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During the month of June our western shores and Ireland are alive with colour. This is a 
spectacularly beautiful time when many of the gardens, estates and national parks are 

at their most appealing and the countryside will be lush and inviting. The gardens of Britain 
and Ireland have a unique quality and from the formal and manicured, to the wilder and more 
natural, our itinerary includes some of the most beautiful and diverse gardens which in early 
summer are a sight to gladden any heart.

For almost thirty years Noble Caledonia has undertaken at least one itinerary such as this each 
year and in 2022 we shall be returning to many of our favourite places which have proven so 
popular with our passengers. High on our list are the the stunning sub-tropical Abbey Gardens 
on Tresco; Bodnant Garden in the beautiful Conwy Valley; Inverewe Gardens, Scotland’s 
botanical gardens in the north-west Highlands; and some delightful Irish gardens which have 
a unique quality, the ‘soft’ weather and green mountain backdrops making for lovely views. Each day there will also be the 
opportunity to experience the sheer diversity of the coastline, see the resident wildlife, enjoy the wonderful views on offer and 
appreciate the history of the region.

All of this makes for a most appealing sea journey whether you be an avid gardener, birdwatcher or simply enjoy sailing past 
and visiting some of the most enchanting places in the world. Whilst you could always drive, travel by train and coach and 
reach most of our itinerary with the help of a ferry, it is much more enjoyable to join the 95 passenger MS Serenissima and 
travel in comfort accompanied by our expert onboard team without any of the hassle that independent exploration of these 
fascinating places would entail.
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The Itinerary
Day 1 Portsmouth, England. 
Embark this afternoon. Transfers 
will be provided from Portsmouth 
Harbour Railway Station at a fixed 
time. Enjoy welcome drinks and 
dinner as we sail this evening.

Day 2 Tresco, Isles of Scilly. 
Spend the morning at sea arriving 
in the Isles of Scilly over lunch. We 
spend the afternoon on traffic-free 
Tresco, walking its idyllic lanes from 
the beach to the famous sub-
tropical Abbey Gardens. Defying 
the Atlantic weather, this miracle 
of a garden is home to more than 
20,000 species of plants from over 
80 countries. Enjoy time to wander 
at your own pace along the paths, 
maybe visit the Valhalla collection 
of ship figureheads from ships 
wrecked on the islands or relax in 
the café.

Day 3 Waterford, Ireland. From 
our berth in the town of Waterford 
we will drive to Mount Congreve, 
a spectacular woodland garden 
on the banks of the River Suir. 
This privately owned seventy acre 
garden has a collection of over 
three thousand trees and shrubs 
and is particularly stunning in early 
summer when the gardens are 
awash with magnificent sweeps 
of flowering azaleas, camellias, 
magnolias and rhododendrons. 
Enjoy time to walk the numerous 
paths bordered with wisterias or 
bluebells and visit the vantage 
points with views over the 
landscape and meadows beyond. 

Return to the MS Serenissima 
for lunch and enjoy an afternoon 
at leisure to explore Waterford 
independently.

Day 4 Dun Laoghaire. After 
breakfast we will drive out into 
the Wicklow Mountains and the 
wonderfully sited gardens of 
Powerscourt. Spread out over 47 
acres we will explore the Italianate 
Terraces, the Japanese Garden 
where the azaeleas should be in 
bloom and maybe take a walk 
through the wooded Tower 
Valley. We will enjoy lunch before 
continuing to Mount Usher, a 
lovely romantic garden on the 
banks of the River Vartry with 
over 5,000 species of plants and 
shrubs. We hope to see magnolias 
and crocuses line the pathways 
as we stroll through the grounds. 
Alternatively, you may prefer to 
spend the day in Dublin and our 
onboard staff will be able to advise 
on travel arrangements to the city 
centre.

Day 5 Llandudno & Bodnant 
Garden, Wales. Spend the morning 
at Bodnant Garden, which is 
situated above the River Conwy 
and has stunning views across 
Snowdonia. Begun in 1875, Bodnant 
Garden is the creation of four 
generations of Aberconways and 
features huge Italianate terraces 
and formal lawns on its upper 
level, with a wooded valley, stream 
and wild garden below. There are 
dramatic colours throughout the 
season, with herbaceous borders, 
roses, hydrangeas, water lilies and 

Argyll Coastline

Caroline Holmes is a garden historian of places, 
people and plants, a speaker, author of 12 books, 
TV and radio broadcaster and consultant designer 
who specialises in evoking historic, artistic and 
symbolic references. She has travelled extensively 
across, researched in and written on France and 
Italy, both rich sources of the harmony we find in 
architecture, gardens and music. Academic but not 
dry, Caroline has been a speaker on every continent 

except Antarctica, she is a lecturer for The Arts Society (formerly 
NADFAS) for whom she has also toured in Australia and New Zealand 
as well as Europe. Caroline is a Course Director for the University 
of Cambridge’s ICE International Summer Programme exploring 
English Houses and Gardens, how they define Englishness or express 
personalities, politics, British royalty and wealth. She has lectured on 
many specialist tours around Florence, Siena and Rome. Garden design 
consultancies include: Humanist Renaissance inspired gardens for Notre 
Dame de Calais; Knots, Orchards and Operatic Borders for the Royal 
Opera House at High House, Essex; and devising the plantings and 
lore for the Poison Garden in The Alnwick Garden, Northumberland. 
Caroline has devised two theatrical productions celebrating gardens 
‘Impressionists in their Gardens – living light and colour’ and ‘How does 
your garden grow Mr. Shakespeare?’.

Guest Speaker – Caroline Holmes
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+44 (0)20 7752 0000

Castle Mey

Llandudno

Cabin Description Cat Brochure Price
2  Standard Stateroom 
3  Classic Stateroom 
4  Superior Stateroom 
5  Deluxe Stateroom 
6  Junior Suite 
7  Owner’s Suite 
8  Serenissima Suite 
10 Standard Single 

PRICE INCLUDES: Nine nights aboard the Serenissima on a full board 
basis • House wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch and dinner • Noble 
Caledonia onboard team including Guest Speaker • Shore excursions  
• Gratuities • Transfers • Port taxes.
Not Included: Travel insurance.

£3995
£4195
£4495
£4995
£5495
£5895
£6095
£4695

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

clematis that delight throughout 
the summer. This afternoon will 
be free to explore Llandudno at 
leisure. Developed as an upmarket 
holiday town for Victorian visitors, 
this seaside town still retains much 
of its 19th century grandeur, with 
graceful wedding-cake architecture 
lining its sweeping waterfront 
promenade.

Day 6 Belfast, Northern Ireland. 
This morning we will make our way 
to the famous gardens at Mount 
Stewart which were planted in the 
1920s by Edith, Lady Londonderry 
and are of international 
importance. The magnificent series 
of outdoor ‘rooms’ and vibrant 
parterres contain many rare plants 
that thrive in the mild climate of the 
Ards Peninsula. The formal areas 
exude a strong Mediterranean 
feel and resemble an Italian villa 
landscape; the wooded areas 
support a range of plants from all 
corners of the world. There will be 
time to explore the opulent house 
which reveals a fascinating heritage 
and historic world-famous artefacts 
and artwork. Do not leave without 
taking in the magnificent views of 
Strangford Lough from the Temple 
of the Winds. Return to the ship for 
lunch and the afternoon is free to 
relax on board, explore the city of 
Belfast at your own pace or maybe 
take an independent visit to the 
Titanic Experience. Located by 
the site of the ship’s construction, 
this museum tells the story of 
the Titanic from her conception 
through her construction and 
launch in 1911.

Day 7 Arduaine & Crarae 
Gardens, Scotland. Sail this 
morning along the Argyll coast 
to our anchorage at Ardfern. 
From here we will visit two very 
special National Trust for Scotland 
gardens. First stop is Arduaine 
Garden, a delightful woodland 
garden which enjoys the benefits 
from the warming effect of the 
North Atlantic Drift and is a 
paradise for plant lovers. Take a 
walk through the woodland to 
the coastal viewpoint and enjoy 
superb views of the Sound of Jura 
or just spend some time relaxing 
at the water garden. Return to the 
ship for lunch and this afternoon 
drive to Crarae Gardens, created 
in 1912 by Lady Grace Campbell 
the aunt of intrepid plant hunter 
Reginald Farrer, who sourced trees 
and shrubs from China, Nepal and 
Tibet. Today it is a Himalayan style 
glen set in the gentle hills of Argyll.

Day 8 Shiant Islands & Inverewe 
Gardens. This morning we will 
board the Zodiacs for a cruise 
around the spectacular basalt cliffs 
of the Shiant Islands, an excellent 
place to spot puffins, razorbills, 
guillemots and seal. Sailing into 
Loch Ewe we will use our Zodiacs 
to visit Inverewe, surely one of the 
finest sited gardens in all Scotland. 
Cared for by the National Trust 
for Scotland since 1952, it was 
first designed by plant hunter 
Osgood Mackenzie in the late 19th 
century and is home to a multitude 
of exotic and tender plants that 
are sheltered by well positioned 
windbreaks of native pine. After 

a guided tour of the gardens, we 
will return to the ship and sail this 
evening.

Day 9 Scrabster. Arrive today in 
Scrabster, the most northerly port on 
the Scottish mainland. This morning 
we will visit the Castle and Gardens 
of Mey, built between 1566 and 
1572 by George Sinclair, 4th Earl of 
Caithness. The castle was purchased 
by Queen Elizabeth, the Queen 
Mother, in 1952, who renovated and 
restored it and created the beautiful 
gardens which we will see today. 
After lunch on board relax for the 
afternoon or choose to take a drive 
along the coast to Dunnet Bay, a 
glorious crescent of sand and dunes 
and home to many seabirds and 
unusual flora that we will discover on 
a guided walk with the local ranger. 
We continue to Dunnet Head to 
see the lighthouse, built in 1831 

by Robert Stevenson, and enjoy 
the views over to Orkney. Before 
our return to the ship we will visit 
the Medieval Canisbay Kirk whose 
position over the Pentland Firth has 
made it a shipping landmark for 
centuries. 

Day 10 Aberdeen. Disembark this 
morning. Transfers will be provided 
to Aberdeen Railway Station and 
International Airport at a fixed time.

SHIP TO SHORE
This cruise is not classified as an 
expedition cruise; however, please 
note that Zodiac landing craft are 
integral to the operation of the 
cruise and will be used to transfer 
ashore in Tresco, Llandudno, Ardfern 
and Inverewe. Please also note that 
in the Shiant Islands our excursion 
will be by Zodiac.

Inverewe Gardens



Your Cabin/Suite
Accommodating no more than 95 passengers, there are eight different 
grades of cabins arranged over five decks, and all feature either 
windows or portholes. The cabins are attractively designed for comfort 
and convenience. All cabins are fully air conditioned with an en-suite 
bathroom with shower (please note cabins 601 - 605 and 507 have a 
bath with shower attachment) and a selection of toiletries in addition 
to a hairdryer, robes and slippers. All cabins come equipped with 
telephone, flat screen television, safety deposit box and other thoughtful 
appointments. Refillable water bottles are available in all cabins for use 
on board. Due to the very nature of the ship, the cabins vary in shape 
and size, adding to the vessel’s overall charm.

Your Dining
The free seating Venice Restaurant 
accommodates all guests in one sitting 
and, with its Deck 5 location, all of the 
tables benefit from great views. The 
picture windows also make the restaurant 
wonderfully light and airy. Breakfast is served 
buffet-style with cooked dishes available and 
eggs to order by the ship’s accomplished 
chef. Lunch is also served buffet-style 

The charming MS Serenissima began her career as the Harald Jarl, cruising the Norwegian coastline and fjords. 
Since 2003, when she was extensively renovated, she has been operating as a classic cruise ship. Previously 
known as the MS Andrea, she was upgraded again in 2013 and started her new life as the MS Serenissima.  
With her small size she can navigate into small, remote ports inaccessible to the big cruise ships and  
appears an impressive sight when moored. With her fleet of Zodiacs, she is capable of both destination  
and expedition cruising. 

Venice Restaurant Andrea LoungeHarald Jarl Lounge

with hot and cold dishes available. Dinner is served à la carte and is four 
courses, except at the Captain’s Dinner, which is a six course affair. Where 
possible, local produce is sourced for an authentic dining experience. A 
choice of red or white wine, beer and soft drinks is included at lunch and 
dinner. In good weather there are al fresco dining facilities available and tea 
and coffee are available around the clock in the Andrea Lounge.

Your Space
The facilities on board include two lounges – the larger Andrea Lounge 
is comfortable and spacious and the smaller Harald Jarl Lounge is more 
intimate. There is also a small library and Wi-Fi is available at an extra 
cost throughout the vessel. The outside areas really are something 
special. A spacious observation deck allows 360 degree views of the 
passing scenery. From here, step down to the lido area with Jacuzzi 
and outside bar. The covered seating area at the back of Deck 6 is ideal 
for relaxing with a drink in hand. Perhaps, one of the best known and 
loved features of this vessel is its unique style. During the major refit in 
Sweden the then owners commissioned Swedish interior designers to 
create a country house style which has recently been updated with some 
Art Deco styling which works particularly well on a vessel of this vintage, 
providing intimacy and a classic nautical sensibility often lacking in 
larger vessels.

ms serenissima 
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(25 square metres)

Lido Deck

2 Chester Close, Belgravia, London, SW1X 7BE
+44 (0)20 7752 0000 | info@noble-caledonia.co.uk | noble-caledonia.co.uk

Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request. 
Cover image: Powerscourt House & Gardens.

MS SERENISSIMA DECK PLAN & CABINS

NB. Please note cabin sizes vary in each category and measurements shown are approximate.




