaza de Armas 
with its imposing 17th century 
cathedral.

Day 15 Callao for Lima. In the 
early afternoon we will arrive in the 
port of Callao our base for a tour 
of Lima city, which was founded by 
the conquistador Francisco Pizarro 
in 1535, and then named the ‘City 
of Kings’ by the Spaniards who 
took the city in the name of the 
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Chan Chan Chimu Kingdom, Peru

+44 (0)20 7752 0000

PRICE INCLUDES: Economy class scheduled air travel • Overnight hotel 
accommodation in Panama City with breakfast • 14 nights aboard the  
MS Hebridean Sky on a full board basis • House wine, beer & soft drinks with 
lunch and dinner • Noble Caledonia expedition team • Shore excursions  
• Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.
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Spanish Crown. During the vice 
royalty the city became the most 
important capital in the region, and 
as testament to this, today you can 
still see the imposing buildings that 
were constructed principally in the 
city centre. See the most important 
buildings in the Plaza Mayor, 
such as the Government Palace, 
the beautiful cathedral and the 
various small palaces and colonial 
balconies that adorn the capital of 

the Peruvian Republic, all of which 
was declared a World Heritage 
Site by UNESCO thanks to its well-
preserved architecture.

Day 16 Lima to London. 
Disembark this morning and 
transfer to the airport for our 
scheduled indirect flight to 
London.

Day 17 London. Arrive today.

Discover the heart and soul of one 
of the most fascinating civilisations 
in the Americas, the Incas. During 
our post-cruise extension explore 
Cusco, capital of the Inca Empire; 
the Sacred Valley, a setting of 
picturesque communities, impressive 
terraces and some important 
archaeological sites; and the 
ultimate Inca site, Machu Picchu. 

The Itinerary 
Day 1 Lima to Sacred Valley, Peru. Disembark this morning and 
transfer to the airport for our scheduled flight to Cusco. Upon arrival 
embark on a guided tour of the first capital of the Inca Empire 
including the 16th century Cusco Cathedral and Santo Domingo. Enjoy 
a delicious Peruvian lunch at a local restaurant, then embark our coach 
to the Sacred Valley where we check into our hotel for a two night stay. 
Spend the rest of the day relaxing and enjoying the panoramic views 
of the Andes as we acclimatise to the high altitude (B, L). 

Day 2 Sacred Valley. After breakfast we drive to the archaeological 
site of Moray, composed of three groups of circular terraces before 
continuing to the Andean Village of Ccor Ccor. Here we meet the 
Quechua-speaking farmers and weavers of this rural community and 
hear about local way of life and traditions. We then learn about the 
Andean agricultural cycle as our Quechua hosts show us how they 
hand-turn the soil on the mountainsides, and invite us to join an 
Andean tradition of blessing the earth. Enjoy lunch at a local Hacienda 
surrounded by a forest of eucalyptus trees and other native species 
and see the famous giant white corn which is cultivated for export 
before we return to our hotel and meet later for dinner. (B, L, D).
 
Day 3 Sacred Valley & Machu Picchu. This morning we visit the 
massive fortress of Ollantaytambo, a formidable stone structure that 
climbs massive terraces reaching the top of a high peak. Below the 
fortress lies a complete Incan town, also called Ollantaytambo, still 
inhabited and with its original architecture and layout preserved. 
We then embark on our scenic railway journey to Machu Picchu – a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site and one of the New Seven Wonders 
of the World. Constructed as a royal retreat for the Inca emperor 
Pachacuti in the 1400s, Machu Picchu was abandoned less than 
100 years later, its population probably devastated by smallpox. 
Architectural highlights include the Temple of the Sun, designed much 
like the one in Cusco, several other temples, hundreds of terraces, and 
a mysterious carved stone situated on a raised platform that towers 
above the plaza. The stone may have been used for astronomical 
observations, but no one knows for certain. The Inca had no written 
language, so there is no record of Machu Picchu’s ultimate purpose. 
After the visit we check-in to our hotel in Aguas Calientes. (B, L, D)
 
Day 4 Machu Picchu to Cusco. This morning there will be a chance 
to return to Machu Pichu to explore further at your own pace before 
travelling back to Cusco this afternoon. Check into our hotel for an 
overnight stay and the remainder of the day is at leisure. (B, L)
 
Day 5 Cusco to London. Check out this morning and transfer to the 
airport for our scheduled flight to Lima where we connect with our 
onward indirect flight to London (B)

Day 6 London. Arrive this morning.

PRICES PER PERSON  
Based on double occupancy

Twin:  £2995  Single:  £3595

Price Includes: Economy class scheduled air travel from Lima to Cusco, 
two nights hotel accommodation in Sacred Valley, overnight hotel 
accommodation in Aguas Calientes and Cusco, meals shown as included  
(B – Breakfast, L – Lunch, D – Dinner), excursions, Tour Manager, gratuities, 
transfers, airport taxes. Not Included: Travel insurance.
NB. Minimum numbers apply.

Post-cruise Peru Extension  
24th to 29th January 2023
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Your Suite
On board there are 59 exceptionally spacious and well-designed suites. 
All feature a sitting area and some have private balconies. The feeling of 
luxury is enhanced by the wood panelling and brass, which predominates 
throughout the vessel conveying the atmosphere of a private yacht. 
The passenger accommodation is arranged over five decks and all 
suites have outside views with those on the Scott and Shackleton Decks 
featuring private balconies. Each suite affords considerable comfort with 
en-suite bathroom featuring vanity unit with sink and walk-in shower, 
large wardrobes, dressing table with large mirror and stool and excellent 
storage. There is a mini-fridge, flat screen television and a telephone 
in each suite. Refillable water bottles, towelling dressing gowns and 
slippers are also provided for your comfort. Other facilities include a 
programmable electronic safe, hairdryer, assorted Molton Brown toiletries 
and individually controlled air-conditioning and heating. Soft hues 
and blended tones enhance the traditional maritime style making the 
passenger accommodation an inviting and relaxing place to be.

The much loved MS Hebridean Sky is one of our two flagships and sister vessel to the MS Island Sky.
Both vessels were built in the same shipyard in Italy at similar times and share the same excellent attributes 
that make them two of the finest small ships in the world. With a maximum passenger capacity of only 118, 
a vessel of her size is capable of carrying many more but instead the MS Hebridean Sky has the benefit of 
unusually large suites, luxuriously appointed public areas and spacious outside decks.  

ms hebridean sky 

Alfresco Dining The RestaurantOwner’s Balcony Suite

Your Dining
With only one sitting and a maximum of just over 100 passengers, the 
cuisine on board the MS Hebridean Sky is of a consistent superior quality 
that befits such a vessel. In keeping with the informal atmosphere on 
board, when dining you are able to choose your seating arrangements 
and choice of restaurants at your leisure; whether that be joining a table 
of four to six other passengers in the elegant à la carte Restaurant or, 
outside buffet-style on the Lido Deck in the evening sunshine. In the main 
Restaurant, breakfast is served buffet-style, with certain items cooked 
to order on request. Lunch and dinner menus offer plenty of choice, 
often reflecting the daily catch and local delicacies. The Welcome and 
Farewell dinners are a sumptuous five course affair. To enhance your 
dining experience further a selection of wines is included with both meals. 
Afternoon tea and pre-dinner canapés take place in either the comfort of 
the Lounge or out on the Lido Deck when the weather is favourable. Tea 
and coffee are also available 24 hours a day. Special diets can be catered 
for with sufficient notice.
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Your Space
The spacious and finely decorated public rooms include a large Lounge 
on the Byrd Deck featuring a selection of seating options from individual 
armchairs and sofas to side cushioned benches. Daily briefings given by 
the Cruise Director and talks from Guest Speakers and expedition staff 
take place in the Lounge. In addition to the main Lounge, there is also 
The Club, located on the Mawson Deck which features the main bar. The 
Club also features a 24-hour tea and coffee station. Towards the aft of 
the ship on the Mawson Deck is the Library. Well stocked with reference 
books pertaining to the destinations the vessel is visiting and a selection 
of essential reads, you will not find yourself short of excellent literature on 
board. A collection of games and devices to access the internet via the 
ship’s satellite can also be found in the library. Access to the ship’s satellite 
Wi-Fi via your own device is complimentary on board (signal strength 
varies depending on location and demand). The main Restaurant, which 
can seat all guests at one sitting, is located on the Amundsen Deck, 
and outside there is a rear Lido Deck located on the Scott Deck where 
meals are served in warm weather under shade. Further to this on the top 
Shackleton Deck there is an observation area, complete with sun loungers 
for sunbathing, relaxing with a book or catching up with fellow travellers. 
The Promenade Deck wraps around the whole ship providing outstanding 
views. There is also a small beauty salon on board with appointments 
made on request. 

Your Comfort
The MS Hebridean Sky is equipped with the latest safety, navigation and 
communications equipment along with roll stabilisers to minimise the 
ship’s motion. During your voyage we hope to offer you the opportunity 
to visit the Captain and Officers on the Bridge to check the vessel’s 
progress by charts and learn more about your journey. On board you 
will also find a clinic and Doctor and a lift that serves all decks. When at 
anchor our nimble Zodiacs will ferry you ashore or, on select cruises, enjoy 
Zodiac cruises getting you closer to the natural world.

Your Life On Board
The atmosphere on board is warm and convivial and more akin to a 
private yacht or country hotel in which you can learn more about the 
wonderful destinations you are visiting in the company of like-minded 
people. There is a high ratio of crew to passengers and our friendly crew 
of 75 are mainly Filipino and Eastern European and our Captains are 
experienced mariners. After a day ashore you will return to the comfort 
and peace of a well-run and exceedingly comfortable ship where peace, 
high quality of service and attention to detail are the order of the day. 
A little music in the Lounge or bar after dinner, Guest Speakers and 
informative port briefings and of course good food, all contribute  
to make any voyage aboard this wonderful vessel a memorable and  
joyful experience.  

The Library Superior Suite The Club

During this voyage you will be visiting out of the way 
destinations and will be accompanied by an expedition 
team. Landings and excursions will be made by Zodiac 
landing craft. This cruise will appeal to the more 
adventurous and those who enjoy the natural world.

Standard Suites (Forward)

Standard Suites

Superior Suites

Premium Suites Single Suites

Deluxe Balcony Suites

Owners Balcony Suites

Corner Suites

Hair dresser 
& Beauty 
Center

Lido 
Deck

Bridge

Library

The 
Club

Lounge

Restaurant

Hospital

Reception

Entrance 
Hall

LIFT

LIFT

LIFT

LIFT

STAIRS

STAIRS

STAIRS

STAIRS

Owner’s  Balcony Suite s

Owner ’s Balcony Suites

Balconies

Balconies

Deluxe Balcony Suites

Deluxe Balcony Suites

Open 
Deck

Chart 
room

Radio 
room

O
ffi
ce

r

Chief
Engineer Captain

Hotel 
manager ś  
office

Balconies

Balconies

Sta ff 
Cabin

Sta ff 
Cabin

Coffee
Station

Promenade deck

Promenade deck

Promenade deck

Promenade deck

Public 
bathrooms

STAIRS

Purse r’s
Office

Cruise 
DirectorCruise 

office

Buffet Pantry

LIFTSTAIRS

STAIRS

Doctor

Officer ’s 
Quarters

Galley

 

Shackleton Deck
Scott Deck
Mawson Deck
Byrd Deck
Amundsen Deck

605 603

604606

Owner’s Balcony Suites

Owner’s Balcony Suites

Deluxe Balcony Suites

Deluxe Balcony Suites

Premium Suites Premium Suites

Premium Suites

Superior Suites Superior Suites

Superior Suites

Standard Suites

Standard Suites Standard Suites Standard Suites

(forwar

Superior Suites Superior Suites

Superior Suites

Premium Suites Premium Suites

Premium Suites Corner Suite

Corner Suite

511 507 505509

512 510 508 506

427

428 426 424 422 420 418 416 414

425 423 421 419 417 415

333335 331 329

330332336 334338340342344346348

347 345 343 341 339

261 259 257 255

262 260 258 256 254 252 250

Standard Suites (Forward)

Standard Suites

Superior Suites

Premium Suites Single Suites

Deluxe Balcony Suites

Owners Balcony Suites

Corner Suites

Hair dresser 
& Beauty 
Center

Lido 
Deck

Bridge

Library

The 
Club

Lounge

Restaurant

Hospital

Reception

Entrance 
Hall

LIFT

LIFT

LIFT

LIFT

Jacuzzi

STAIRS

STAIRS

STAIRS

STAIRS

Owner’s  Balcony Suite s

Owner ’s Balcony Suites

Balconies

Balconies

Deluxe Balcony Suites

Deluxe Balcony Suites

Open 
Deck

Chart 
room

Radio 
room

O
ffi
ce

r

Chief
Engineer Captain

Hotel 
manager ś  
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