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 30 YEARS  

THE BEST OF
BRITISH 
- 30TH ANNIVERSARY CRUISE

A VOYAGE IN CELEBRATION OF THIRTY YEARS  
OF SMALL SHIP CRUISING AROUND THE  
BRITISH ISLES ABOARD THE ALL-SUITE  

MS ISLAND SKY 
24TH JULY TO 7TH AUGUST 2021



In 2021 Noble Caledonia will be 
celebrating our 30th anniversary and 

what better way to mark the occasion than 
offering a cruise aboard the all-suite  
MS Island Sky around the British Isles.  
We have operated hundreds of cruises 
around the British Isles since our 
establishment and our islands are a 
favourite region for small ship cruising  
for many of our field staff and passengers 
alike. We do hope to see many familiar 
faces on board so that we may express  
our thanks for the marvellous continued 
support and have planned a few 
celebrations along the way.

www.noble-caledonia.co.uk

Drawing on our considerable experience of operating cruises around the British Isles, we 
have devised this circumnavigation of the UK which offers a wonderful portrait of life 
in our islands. The voyage is a celebration of the very best of what we offer and it is a 
wonderful opportunity to return to some of our favourite places to see some of the most 
beautiful scenery, meet some interesting inhabitants and learn more about both the past 
and present of the United Kingdom. 

We will sail from Portsmouth and during our cruise visit remarkable places of great 
natural beauty, rich in wildlife and history. From the idyllic islands of Herm and St Agnes 
in the southwest with their crystal-clear waters and fine white sandy beaches to Unst, 
the northernmost inhabited island and St Kilda, we will enjoy the peace and tranquillity 
which these charming islands exude. During our circumnavigation we will visit many 
special places including Tresco’s famous subtropical Abbey Gardens, St Davids, Britain’s 
smallest city, Rathlin Island and the Giants Causeway in Northern Island and Berwick-
upon-Tweed, England’s most northerly town from which we explore Northumberland 
including Lindisfarne Castle. 

Over the course of 15 days we will visit all of the UK’s four countries, as well as the 
Channel Islands and the Isle of Man, and with the all-suite MS Island Sky as our base, 
in the company of just over 100 fellow guests, we will be able to visit many fascinating 
yet little-visited destinations that are otherwise inaccessible to the larger ships. All of this makes for a most appealing 
sea journey whether you be an avid gardener, nature-lover or simply enjoy sailing past and visiting some of the most 
enchanting places in the world.
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gauge railway still runs with its 
original locomotives and carriages. 
Return to the ship for lunch and a 
free afternoon to explore Peel at 
your own pace. 

Day 6 Rathlin Island & Portrush, 
Northern Ireland. Arrive this 
morning at Rathlin Island. Located 
just a few miles from the North 
Antrim coast, Rathlin has been 
settled for more than 6000 years. 
Today, there are only 140 or so 
souls, whereas before the Great 
Famine there were 1200 inhabitants. 
History can be seen everywhere 
here amongst the historic buildings 
and ruins. Enjoy a guided walk 
which will also take in the seabird 
life with puffins, kittiwakes, fulmars 
as well as grey and harbour seals. 
Also see the unique “upside down” 
Rathlin West Light, a great feat of 
engineering and one of the Great 
Lighthouses of Ireland. Over lunch 
we sail to Portrush, our base for a 
visit to the Giant’s Causeway which 
became widely known from the 
1700s as the ‘Eighth Wonder of the 
World’ and large numbers of visitors 
came to view this amazing array of 
basalt columns - it is estimated that 
there are around 40,000 in total.

Day 7 St Kilda. This morning we 
arrive at St Kilda, a remarkable 
uninhabited archipelago some fifty 
miles beyond the Outer Hebrides. 
Dominated by the highest cliffs and 
sea stacks in Britain, Hirta, St Kilda’s 
main island was occupied on and 
off for at least two thousand years, 
with the last 36 Gaelic speaking 
inhabitants evacuated at their own 
request in 1930. Immediately after 
the evacuation, the island was 
bought by the Marquess of Bute 
to protect the island’s thousands 
of seabirds, including puffin and 

tiny island offers marvellous coastal 
walks. The small island of Gugh lies 
across a narrow sandbar and here 
we find a single stone monolith 
called the ‘Old Man of Gugh’ which 
dates back to the Bronze Age. 

Day 4 Fishguard & St Davids, 
Wales. From our berth in Fishguard 
we will take a scenic drive to St 
Davids, Britain’s smallest city. 
Explore the magnificent 12th 
century cathedral and see the 
Bishop’s Palace before enjoying 
some free time in the city. Return 
to the ship for lunch and either 
choose an afternoon at leisure or 
join our naturalists for a walk along 
the Pembrokeshire coastal path. 
The path covers 186 miles around 
the Welsh coast and we will join 
a section to enjoy the wonderful 
scenery. 

Day 5 Peel, Isle of Man. Arrive 
this morning on the Isle of Man 
at the main fishing port of Peel. 
Settlements have been here since 
the Mesolithic Age and the island 
also claims to have the longest 
continuous parliament which was 
founded in 979 AD. Leaving Peel 
we will visit Tynwald Hill, located in 
the little village of St John’s. This 
grass-topped, tiered hill is made 
from the soil and stones from each 
of the island’s 17 parishes and is 
the point from which, each 5th of 
July, all the laws enacted in the year 
preceding are promulgated to the 
gathered government officials and 
the public at large, both in Manx 
and English languages. Continue 
to Castletown where we board the 
vintage steam train for a delightful 
and traditional journey to Douglas. 
Dating from 1874, the Isle of Man 
Steam Railway is the island’s oldest 
Victorian rail system and this narrow 

Lerwick, Shetland Islands

Atlantic grey seals, Isles of Scilly

Sub Tropical Gardens, TrescoGiant’s Causeway, Northern Ireland

The Itinerary
Day 1 Portsmouth, England. 
Embark the MS Island Sky this 
afternoon. Transfers will be provided 
from Portsmouth Harbour Railway 
Station at a fixed time. 

Day 2 Guernsey & Herm, Channel 
Islands. This morning we arrive on 
Guernsey, the ‘Island of Flowers’ 
where there will be the option 
of a walking tour of St Peter Port 
including a visit to Castle Cornet, 
a 12th century battlement which 
guards the entrance to St Peter 
Port harbour. Alternatively, enjoy a 
panoramic drive during which we 
will see the beautiful coastline and 
beaches and visit the Little Chapel, 
built in 1914 as a miniature version of 
the famous basilica at Lourdes and 
covered in fragments of shattered 
china. Over lunch we sail the short 
distance to Herm, the smallest 
inhabited Channel Island and, at just 
one and a half miles long and half a 
mile wide, perfect for exploring on 
foot. Here, you will have free time to 
explore, perhaps take a stroll over 
to Shell or Belvoir beach or join our 
naturalists for a walk. 

Day 3 Isles of Scilly. Spend the 
morning on traffic-free Tresco, 
walking its idyllic lanes from the 
beach to the famous subtropical 
Abbey Gardens. Defying the 
Atlantic weather, this miracle of 
a garden is home to more than 
20,000 species of plants from over 
80 countries. Enjoy time to wander 
at your own pace along the paths, 
maybe visit the Valhalla collection 
of ship figureheads from ships 
wrecked on the islands or relax in 
the cafe. We spend the afternoon 
on St Agnes, the most southwesterly 
community in the UK. Surrounded 
by rocks and reefs this delightful 

fulmars that nest here in the spring, 
and in 1957 it was bequeathed to 
The National Trust for Scotland. St 
Kilda is one of only a few UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites with dual 
status reflecting its natural and 
cultural significance. The local 
ranger will join us on board before 
our expedition staff lead guided 
walks on the island. Later, cruise 
past two of the largest gannetries in 
the world at Stac Lee and Berneray. 
These impressive stacs rise 170 
metres from the sea and are home 
to up to 60,000 breeding pairs of 
northern gannet.

Day 8 Scrabster. Spend the day 
in Scrabster, the most northerly 
port on the Scottish mainland. This 
morning we will visit the Castle and 
Gardens of Mey, built between 1566 
and 1572 by George Sinclair, 4th 
Earl of Caithness. The castle was 
purchased by Queen Elizabeth, 
the Queen Mother, in 1952, who 
renovated and restored it and 
created the beautiful gardens which 
we will see today. After lunch on 
board, enjoy a leisurely afternoon 
or choose to take a drive along the 
coast to John O’Groats, the most 
northerly town on mainland Britain. 
After some free time here we will 
return to the ship via Dunnet Bay, 
a glorious crescent of sand and 
dunes, and Dunnet Head to see the 
lighthouse, built in 1831 by Robert 
Stevenson, taking in the views over 
the Pentland Firth to the Orkney 
Islands.

Day 9 Unst, Shetland Islands. 
After a morning at sea we arrive 
over lunch in Unst, Britain’s most 
northerly inhabited island and at 
the Heritage Centre we learn about 
how the islanders have lived over 
the centuries and the industries that 
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Lindisfarne Castle

Suite CategoryDeck Brochure Price Special Offer Price
Magellan Standard  

Columbus Superior

Marco Polo Premium 

Marco Polo Corner 

Erikson Deluxe Balcony

Explorer Owner’s Balcony Suites

Explorer Island Suite

Magellan Standard for sole use 

Columbus Superior for sole use

£7295
£7595
£7995
£8495
£8995
£9495

£10495
£9485
£9875

£6995
£7295
£7695
£8195
£8695
£9195

£10195
£9185
£9575

PRICE INCLUDES: 14 nights aboard the MS Island Sky on a full 
board basis • Wine, beer and soft drinks with lunch & dinner  
• Shore excursions • Noble Caledonia onboard team • Gratuities  
• Transfers • Port taxes.   
Not Included: Travel insurance.

have prospered. We will visit the 
Unst Boat Haven, dedicated to the 
history of the island’s distinctive 
wooden boats which descend from 
Viking craft and Saxa Vord. Admire 
the views over Hermaness National 
Nature Reserve and Muckle Flugga 
stacks. 

Day 10 Lerwick. From the 
Shetland capital, we will visit the 
remarkable archaeological site of 
Jarlshof. The site was uncovered 
by a violent storm in the winter of 
1896/7, revealing an extraordinary 
settlement site embracing at 
least 5000 years of human history. 
The site contains a remarkable 
sequence of stone structures – late 
Neolithic houses, a Bronze- Age 
village, an Iron-Age broch and 
wheelhouses, several Norse 
longhouses, a Medieval farmstead 
and the 16th century laird’s house. 
Return to the ship for lunch and 
enjoy a free afternoon to explore 
this historic port. Perhaps wander 
through its narrow stone lanes or 
maybe visit the excellent Shetland 
Museum, containing artefacts from 
shipwrecks and the whaling era. 

Day 11 Montrose. Spend the 
morning at sea before we arrive in 
Montrose, the gateway to Angus 
and known as the birthplace of 
Scotland. It was the Battle of 
Dunnichen, between the Picts and 
Northumbrians in 645 AD which 
led to the creation of the Kingdom 
of Alba and in 1320 the signing 
of the Declaration of Arbroath 
marked Scotland’s creation as 
an independent country. This 
afternoon we visit nearby Glamis 
Castle, the childhood home of 
the Queen Mother. One of the 
most famous rooms in the castle 
is Duncan’s Hall, the legendary 

setting for Shakespeare’s Macbeth. 
There will be some time to explore 
Montrose independently before we 
sail this evening. 

Day 12 Berwick-upon-Tweed, 
England. England’s northernmost 
town is our base for today’s 
exploration of Northumberland. 
To the south lies Holy Island, also 
known as Lindisfarne, home to a 
monastic community which was 
established in 635 AD by Irish 
evangelist St Aidan. Viking raids 
forced the monks to leave in 875 
AD, but in 1082 St Cuthbert rebuilt 
the Priory, the remains of which 
we can visit today. Also walk up to 
Lindisfarne Castle perched atop a 
rocky crag on the island. After our 
visit choose to either return to the 
ship for lunch and an afternoon at 
leisure in Berwick or to continue to 
Alnwick Castle. The second largest 
inhabited castle in England, it has 
been home to the Percys, Earls and 
Dukes of Northumberland since 
1309. After lunch there will be the 
opportunity to visit the castle, see 
the fine collection of artwork and 
explore the wonderful gardens. 

Day 13 Whitby. This morning 
we will call into Whitby, where on 
the east cliff the ruins of St Hilda’s 
Abbey dominate the skyline. This 
charming fishing port, which was 
once an important whaling station, 
is also the town where 18th century 
explorer Captain James Cook 
lived as an apprentice seaman and 
where Lewis Carroll wrote some of 
his work. We will visit the ruins of 
Whitby Abbey and its museum as 
well as the unique parish church 
of St Mary’s. Take some time to 
enjoy the wonderful panoramic 
views from above the old town 
with its delightful collection of red 

roofed pantile cottages and narrow 
cobbled streets before descending 
to the old town. There will also be 
a chance to ride a section of the 
North Yorkshire Moors Heritage 
Railway which travels through 
the beautiful countryside of the 
North York Moors National Park 
using historic carriages and steam 
locomotives. 

Day 14 Southwold. Arrive today 
in Suffolk and the charming market 
town of Southwold. This morning 
there will be a choice of tours, one 
option being a visit to Helmingham 
Hall, the home of the Tollemache 
family since 1510. The Hall appears 
to float on the surface of its 
broad surrounding moat and we 
have time to wander around the 
extensive and beautiful gardens. 
Alternatively, visit the Anglo Saxon 
royal burial site at Sutton Hoo 
where, in 1938 the archaeologist 
Basil Brown discovered the remains 

of a 90 foot burial-ship of an Anglo-
Saxon warrior king. The exhibition 
tells the compelling story of 
Anglo-Saxon warriors, treasure and 
kings, with a full-size reconstruction 
of the burial chamber. After lunch 
on board there will be some free 
time to explore the town at your 
own pace before we sail in the late 
afternoon. 

Day 15 Portsmouth. Disembark 
this morning. Transfers will be 
provided to Portsmouth Harbour 
Railway Station at a fixed time.

SHIP TO SHORE 
Due to the many small ports that 
we will be visiting during this 
voyage, whilst we will be alongside 
in some, on a number of days we 
will be at anchor and the vessel’s 
Zodiacs will be utilised  
for transportation ashore.

Herm

Whitby Abbey

PRICES PER PERSON 
Based on double occupancy

SPECIAL OFFER – SAVE £300 PER PERSON  
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY



Your Suite
On board there are 59 exceptionally spacious and well-designed suites.
All feature a seating area and some have private balconies, whilst those 
on the Marco Polo Deck feature tinted, sliding glass doors allowing 
greatly enhanced viewing opportunities and quick access to the deck. 
The feeling of luxury is enhanced by the wood panelling and brass, 
which predominates throughout the vessel conveying the atmosphere 
of a private yacht. The passenger accommodation is arranged over 
five decks and each suite affords considerable comfort with en-suite 
bathroom featuring marble-topped vanity unit with sink and walk-in 
shower, a large wardrobe, dressing table and excellent storage. There 
is a mini-fridge, flat screen television with inbuilt DVD/CD player and a 
telephone in each suite. Refillable water bottles, dressing gowns and 
slippers are also provided for your comfort. Other facilities include a
safe, hairdryer, assorted Molton Brown toiletries, air-conditioning and 
heating. The comfortable beds in each suite can be configured as either 
double or twin.

The much loved MS Island Sky is one of our three flag ships and sister vessel to the MS Hebridean Sky and 
MS Caledonian Sky. All three vessels were built in the same ship yard in Italy at similar times and share 
the same excellent attributes that make them three of the finest small ships in the world. With a maximum 
passenger capacity of only 118, a vessel of her size is capable of carrying many more but instead the MS Island 
Sky has the benefit of unusually large suites, luxuriously appointed public areas and spacious outside decks.

ms island sky

Deluxe Balcony Suite The RestaurantFriendly Service

Your Dining
With only one sitting and a maximum of just over 100 passengers, the 
cuisine on board the MS Island Sky is of a consistent superior quality 
that befits such a vessel. In keeping with the informal atmosphere on 
board, when dining you are able to choose your seating arrangements 
and choice of restaurants at your leisure; whether that be joining a table 
of four to six other passengers in the elegant à la carte Restaurant or 
outside buffet-style on the Lido Deck in the evening sunshine. In the main 
Restaurant, breakfast is served buffet-style, with certain items cooked to 
order on request. Lunch and dinner menus offer plenty of choice, often 
reflecting the daily catch and local delicacies. The Welcome and Farewell 
dinners are a sumptuous five course affair. To enhance your dining 
experience further a selection of wines is included with both meals. 
Afternoon tea and pre-dinner canapés take place in either the comfort of 
the Lounge or out on the Lido Deck when the weather is favourable. Tea 
and coffee are also available 24 hours a day. Special diets can be catered 
for with sufficient notice.
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Your Space
The spacious and finely decorated public rooms include a large 
Lounge on the Columbus Deck featuring a selection of seating options 
from individual armchairs and sofas to side cushioned benches. Daily 
briefings given by the Cruise Director and talks from Guest Speakers 
and expedition staff take place in the Lounge. In addition to the main 
Lounge, there is also The Club, located on the Marco Polo Deck which 
features the main bar. The Club also features a 24-hour tea and coffee 
station. Towards the aft of the ship on the Columbus Deck is the Library. 
Well stocked with reference books pertaining to the destinations the 
vessel is visiting and a selection of essential reads, you will not find 
yourself short of excellent literature on board. A collection of games 
as well as devices to access the internet via the ship’s satellite can also 
be found in the Library. Access to the ship’s satellite Wi-Fi via your own 
device is complimentary on board (signal strength varies depending on 
location and demand). The main Restaurant, which can seat all guests at 
one sitting, is located on the Magellan Deck, and outside there is a rear 
Lido Deck located on the Erikson Deck where meals are served in warm 
weather under shade. Further to this on the top Explorer Deck there is an 
observation area ideal for spotting wildlife, complete with sun loungers 
for sunbathing, relaxing with a book or catching up with fellow travellers. 
The Promenade Deck wraps around the whole ship giving outstanding 
views. There is also a small beauty salon on board with appointments 
made on request.

Your Comfort 
The MS Island Sky is equipped with the latest safety, navigation and 
communications equipment along with roll stabilisers to minimise the 
ship’s motion. During your voyage we hope to offer you the opportunity 
to visit the Captain and Officers on the Bridge to check the vessel’s 
progress by charts and learn more about your journey. On board you 
will also find a clinic and Doctor and a lift that serves all decks. When at 
anchor our nimble Zodiacs will ferry you ashore or, on select cruises, enjoy 
Zodiac cruises getting you closer to the natural world. 

Your Life On Board
The atmosphere on board is warm and convivial and more akin to 
a private yacht or country hotel in which you can learn more about 
wonderful destinations you are visiting in the company of like-minded 
people. There is a high ratio of crew to passengers and our friendly crew 
of 75 are mainly Filipino and Eastern European and our Captains are 
experienced mariners. After a day ashore you will return to the comfort 
and peace of a well-run and exceedingly comfortable ship where 
peace, high quality of service and attention to detail are the order of 
the day. A little music in the Lounge after dinner, Guest Speakers and 
informative port briefings and of course good food, all contribute to 
make any voyage aboard this wonderful vessel a memorable and joyful 
experience. 

Superior Suite The Club The Library

2 Chester Close, Belgravia, London, SW1X 7BE
+44 (0)20 7752 0000 | info@noble-caledonia.co.uk | noble-caledonia.co.uk

All special offers are subject to availability. Our current booking conditions apply to all reservations and are available on request. 
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